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THE COMMISSION erTINEARTS 

ESTABLISHED BY CONGEESS MAY 17 1910 

^ DANIEL H. BURNHAM, C HAUOtAN 

FREOKRICKL LAW: OLMSTED 

' THOMAS HASTINGS - CASS ^ItHUO 

CHAHtES MOORE 

1 COL.SPENCKR COSBY,U.SA SECiorrARY 

• . ‘ , • "7 

; ^ 7ll East 24th Street, Hew York. 

August 28, 1912. 


Hon. Franklin MacVeagh, 


Secretary ‘Of the treasury, 

Washington, I>. 


8ur?!?!l of f, • r> > • f 

ft EC. T P 3 *oi 9 ; 


My dear Mr. LiacVeagh: 


I have just received a letter from 

*>• 

I..r. Edwin H. Blashfield of the Commission of .Pine Arts asking 


me to look over some models for the new 


ve c 


MiKIMH 



gives me great pleasurfe'Sb say that they impress me most 
favorably. The use of the buffalo and the Indian 'as the in-~ 

* v 

signia on /the coin is admirable in itself and the modeling is 


done wi tin rare skill and beauty. I wish it were possible that 
the coin cou ld be struck wit h th e deejgerjrelief which Hr. Fraser 

lias sho^Tin some of* the jj^B_^rau^j^_hi«i. • but he 

* , «--•» * »—** ^ *"**'** * 

• ilw« ■ ■mntnriir n i n - 

tells me that some practical objections ard raised by your 


depar tment. 




ives me ver. 






j..j admiration for the wo rk I..r. Eras er has done and, con 
v .111 on the step .you are taking in securing really 


gra.tulfl te you. _Oii_ th C_S 


artistic coins.. 


I remain 


Sincerely yours 


/ 



^ m 0 









- f- \ 

H.WEIL / 


* . 


. ' j r ^ w« p i gag« ! q g'A •' s * ° 

►, * » 1 .tWvf , 

•< , V * \ 


'S 3 .- 5 *—■ 


-. •*, *» * 
V , 


r, -., > 

" V.-* >>•'» •' »®<ft * 


34- EAST 28 th STREET 
EDUCTIONS & ENLARGEMENTS 


PROM 


Statuary and Bas Reliefs 


DIES CUT & MEDALS STRUCK 

CASTINGS AND ELECTROTYPES IN ALL METALS 


Telephone, Madison square 6279 


New York 


WEIL 


Dec. 12, 1912. 


' i' « 


M[r.i George E~. Roberts, 

T ( 

Director of U; S. .Mint, 


* i 

■ Philadelphia* 'Pa. 


*. 

- - 


Dear Sir:- 


i ‘ J ** •?♦*«»X % * i **N » - -> 

» %v * \ '>* ' ’ 


fc*fl It's! V 


_ ’ At Mr. Praser’s request we hereby\auota you priced for 

** . \ * ( >- «• 1 V 

making steel hubs,* obverse and reverse of the new nickel from 

models furnished ud by Mr. J. E r Pra&er , \~ ■-- ~ 

4 . * \ • 

Each side —---—----\-~4l00.00 

\ 

Awaiting your reply, we remain. \ 

5 Very truly yours, 


MEDALLIC ABTrCO. 


7 - V 












' r 
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3 MACDOUCiAL ALLEY 


, REC. WN 14 1911 

'sosSft , 


June 43, 1911 


Mr. George E. Roberts 
Director, U.S* Mint 
Washington, D.C* 

Dear Sir: ^ 

« • i 

‘ 1 

The Belgian coin which j^oti admired 
so much is, I believe, in circulation at the - - 
present time; I will get one for you add s&nd 
it on. 


Ti think your idea of the Lincoln head is a 


splendid ope and I shall be very glad to make 

' _ . 

you some sketches as soon as possible and let 

ji 

you-see them. - T th in k t . h e vshould be i-wdn^d 

/ <• 

- 0 

tothe _actual s iz e of the coin; otherwise we 
will not be really able to judge them, even" 
in the sketch period. I will have that done 
here, where I'can watch the process. 


I l^re numerous-sketches underway, some of 

* * #> 

which I hope may be of walue* 6 

Tours N,ruly^_ 













Assistant Secretary 
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NEW YORK CITY 
3 MACDOUGAL ALLEY 


July 20, 1911 


Dear Mr. Andrew: 




You will find enclosed a pho¬ 
tograph of Saint-Gaudens 1 letter, concerning 
which I spoke to you* , It may be of ho value 

as you like. 

* * 

I am having some electro plates made of th e 
small sketches and I will send them on to you 
when they are completed. 


* 
i 


In reference to competition, I think the 
great trouble is that you may have numbers of 
sketches in the competition one of which you 
choose and, if I'm'not mistaken, you will be 
forced to stick very closely to-that design*,eve^ 
though it might not, be quite up to what you 

would want.-Shereaa T working with a competent 

man,/ there would be no doubt that a great many , s 
de a i^ns would. b"e~"made; in fac t , ycm would-go-* 


on working till something-of redl merit was pro- * 
duced. You may say,, if you likethat I would j 
be perfectly willing to satisfy the Art,. Commis¬ 
sion Mr. ^[acVeagh spoke of. 

I will s_eud you a few photographs of ray work 
provided you wish to use‘them for Reference. 



-COPY, 




v-' . / 

1/ 


HEW' YORK CITY' 

3 HACDQUGAL ALLEY 


August 1, 1911 




vs 




•* - 


v> c 


.Dear Mr* Heberts: 4 « % 

7 ' ‘ ^ V- _—. 

, 7 i am very sorry that I happened to be away, from ;Mew ‘ 


yorlr the day you called; I would like to have shown yonssome of the 

k \ *» * « 

various things I am doing. 

"O' 1 " _ ^ 

When you say ,f the new -models Tt do yon mean the designs for 

s \ 

I * ' * - *■* * ‘ ' 

the nichel? I have the sketches vfoich I took to Washington in a bet- 



rcnr^tdiair they were then; they are now. electro-plates 


X •> 

will send "you some copies 


' ^ _^ 

* . . Its very kind of you td, suggest paying my expenses in, regard 

** . * ; \ * 

to" the work I have done; hut I don't feel that you ought to trouble 

» ‘ \ 

too much in that direction. I am certain-you wanted me to\do this - 

\ 

^ ' \ . "■ 

work and it will be no faw.lt of yourself or Dr. Andrew if I do not 

t , v , 


receive it 


x^ 

I myself feel most confident over the results\^ich I at¬ 
tained through doing the sketches; . I know of no "coins wiflchswere 
studied in just this manner* and I feel sure that is> the only way of 


arriving at satisfactory results. 


Very truly 


your^ 



Mr. George E. Eoberts 






Not Yprfe^Citly^ v... . 
Z Macdougfti* Allay 


HPn. Franklin MaeVeagh 
The' Secretary \ * - 

Treasury Department 
Washington, D* . . 


poteraber .^19, 1911 


Mr. Secretary: ' - 

« 40 ^. 

^ " r» J 

a . Although I realise that no definite commission has been given 

< * 

me in regard to the designs for the new coins, I have become so much 

_i ^ _ J _ , __ •" * ■*** * _^ . __ _~ ~ ._ - , - . 

interested in the sketches that I have pushed theta a little farther 


now stnev are 


ration. Of oourse this»means that, they 


are still merely sketches and. not finished products,, hut I have had 
"them reduced and made into their present form for the purpose or show- . 
ing exactly what I would wish done, provided I finished them. 

At present, they are^the size of the penny hut they could 

. _ » 

— ^easily h^e^lar ged ^o any size desired*. The idea of ^the Indian and 

the buffalo on the same^coin is, withoji^doubb, purely American and f 
seems, to be singularly appropriat e/to bave on one of our nat ional.-oolns••• 

Yott* will see that ~the Indian is^ent irely ~diff erent than-any th ath & s -— 

ever been used on a coin. Most of the headb have been Caucasians with . 


an Indian head-dress; xpf this case I have avoided u 



Therefore, J a 

. i 

J : 

placing the sedesigns on the now nickPl. 


I have also carried the Mncoln head fart^ not only because 





oberts has—rathe 1 
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NEW -YORK CITY 
3 MACOOUGAL ALLEY 


September 19, 19T1 


Son. Franklin MacVeagh . 
7 —Tlie--Secret ary. 

—J^raasnryJELe partiaent 2 ; 
Washington, D.C. - 


v Mr. Secretary: T*. w ^ 

« 

. ° - 

• • v Although I realise that no definite __ 
commission has been given me in regard to the de- 
, signs fo^ the new coins, I have become'so much 
interested in the sketches that I have pushed them 
a little farther and now they are irrThe shape of 
electrotypes which I should, like to submit for your 
consideration. * Of course, this means that they are , 
still merely sketches and not finished products, 

“but I have had them reduced and- made into their ^ 
present form for the purpose of showing exactly / 
what I would v/ish done,- rrovided I flnlshed^-Them. 

~~~ 'M~ present"" they "tfrW tlie sl&fe erf”^ 

“They could: easily be enlargedTTo any "size desired. : 

The idea o f the Indian and the buffalo on the same 
” coin is, T7ithout doubt;, purely American and seems ^ 
to me singularly appropriate to have on one of our 
national coins. You will see that the Indian is 
entirely different than any that has ever been used • 
on a^coin. Most of the heads have been Caucasians 
with* an Indian head-dress; in this case, I have) 
avoided using the war-bonnet and have made a purely 
Indian type. ^ 

Therefore, 1 should^ llk^ to-‘ ask-whether or not - 
you wouid consider placing these designs on The 
new nickel. 









I Have alstr Carried the Lincoln Head farther, _ 
not only because I was personally interested in it 
tut because Mr. -Eoberts has rather encouraged'.the 
idea of my doing so• 


• Pbssibly- you- will- He interested in knowing that 
the^Italian Government, Hashyiist purchased' a collec¬ 
tion \f'my me dala Si fQr_^4*^atiunal Masataa-in -Rope . 
She Belgian ,Governinint obtained a somewhat similar 

-collection of my work last year.' . 

* \ - ’ ✓ 


Believe me to “be. 


Yours very truly, 





*■ -4-th - - -y. _ - 




^ „ , - _- 


-? 



104- N .WABASH AVENUE , 

-T . Chioag#, Ill. 


January 20th, 1912; 


. .•» ■ * 


Dair Mr* Roberts 

■ — . v ~ - -t*> 




ET 


the 


, TiF/wn -you were in Haw x or *, and i# aoj 

.f .. -■ -A 'm • - -ft. « ‘V.- mm. *m * 




throw you out bodily into McDougall 1 * -Jalley^ ao a 
result of tha_jiegieetful, tr#at»oiit-ha\haa received, 


L_er did h® invitoL you in to 


the natter oTwr? 


drop me a line and/ let -;p^ :: ^naw : ' howl-thematter'''new; 7 
stands, or would you to:\do so? ,* 

1 Was any conclusion reached between 
Mr. Fraaer as to what he would do With the- 
inscriptions? «* \ * v N 


Very sincerely yours, 

TM eut 



Director of thellint, 
Treasury Department,^ 
Washington, D.G* 














3 OS' 3 (b 


THE SECRETARY OFTHE TREASURY 
V WASHINGTON 


January 13, 1912* 


Pe#r Mr* Beheads; 

1 am* now writing to Jflr. J* Eraser 

ill acknowledgment of the attached letter 

# 

♦ 

and apologizing for the fact that we have 


noC heretofore been ; ahle to giVe "the matter 

• - v 

our careful consideration. 1 am also telling 

V 

him that he may ©aspect* within a day or two, 

k * 

v r 

to hear directly from you. 



a man who stands so high inHbis profession, 

that I am glad-we all have agreed to let him 

* 

.continue with the matter without looking 
further dr incurring additional delay. Will 

tr 

you, therefore, please write to him and tell 
him that the nickel five-cent piece ie the 
coin for which we have been considering his 




designs and the only one that is, available 

t V - ■ * 


at this time. Tell him that of the three 
sKetches which he submitted we would like r 
to use the sketch of the'head of the Indian . 


^and the sketch .of the huffalo. 'sUbjeot to \ 

\ 

\ 

“‘•Adaptation; the head of the Indian to appear 

on the ohrerse and the figure of. the buffalo 

' 

on the reverse. Only such inscriptions as 

V 

~ ' & 

the law requires shoulxl, of course, go on 


the coin, in o^der not to mar its Beauty and 

V 

to avoid crowding. 

.. Please.state frfl t ?*»*>«***• 
the retirements and restrictions of the law 
jra in this respect, and -ask Kim to suffiTtra 
completed model ahc^ to state his price. 

Very siiioerely yours, 

* * 




Hon. Oeorge K. Roberts, 
Director of theliintT 


305 3 < o 


4 Vl 


/ 


NEW YQJ*K CJTY 
3 MAC DO U GAL ALLEY 



Dear Mr. Roberts: 


January 37~, 1913 


/$.^y 


Your letter of January 
-asking me~-to- co^^ete-tke design B : foi L -the 


\ 


five pent, piece contains my idea of what should 
bp done in re.lat ionNto the coins. ^ I believe 
in placing as iittie lettering as possible pn 
•the coin, since the design - will be just so much 
better for the fewer thinfesdt con tains. 1 

the designs and 



am/very anxious to go-on wf 

.ke them as perfect as possible, then have 
reduced to the nickel sizev after which I 
believe it would be wise to confer with the 
Mint in Philadelphia. Possibly itxwould be 
better for me, before going to Washington, to 
complete the coins and have the reductions to 
hring with me. * 


: will let youjc now how the work goes on; 


Respectfully yours. 


-d 


-" 





V 


* - .. ; 

V 3> *5^3/0 




194 N.W/UBASH AVgRUE; . 

fifk4r ■ > "' \|l?- ' ’" V. ‘ •.: ' 

~ Chicago ^Febraary First, 

- Nineteen Twelve. ' ’ 


Af^ 








Dear. Mr. Roberts 


I started to send the enclosed letter 


_to Mr, Fraser .but after' reading *it> over it occurred to 

- ' /■ ' • ' ~ - 

/ * • 

me that perhaps I ought rot to do so, lest in some way 

* - , ; ' ■ ' . '-■* . '* 

I should be “butting in**. I will therefore submit - 

> , • . . \ 

-r ’ - \ 

it .to-:you so that you con decide whether or not to let N 

\ -7T.. . . ' * " 

. . «*> • v 

it go forward. Please do hot-hes it ate in the least;. 

* * x ' - *\ ''■* ***“*• v ~* 

to hold it up in case there should b8 anything ih\it 


, i 

Very sincerely yourS, 


Honorable George E. Roberts, 
Director of the Mint, 
Washington, 





'OtS^tb 


194 N^WABASH AVENUE 

March Eighteenth, 
Nineteen\Twelve. ^ 

Chicago, 1 \ T 


3 — — j 


Dear jfr. Broughton:- ' 


reau m th*-mfnt 
i RfCj A 4R 20 ’ 0 1° 


Hava y6u heard anything 


further iii regard-to the design for the new 

\ , 

_\ — . ■ 

nickel fiv8 cent piece since 1 left Washi ngton ? 

^ \ 

If not, would J\ou kindly include among ray fath-\ 
er’s letter*, one addressed to the proper author-* 
ities asking whkt has been done and how . the mat- 

. _L._____ _ . - .. —-_- 


ter is progressing? 


remain, - ' _ 

^ - Very sincerely yours, 

Mr, W. 0. Broughton, 

Treasury Department, 

Washington, 

JD.G. 












3o$ ?/o 



Treasury Department 
Office of the Secretary 
Washingtqn, 


March 19 f 1912. 


'-J ' * 


Boar Hr. Egberts: 


In the absence of Mr. Broughton 


I opened the attached letter from Mr. 


Banes HaoVeagh inquiring as to any de¬ 


velopments in regard to the design for 


the new nickel five*-cent piece. I am 


writing to Hr. MacVeagh that I have 


him of any progreaa which has been 


made since he last saw you. 


Very sincerely yours\ 



Hon. George E. Roberts, 
Director, of the Mint. 
.Enclosure. \ 









T ' , 1 -- 

fru4~- J yhv^t- 











Tta5^:>sV 

1 fif-C. • "-~V :3zJ 
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fi&chfi|Okl&«iJuly 14, 1912« 


Hon .Mr.Macveagh,Secy .of D *S.Tr«a*., 

Washington, D .C ,, - 

Dear Sir«- - - V ' 

I shall taka th® liberty of expressing myself in reference to some t 

natters that I. say convey toyottaswell *s other* an ©pinion, hoping - 

■that ay reasons for sens are stiff is lent t® permit me ta sake the ax- •• 
periaent that I do. It sppear* evident to me that some hatters about > 
which x speak are rather deltfet* an* X woild that the eireunatanees 
did not exist which impel is to writ* a* 1 do,nav*r-th*-less auch is 
not the Situation hence X take tbs set ions X do without hesitation on 
ay part« 

Just here, now, I want to sent ion eons setter* that have happened with¬ 
in this state sines ,i night say,th* -past & and 1/d years in the way that 
certain departnsnts of the Federal aewsrnnsnt has teen managed and X 
Shull also advise you a* well as others what insidents in referenoe to 
goes of ay experienees it occurs to a* these aations rather represent. 

Now,psychologist,tell us of « certain aental phase kn<>»n as upper-percep¬ 
tion, or that which brings to aind sea® previous knowledge, Soastine 
ago the secretary of interior appointed a Mr .Locke as governor of the 
Choctaw Indian Tr ibes of t his state and this geysmor I notlced in some 

horn, ok la. x act a Kiss LeCiairie woodward of Jkirant.OMla. in 1907 who 
waa going to school at 3 *art shorn, Okie.and. this lady I, shall aay also 
-Is a Ghoetaw Indian and subsequent to this dat* we tried sows to be 
sweethearts. 1 wrote her- in a letter in the early part'of 1909 using ~ 
this expression -$Ef satisfactory to nsrry writs a® and will come to 
DOrant and apeak to yoiir folks as do not care to be guilty of stealing" 
and you will not® that "Locke,Jail,and theft* all associate. X was away 
in Arkansas during 1909 a good portion of the tins transacting law 
business and during ths tins sat a young lady fro» near Durant ,01da .and 
she and I carried on a os® correspondence and of course sh# asked me about 
my Durant girl and x replied to one of her Is tter a in 1910 that ay im¬ 
pressions were not favorable and while dSsired to treat any girl fair 
still rather go to Utah and have several wives and not be treated fair 
by one. Soon after this Judge ma rshall from Utah held a term of court 
In McAlester,uklahoen,so notioe that "locks f Jail»theft end marshall's H 
associate. -So metime in 1930 x n sn fc lon sd te roe t ee iter Clark of vcAleater, 
Oklahoma about eome f iguring on soma of ay Serves p e nd snoa and he among 
other thing* said if mails were hoi handled correctly ttpuld put him 
behind the u Bsre"snd einoe the post offfee he* b®en mo ve d into a building 
ownad by some Indian Lawyer* there one of shoe# buildings hse ah Indian 


timair which evidei 
reapondenc*. x; :tm 
Soa®' of the pipilN 

McGuire ofpewme* 
who warn in the rw 
did not oar s to d 

ware acting as iti 


wm4L 

>en dlapo# 
it th® mJb 

(hoar who i 


starred about those 
of aom* of this cor— 
. as i had observed f 


roc 



enflmeneed by Congressmen 


iw' adainis 


Lend ^ 


of 


t married an 

i am am ttera 

W* t VRW nOt 


indfan, because i r 
in which interest had 

Xninx , wxW 


X 









s 


r observe,now,recently that plans ace under way or consideration to 
place an Indian head on the five tent plana and alnoa those natters ih&ve 
mentioned and others x have not mentioned ha we occurred l think I am war¬ 


ranted in the belief this th 
some of these previous ineide 
citizen s air Justified in 
main unohe 

friends ef this <ltl will onl y 
associated with this * 
so far ns i an eoneerned i so 



any here been advanced as sequel to 

so It occurs to ns although ah humble 
regnant In allo wing the coin to re- 
I. have- nsntieoed. if the 


ean be no credit to bar to .be. 

“ affaire; 
it myself no. credit end-ae anyone 


knows such nattere are forgotten in tine especially if they are not ap- 
per-percelved by reason of Incidents that hire tendency to bring them 
forward • 

- Government as a unit aa 1 understand it la administered to individuals 
and each eenMaet by and through its chief officials Should be dene, to¬ 
wards seeurlSg te eash and every eitlsen his full enjoyment of happiness, 
If officials,either nation or state,oenduct the mes Ives N ln any particular 
ease or under any indiwidnai slre e—tsn ee^ in sneh a way aa to refuse the 
highest enjoyment of the rights of 'Pursuit of happiness* such conduct 
would naturally follow as to any amiber of eitlsen where renditions al¬ 
lowed. These of me who will bnt reflect for the pact few years ean read¬ 
ily s em es lvc that there seems to have eonstsntly increased isnerelly with 
the publle among all classes a bad humor* it seems to me that sneh Is the 

g f a »*S vfl»44s— rt theft l on ulrf thi nk it OthSrWiSS Still hOttSSt 0b- 
serwations impsl m to maim the s tatensttt that f do * turt le s-wfa o- auffer 


from these discontents do not make good citizens and without good citizens 
the* administration of Justice and general peace and prosperity ere re- 

sn fluen cs o f w hich doatr o v - th s . h lfh i deals of genuine patri¬ 


otism, the surest;guaranty of ail good government. 

Before i oloee now i will say that four years ago i voted for the pres¬ 
ent administration; at the time 1 was in business therefore did not take 
the t las to do any work • ■ 1 have since fe it inclined trhev way although I 
must say some incidents have happened seats ef w hich I hews mentioned that 
i felt was "Teaching my ssheel* Still i haws been Inclined to pass them 
never- the -less if such is g#t§§ to continue them X must fmestlon such 
conduet to that extent as refuse a vote in November,provided health per¬ 
mits me to be at the elect ten at the time* 1 should consider ay reason 
sufficient because genuine sympathy for every eitlsen,however humble, is 
so much of thb verb ssseneo of good government, I must refuse a vote where 
it occurs to me where sueh if nob po ss es s e d or represented by the candi- 
datss. i will not Write any aors at pea sant. I could wo on and tell you 
several incidents connected with the 'Wlckis* and a bank account with 
American National Bank, XeAle star, 0S1*. where l use to rim an account for 
a bus iness with which I was associated ales sons of which bank last named 

to be* §|fi but wtn not* Har jkgtsea in b wsln s ae* In^Uwt^ow^from way 
23rd 1906 until About I aould to on and offar aararml 


reasons why it' 
party not to a< 
reasons of any 
have whioh I 





by 

t havw only mentioned incidents I 
to wish mo. change sad# in the 


nlekls whloh £ recently noticed proposed, a few days ago. 


HPG 


A humble citizen, 














Xx2* ' 


<3d 3 * o 
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3 MACDOU&1|L|^^Vy 
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-D AHI El* : GJ*JESTE)R F REMC H 

A ' GLENDALE 
^ _ MASSAC H U SETTS. 


July. 17 , 1912 . 


* i M 

Turn . Honorable ' 

-ffiie _ Seer©"barry—o^ 

' Washington 9 D. C. 


tmwirm 


Bureau of the mint, , 
REO. JU1_24 19f2“| 


t— 




Sir * Mr. James. E. Fraser -bells* me that, you wish m y opi ni on on the _ 

artistic qualities of the designs^hich he has made for the obverse 
arid reverse of the.five cent pW... I have examined them carefully 
and with keen interest and I have no hesitation in giving them my . _ 

hearty approval . They are very fine both in .design- and in execution 
and I thinb ham msaaon -tCLJa&S-gZ^^ satisfaction in the 




that this beautiful coin has been made by your direction and is to ho 

Mr. Fraser' has my sincere _ 





.on ». 


congratulations on the result of his labors . 

Mr. Fraser has also shown me the design containing 

thebhead^f IMLMH OTresslng the sope that this 

may be utilized for one of the other ooins . It would seem a p y 

, ... i /-s-p +"fn^ Tnpfis.Hic art, and so striking 

to lose so charming an example of the. meaamc • 

r-a "portrait, of* the man • - 

-— - Very respectfully -y 





v 
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NEW YORK CITY 
3 MACDOUGAL ALLEY 


\ 




9AJ& 


^TT| Hm** ‘iiTtiUTfa I I, |I l ' l|t r-y ■!>■-■- ,-f-F‘LT j r T— 

1 fftEtt^of th« Wffli I 

! BEC. • 1919 1 

, — ■» , . 5 




d>t> 


H y™ 












/lAfcO 



V &*^A- 


y\ 





A 


* 




3aS3/0 


194. N.WABASH AVENU E 


August 14 v 1912. 








DoorMfC Roberta:- 

V 

- _ If it not too much trouble, oouldyou 

~~ ~ 

j 

bo kind oriough. to lot* mo know how the situation 
stands in/.regard to the \ 9 sign for [the now 
Nickol, and what tho noxt siep will bo. 


With kindest personal Vbgeurds, 1 am, 


Sincerely yours^ 


on. Goo. 

Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C. 
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Geo E Roberta 
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I am ready to, oome to Washington with the models at once 


\ 


let me knowjyhen you *ant me - * 

J E Fraser 


j.. 
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m 

th£ secretary of the treasury 

r !» . . • 


WASH I NGTON 


Ihrblthj.H.H*, 

August 31, 1912# 


Dear Mr# Roberts: . 

I inclose a letter from Gass Gilbert, 
another member of the Commission on Fine 
Arts, expressing apprgvalef Mr# Fraser’s 
design. Please return the letters I have 
sent you^to my office* *• 

Sincerely yours, 

* ■ N _ 


/ i^^h dLxjclk^% 


Honorable George E* Roberts, 
Director of the Mint. 
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■ Hon. Franklin UacVeagh^^, y ofi the Treasury 
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1 think you would te 

arrangement b on the hasie 



4^_malclTig;.the 


s" iH.B'v Blashfield- 
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'N 
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THE SECRETARY OF THT TREASURY 
WASHINGTON 


Roberts 


July 20, 1912. 

* 

f Bureau of tlw f oin t— ■ 
RtC. i' 5 L 24 191? 


I enclose a letter I have received 

- - y 

from Mr, Daniel C, French p in which he ex- 
presses his favorable opinion of Mr, Fraser's 
design for the new five-cent piece, 

1 have acknowledged receipt of Mr* 
French's leiter. 
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\; 


TREAS U RY D EPARTME NT 


^JLecRtSjP 


'•■■•yt 


a .'" 


WASMINGTOI 


Dear Mr* Roberts: 


Dublin, I.H., 

.Jgg U. - ig> 

bureau of k bn mint, 

IEC. fecP “13 tst2 i 


/ 

I jyisited the President on Hiursd^ and showed him the let- 

A . • • / 

ters of Messrs* Blasjifield, Jjrilbert end French; and^told him what 
was going on. He told me he did not know anything about it before; 
and I think felt as though I had not wished to appeal to his artis¬ 
tic sense* He asked me if X ha&\ the n things u * along; hut of course 


id 


terview of course left me free to go ahead; and he expects nothing 

\ ____ —- — ■— -1 —-:—--:— 

further* ' ' \ 

\ * ' J 

Itxoccurred to me, however:, after X left Beverly that it wi^Ld 

he a politVthing to have Mr* Fraser go to Beverly and show the de- 
signs to the President; and if. possible to have Mr* French go with 

, _* 'v * 

him - Mr* French being in the neighborhood. . 

I wish therefore yb^ would arrange this, and telegraph me if - 
y^u can; and I will call upd^he President and'have an appointment " 

N ' — -f *•—■ 

made for them* I think this-wou^d be allowing proper considered 























TR EASU RYD E PARTM E NT 




WASHINGTON 


H -N 




Dublin, H.H., , 

_August gO, 191&* 


- L*" TOV' 


1 - - 

- '•* *v**jn* j 

: , ££C. L. i- 4—^12) 

Dear M, Roberta; 1 ■ ——* 

* - „ 

In Hew Yoifc: on Wednesday I bad a long interview with. Edwin 
Howland Blashfield, member of the Fine Arts Commission, as I told 

you I would. Mr* Fraser had already ooramunioated with Mr. Bl&sh- 

r ^ ^ / 

field, but an appointment had not Ipeen made for a meeting irtien I 
saw Mr. Blashfield, I eacplainedlihe matter to him and he had an 


interview the same day? and* the letter 


rairatMv 


the galdo: 


torn, show, the result. If I were you I would not wait any longer . 

^ _ - ' 

It is evident that we oa^ liave the complete approval of the Fine 

^ K - 

Arts Comnission. Mr. Hastings I see from the newspapers is still 

» , 

abroad., though-he will now of course come home very <yiicJcly because 

*1 V * * 

house in the country burned down the day, I was<in,fiew York. 

• i-?. 

Mr. Blashfield told me that he thought highly of Mr. Fraser’s gen- 

«•» ' ^ , 

oral work, but had not of course seen the designs for the nickel. 

• ' - 'n. 

Very sincerely yours, 
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v __ . • _ r _.. . . * _ - - _ s __ 4 . > : _», v ? 2 _>_ -v jjr ZZ ~ 1 . " . - 

Hon George E Roberta.Director of the Mint.Treasury Department, 


^-v-v jp==E Ci.r.^ 1 .. 

.i * 


■ — - - - - -T '>7 " JCaah i npt fin ■ jpy G. 

* . * „ ' ' - ' ’ v 1 % , . ■ 

\ ^ % " - - * , 

The President will be glad-.to see Mr Eraser Saturday^ October fifth at . 
three o'dlook. Please “arrange with Mr—Eraser and write Rudolph Forster. 


franklin MacVeagfc: 


102$4m> 


V ' 
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Mr Geo E. Roberts ,Director of'the Mint^ 


The arrangement Cor me "to call on^the President at Beverly on 

f S', »v * 

r» .*'• - - ‘ / ’ ■ ' ‘ ' ' • • , ... 

Saturday,October fifth,at three p m suits me perfectly 

/' 0 + * * * 

. wr , - "" • J E Eraser ~ ^ 

« * . * 

♦ \ 

1108am 



“New YorkTt)ct-l -1912 


W ash in gt ,o n ^ D„« C 


l,tv 


"• 1. 
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-z 1 


J 














19¥U 1£0 S 39 Govt 


:ecut-ivO Off ifeo vPoVerl y, Ml 


Hon Goo B Robe rta, Director 


i ' i \ 

.VaBhingtonjBoG • 


* '-V. 

T3^%revident finds it nscsaaary ts Isays Bsytrly to-morrow morning 

,V ? - r. / • - v _ . ^-v . 

ts^fip j|S|p^sng^easntirma^ asms tims ago. 

appointment for ltr Frazer. Please inform him. ; —, \ - 


:'_Rudolph- ..Forster 


, 1107am 
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HEW YORK CITY 
3 MACDOUGAL ALLEY 


.October 14, 1912 


Dear Hr* Roberts; 


- — ■■ Thank you ffrr your Letters ~ 

from time to time{ I haven’t answered them 
because I thought there was no answer neces¬ 
sary*' But I am still ready to go, at a V 
moment’s notice, to show the models to the , 
President* 

T7ith best regards, I am. 
Faithfully yours, 


George E* Roberts, Esq* 








’ OFFICE OF 

DIRECTOR OF THE MINT 

IN RCPLYINQ QUOTE INITIALS'' ” 


3/o 

■ r- 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


WASHINGTON October 28,' 1912. 




Dubliif If. H. . 

October 24, 1912* 1 


TminnAum riM ftROM TH3 SECRETARY 
BOH HR. EV W. TAYLOR. 


- > 


» 4 

DirectOj^Koberts asked me to find out whether 
it would "be necessary for Mr. Fraser to go to Beverly 
to see the PreaidfcBt’ about the'design for the ne^ 

, 1' r . k 

nickel coih; and to let his office know. I made';an 
armointment with Mr. Forster, which afterwards, the 
President Gould not keep because he had to gd away 



j£m 


prevent any delay in Mr• Fraser’s work. 

Please personally give this information to Mr. 
Robert’s office. Someone there is prepared to receive 


it. 


F. MoV. 


9 

(Mr. Forster wired department that the president had 
been* consulted and had no interest in seeing Mr*~ Fraser. } 

- —i 
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NEW YORK CITY 
3 MACDOUGAL ALLEY 

December 1, .1912 

Dear Ur. Roberta: 

• ^ 

I am in receipt of a letter 
from Mr. Kobbs—which I am enclosing—in refer¬ 
ence to the five-cent piece. 

-So 

I notice that there is no con¬ 
cession whatever on his r part; he asks me to re¬ 
duce the size of the buffalo, inscription, etc., 
eight-one-hundredths of an inch which, practically 
is one-tenth of an inch. ' I have carefully consid¬ 
ered every space surrounding the buffalo and” have 
changed them all back and forth many times,- arriv¬ 
ing at this design only after the utmosT care. • So 
you see how radical any change approximating one-- 
tenth of an inch would.be in the relation of the 
spacing in a coin of this size. 

it is no sur e 

thing that the- coin-detjctor will be- a practical 
success. I suggested that the first rim of the 
nickel be used instead of the circle inside the 
fretwork-and'also to bring the second circle near¬ 
er the stars. This I am sure can be done. 

1 It is plain to be seen that they 

are trying to get_ everything they can at my ex-, 
pehse; - and T hardly think that the'Government 
should be forced to accept a design v^hich is in- 



ferior to the present one when the machine* i 

could be changed without'altering to any szxe at I 
decree its effectiveness, thus leaving the coin » 1 
nearly in its present state. There would have 1 
to be a slight reduction even in event of using J 
the first rim of the nickel^ In the future, this 1 
would eliminate-the wide rim whioh, on the-pres- I 
ent coin, is wholly out of proportion to ite size | 
thereby adding to the difficulty in making the de-1 
sign. We should think cf the future, also, so | 
that,it will not be possible to have this trouble 1 
&gain. I called on Mr. French and he thinks it J 
would be nearly out of the Question to make so | 
great a change inTiy^des ign. | 

I gnly received, the coins from Mr. Hobbs I 
last'Saturday so have haa\little time to work on J 
them. I am perfectly willing to anything to help! 
them without making the delsign bad> j 

As I understandjit now, I aim to make the j 
reductions, send them to the Mint and see what J 
the result will bo. I will have Mr. Wiel send ] 
you the price on the reductions; it may be j 

chedper than usual as this is a trial. f 

"* WI , * ■>■■■■ . i 3 

- FaTtEf ; — ~~~4 



(Copy) 


Mr. J. E. Fraser, 

3, Macdougal Alley, 

New York City, N:Y: 

» 

Dear Mr. Fraser: 


Iforeeeter, 

L 


3 OvS -3/ 6 

s. November 22, 1912. 




i Bureau of the mint 

•jREc. ore 3 lm? 


y 




Ijam'i^eturning to you to-day by Registered Post th^ two 
prpof coins whienyou entrusted to-me for measurement. In our 
•study of thses in connection with the current five-cent coin, 
and the coin-testing machine, we find that there will -be needed 
no change In the design - of the Buffalo side, but only ^ Sight change 

In proportion -. or size. 


The absolute requirements are:- 




A root circle inside the rim on the reverse 
' A root circle inside-the rim on,the face 



which in this connection is the Buffalo? 
broken cir.de inside the inscription 
bearing on the face .(body) of the'figure 
A "centre bearing _ 


With the proof coins I am eending to you a standard five- 

cehtre point, ,5, Herewith I hand you a drawing which gives the 
diameters and heights upon which we must rely to successfully test 
the old and the proposed new ooins, and to separate them^from for- 

" ’ "eTgnTTalle;“and imi-tation coiW^na^foWHsr™“ ' 


V The design- 1 ef-Hhe .Buffalo and the Indian head are so 
excellent that it would be asking too much to have them changed, 
hut the results desired can all be achieved by reducing the -Buf— - 

falo figure 8/100 of an inch in length and otherwise in proportion. 
This -will give ample space for the outside, circle, and the broken 
circle will - then fall just outside the. hump. The height between 
the root circle 3, and *fche circular bearing 4, and the centre point 
5, are'easily accomplished without in any way altering the general 
design.: The foundation for^the feet could be lowered a trifle 

and the root c l rclp 3, pa s s'o ver it without altering the design. 

It is nearly low'''enough now. 

- . ... — / _ . . - 

_ _ _ _ ' \. _ .* * * J 

There should also be a root circular bearing around ^the“ 
Indian head inside the 1 rim, as shown upon the reverse of the marked 
coin. This is for the purpose oT getting the standard thiekne^s upon 
w'hioh the test measurements are based* . ' / j; : 

' J 






"The botlfejn of the broken circle 3 neecl 'not be flat, but, 
may be more or. lees'so, prbvided we have approximately'the root 
depth at all points.- _ 

With the slight changes ^indicated I cannot see that the 
appearanoe of the coin will be marred and the public will then be 
given the full advantage of the automatic sales devloe which\I 

have described to you. - 

. , • 

I am requesting Mr. C. U; Carpenter, our New York asso¬ 
ciate, who will have to meet the public in introducing these 
machines afe salds agent,of the American Stamp andTioket Vending 
Machine Co., No. 30 Church street, for whom this company is acting, 
to call - upon you and he will make any needful explanation of these 
matters. ' ! "V ' 

> T V - ' 

Thankihg you for the courtesy of your reception and 
greatly appreciating the interest shown by You ,^nd Mf. Roberts in 
this whole matter,' I remain, . 

Sincerely yours. 


J3WH.S 

ENC. 




<stgned)^C»„JL„aob_b,e, 


' r l 
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NEW YORK CITY 
3 MACDQVGAL ALLEY 





December 11, 1912 


Dear Mr. Roberts: 


I would like to leave New 
York for WashingtofTon the coming Monday night 
• to show you what it is necessary to do with 

the hew nickel* Will you and Mr* MacVeagh 

/ ‘ 

-.be in on Tuesday? 

Sincerely yours, 


George E. ’ Roberts, Esq* 
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THE MINT OF THE UNITED STATES AT^PHI LADELPHI A, 


SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, * 


December .31, 1912, 


vr- 


j Biirew o 1 rh^ rr»»n> : 
i REG, JAN 2 1913 i 


11 


The Director of the Mint, 
Ifashington ^J), C, 


Sir: 


As Mr. Frazer has expressed' a desire to be present 


at the experimental striking of the ijiew fivei-cent piece, 

I beg to inform you that we will be read£ for this trial 

"ohr^ueiday^morning, January 7th. "fliTT youkindly arrange 

9 

for Mr, Frazer to be here at that time,- or if that date 


should not suit, have him name as early a date as possible 

* k • » 

advising me of the same. 


. Be spect fully 




Superintendent, 









'X 


*r 


4- 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


OFFICE Of^ ENGRAVER 






^7 


MINT OF THE UNITED STATE8 

* 

* 

Philadelphia. Pa. 

- January v/Hh, 1943/ 


/ * 


Hon. George-'E. Hobart a , 


/ 


u> 


\ ’* 


* v * 


c 


Director of Jptia Hint, 

Washington, D. C. 


* 






/ 


Sir:- 


V 

It may-not have ocourad to you the necessity of having 

- 1 » y A / 

possession of all models and moulds of whatever kind or 


~X 




condition, also bronse eastings or wax reductions, "in fact 

Mevei^thinglthatJaas beenmade in connection wi th the ne w Five 

. ^ ^ 

Cent coin. 


/ 


I wish to call your attention to this-matter because^from 


"v 


the character of the design and execution of thp same I am 

convinced that it would be an easy matter to counterfeit the 

«✓ 

new coin and therefore,” it is most desirable that everything 

•%sr t 

- I 

that has been made in the production of the same should be 
deposited in the Mint. 

* '» o 

Respectfully, 


V. 


( t 


B. 





l 
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BT " HEW YORK, Jan 11 1913 


G«o B.Ro’ h ertg 


of th« Mint 




JSwSrSKiW! ;»f “tEr 


lUtaaMmui 

Mil e“V • 


,Am working on models with. iji^nlTor^of machine 
week, very difficult, problem 


4 0 


expect finished dies next 


\ 
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The mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 


SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, 


.Jamlary 11, 1913. 


3/0 

stmt* 


The Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D. G, 


Sir: 


In reply to your letter,of the 10th instant, in 


reference to the new 5-cent piece, ,1 beg to inform you 

o * 

that the Fngraver states that he intends to harden the 

-«*r * 

-i .1 I — »■ —— <■ — -*-S» •*— »*»- * ■» «» ■ ■.» SM ■< ■ I.»■ ■■ ■■ »u.m iro » . . ■ 1 « ■ ■ ■.■ n » i I WMI i nUJWMt— „ 

\ 

hubs today dhd will be ready to begin the manufacture 

X V 

of the working dies on Monday. If he stops all other 


work he can have a 1 supply of x dies sufficient to start 
all the presses in this mint and also ship to the Denver 
and San Francisco mints in ten days^after receipt of your 

i ^ . 

a 

order. The Superintendent of -the Coining Department states 
»^he can turn out $15,000 per day if all the presses are put 

- . • f 

on this coin. 

>8* ' , 

In accordance with your conversation over the telephone 

this morning, we will start the making of the dies'on Monday 


and push the matter. 


Respectfully, 

4 i . _ 


Superintendent. 


X 

\ 



3 o3r 3 / o 















vHT 


ft" 




'■% ^ — ' 


3 o .5^3 / o 


* 

Vi v * ' 


\ ?\V * i 


18WU MOJMJ 49 8: ex 


j- 


i r 


. ■ ■ - J i PUP* 1 * of thp 'nyn* 1 

SEW YORK; jan 20^L9I-t fEC . J Afl3^l9BT ; ' 


-*-- 




V - 


=^F 


V yjiy. 


-> ' * < 

Director of the Mint, Mr Roberta, 


Waohingto n ,D. £• 


<JGrwijkng you at suggest ion of Mr Fraser, advising you our inventor 
lie it h, will visit/Philadelphia Mint tomorrow to go over suggested modi¬ 
fications in neVr five cent coins, Will you jcindly wire proper author!- 
iy there to take-thia up with Reith / 


American Stamp ahd^icket Vending Machine Co 
C F^Carpepter, V P and G- M —— 


ia^cssaaHs»*@@^»B5flE2: 
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by worl^ng w’^tt inyentor untib ka was satiaifiad 
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1 


Hon.' Director of the Mint, Mr. ®bberts^ 
Washington, . 

D.C-. ■' 


My dear Sir:- 


As ‘Mr. Fraser has probably informed you, we, ** 
by acting on your-suggestion of working together, have come 
to the conclusion that certain modifications canTie made in 

used on^ efar machines and at. the same time not detract from 
its artistic value.. 

•’. -- -/ 

^ Mr. Fraser has sent the modified dies to 

i rivBirtTrrT^ 

he in Philadelphia tomorrow morning to go over the matter 
very carefully with the* die makersr I therefore^sent you 
a telegram aslcing you to be kind enough to wire authority 
/_ to the. Philadelphia Mint to take this matter ur> with Mr^ 

‘ Reith. ■“ ~ . "" • ". - , 



We greatly appreciate the attitude of yourself 
and Mr* Fraser in this matter for, it was a question of the 
most serious imnort to us. Our machines are, now in daily- 
use in the Hudson Tunnels and will soon be in many other 
important places in* *6 his City and Boston. 




thanking you sincerely fo 
ation, I*remain, ^ 

Yours v^y truly, 

♦ .' American Stamp & Ticket Tend 
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The Mint of the United stages at Philadelphia, 

" Super i ntendjz^ts Office, * * 


January 22 





r- ^ 


r * i 


3 


Th6 Director of the Mint* 
/ Washington* D*C* 


Sir 


Today, in the presence of Messrs* Clark* Buckley* 


Bird, Hewitt* Proud and myself 60 milled nickel blanks* 
in three lots of 20 each of different cutting and mill¬ 


ing* were used in experimental strikes with a view of 

^ * 

ascertaining the most editable blank for the new de sign 


five cent nickel piece* After these experiments hod been 


completed the 60 pieces were destroyed in the presence of 

• i - 

Mr* Clark and myself# 


Respectfully 



p print en d cnt, 




A 
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The Mint opthe 2 United States at Philadelphia, 

Superintendents/O^fioEi 

' ' • 

- 

January 21, 1913, 
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/* 


The Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D, C, 


Sirs 




As requested in your telegram of today and your 

" «. 

s -5 - 

conversation over the telephone,, I beg to enclose here- 

' X , 

with-one of the new 5-cent-nickel pieces struck today 


from the dies as modified by the Jfeigraver, The only 

^ . % 

change is in the border, which jh^s been made round and 


true. The model was all free hand work and therefore 
ndt ^mechanically correct', which it had to be in order 
to conform to the requirements of modern coinage* The 
change was ^approved by Mr, Fraser this morning and he 

expressed himself as highly pleased, considering we had 

■»» 

improved the piece. 


Respectfully, 


r 



Superint endent, 


The dies that Mr, Barber is working on are 
the improved design, 


& 
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THE 


iMltit OF THE; "UNITED SftyfEji At PHILADELPHIA, 

Superintendent's Office. 


January 24, 19X3. 


/_ 1 J*> 



':f’038 


The Director of the Mint, 
tfaehingion, D.tt 

Sir*. 


« -m* ^ •rfSJ 


* I beg to report that on Tuesday, January 
21st, forty nickel /blanks ife re procured from the 


Joining : 


rpnlne^of- 


which word struck from the dies of the new design 




5-cent nickel piece in the presence ox Messrs. 

IT orris, Hart, Mr. Fraser, the designer, and two rep re- 


these pieces.'was forwarded to you and eight are in the 
possession of the Bngraver, The remaining thirty-one 

• _ • *4 

— **" 

•blanks have' been re timed to the Superintendent- ol.the 
Coining Department. Copy of jtagraver' s letter enclosed 

Respectfully', ‘ + 




fflfDerintendenfc. 














**& 


COPY 




j 
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The mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 

* V— - - 

_ » 

SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, 

v 4 - 

-4 - 

January 24, 1913# 


, 3 » 

‘•v 
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k t ' 
J 

f. 


> 
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/ 


Hon* John H. Landis, 

Supe rintsjfdent, 


V- >'”V) r>f nf’in-t, 

j-1' ! ’ ‘ j ^ *' ' 


L - 




Sir: 


In compliance with instructions of the Director nf the 


Mint received in letter-'of the 20th c inst., namely, that wa 


should confer with Mr. Fraser, also with parties interested 





beg to state that I held such a conference and found that I 

V 

at»a-mrtna.r 1 t ’Ro'pitr»~on jngy * 


devica .rsqjiired. Thera fore to satisfy both ilr. Prassr and ths 

/h 

manufacturer of the coin detecting device it ms necessary to 


strike sqme pieces for the inspection of both parties concerned. 
Forty blanks were^procured from the Superintendent of the Ooin^ 


ing Department and'nine pieces were stxuck in the presence of 

3 

the Superintendent and Chief Clerk. One of the pieces was sent 


to the Director on the 21st inst. and eight pieces I am holding 

«. * 

until we hear fYbm the Director after his examination of the coin 


submitted, when we can destroy them according to the regulation. 


The remaining 31 blanks I hhve returned to the Superintendent. 

jp' 

Respect fully, 

(Signed) Chas. ft. Barber 


/ 


Engraver. 
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The Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 


Superintendents Office, 


January 24, 1913* 


The Director of the Mil ht 9 
Washington, D.C* 


jr tfab 


Sir: 


I bog to inform you that in furthor experimental 


•> 

work in connection with the now design 5~cont nickel piece 

■» 

thirteen (13) pieces were this day struck injtha- = . praganao^- 

«2f 

of Messrs* Clark, Buck-ley, Bird, Hewitt, Proud, and myself* 

The»eH>'hirteen^pieces W3» -imrnedjuitely^thereMte.r-d0 st royod _ 

\ 

in the presence of Mr* Clark and myself* 

. V 

. Hespectfully, ± 


<-y~\ 


— \ ■ 


v ' 


V 


/ 


■f 
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HEINRICH yrOLLHElM? PRESIDENT ‘ ^ C. U. CARPENTER, VICE-PRESIDENT AND GEN‘L M<2R.' 


CURT WOLUHEIM, SECRETARY-TREASURER 


AMERIC 


z 



CABLE ADDRESS: ASTUMQO 

- -r—— - AWC-STH KDlTtO H- — 

NEW YORK 
30 CHURCH STREET 


Stamp and Ticket Vending machine Co. 

==========i Aatumro ■ ' ’ = » 


Worcester. Massachusetts 


V 


WorcesterVmass. January 23, 1913. 


Hr. Georgs E. Roberts, 




Director of the Hint, 

Washington, IL C. 


> s . 




•* »’ i-L* 

• It *1 


1* 




Dear Sir: 


<9 


I \ TTfV ^ «# A V V MV - w — mu if > 1 rni .U W . ■ ^ — — w w —r — — ’ 

With Mr. Prsoer, the artist, to examine the new dies for the five- 
oent coin whioh is being prepared. I am quite disturbed this morning 
at ths report which he brings back that the changes whioh were 
promised by Mr. Praaer have not been made in the dies, and that one 
hundFOdTaetB of "d i ss of" a p a 1 1 e r p-whic h pr ao t i oa 1 ly-pr ee lad e s -us- 1 * 
using theooin in our machines; hare been prepared ready for use. 

* -» o - 

We were not aware that the matter had gone so far and oan 
wa now arrange with you to *1 low us to h ave on e or two of^Jthese 
doing to m&kra " a o ar efut sur v e y o f "them t so as t^o dotarmine just 


wviuc mu uwae ® usmsas« ? wg v* *** v 

whether or not our business is ruin ed, or whether we oan a dopt our 


machines t 


>eisg made? 


& 


r •' '\ ‘ * ’ 

. I feel sure that you would not knowingly hare forward 
matter at the so great disadvantage of this enterprise, had 
ffclly bBSKSSTSIX theaiToutats»jw, 



X trust that I may have word from you by return post that 
permission will “be given the Director ojf the Mint to supply us with 
some of these oolns for testing. 

- , a 

Tours truly, 

31 AMP & TICKET VBSDIHG MGR. CO/ 

St 


CVH.3 



Treasurer. 







I 


i> OS 2>J o 


NEW YORK CITY 
3 MACDOUGAL ALLEY 


i 


January 26 , 1915 


Dear Mr* Robertas 


As you know, we found the dies wfeiCoh were 
both 'worked oyer with Mr* Keith the inventor and myself to 
be very little more aid than t&ose which were done the 
first time* 


I don't know whether you understood that 
the firsj; models were carefully worked over to fit the 
6oin-det eoting machine and in making the Second dies, I 
tried to have them absolutely oorreot* , But, as we have 
seen, the difference after—the reduction was made was so 
•light that my two-weeks work went for nothing* 


The Hobbs people have offered to pay me 


——-f o r m v^ti TOHsutHNaat^iiot^ b e prope r „or 

the right ethics*^ You understand that thp- designs were 
finished six months, ago, to our satisfaction and to the 


a.rrt.TAigfrj 


satisfaction of the Art Commission; so that all the work 
done 8inoe then has been at the instigation of the\Hobbs 
Manufacturing Company. \I oould have done several pedals 
in the time I have spent in ohanging the design)# the one- 

-It 1 _ 1 - 11. A _ e J _ • • A * % V <« 

>nnera 


times. 


I find the engraving which was necessary to 
make the two sides of the; 00 in fit exactly, the reduction' 

Buffalo's head 41 beautifully done,showing no difference 
between the surface which I put on the models and the one 
^bhey h ave made* I am delighted with their woric 

I shall see that all the models are des¬ 
troyed, except those whioh will molt likely ~be wanted at 


ft. 


the Hint in Philadelphia. 

\ 

Many thanif for ypur interest and persever¬ 
ance in trying to preserve the artlstio effeot of 
my design ahd, at the same time* meet the require¬ 
ments or the publio at large. 

' * T 


^erel; 


Very sincerely yours. 


-«=v 


Mr. George E* Roberts 



i 











HEINRICH WOLLHEIM, 'PRESIDENT 


C. U. CARPENTER,; ViCE-PREElDENT AND OEN'U 


JURTWO 
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CURT WOl-LHElMi SECRETARY-TREASURER 




AMERICAN STAMP AND TICKET VENDING MACHINE CO. 

■ =i Aatumro ■ - 1 


Worcester. Massachusetts 


CABLE ADDRESS; A8TUMCO 

ABC 8TH EDITION 


NEW YORK 
30 CHURCH stREET 
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Worcester, Mass, jj 


^ ry 


28, 1903 


Director oftheMlnt, 


3$ 


Washington, D, C. 


Dear Sir: 




Your esteemed favor of the 26th is reoeived. I trust you 


do not think our group are' at all unmindful of the oourtesy you .have 


shown us in the matter of this coin', far from it, and-1 find on fur¬ 


ther inquiry of Mr. -Keith that he expressed to Mr, Fraser and to the 
Engraver the opinion that he possibly oould use the new coin in the 

. A 

form in iffhioh it has been put through the efforts of the Engraver to 


make it meohanioally symmetrioal.^ 

, i ’ -- _ 

But we shall have to change our entire mechanism over in 


order to handle the new coin, whereas, had the changes been made as 


suggested toMr. Fraser, this would not have been necessary. With the 

" " * ~~ 

old meohani8m we were positive. When wo havei to go into the field 

J 

of experiment-ho devise a new meohanism we are not positive. 


I am advised by our Philadelphia associate, Mr. Edward F. 


Henson, that ho has reoeived authorization from you to have one. of 

' ~ ..-o-. . . - 


the new nlokels sent to us. We are expecting to receive this, per¬ 


haps tomorrow, and we shall then he in better position to determine 


just where we stand in relation to this matter. 1 sincerely trust 


















HEINRICH WOLLHEIM. PRESIDENT 


. ^ 


C. U. CARPENTER, VICE-PRESIDENT AND GEN'L MGR. 


CURT WOLLHEIM, SECRETARY-TREASURER 


American Stamp and ticket Vending machine Co. 

■ '' " • —i Aatumm ■ - = — = ! 


Worcester. Massachusetts 


CABLE ADDRESS: ASTUMCO 

- AB C BTH EDITION 

NEW YORK 
30 CHURCH STREET 


Worcester, Mass. Januarjr28, 1913 


Mr. 660 , E, Roberts. 


2 . 


that the easy optimism of our Mr, Relth was In this ins tan oe wall 


placed, and that my anxiety as tooths erent will prove to have been 
Unfounded. 

Again thanking you for your consideration in this matter. 


1 remain. 


v - 


-V 


Sincerely yours. 


AMERICAN STAMP AND TICKET VENDING MACHINE CQ. 


v. 


By 



CWH.S 










I, 



M y dear - Sir : - 



/ 


WKen our invent ot Mr. Reith visited the Philadelphia 
mint with Mr. Fraser,-the arrangement- was made that one of the new 
five oent coins was to he struck off of the dies and sent to us, in 
order that we might see how this would work in our vending machines. 
et yve have heard not hing’ about thi s and we x would greatly appre¬ 


ciate it 


VJ ici, u c; jl u l j. you. wo / W.XV V*. X 4W v V ^ ^ 

hurry this matter along for us as quickly as possible 


- - - o f q ur^l§~i-naere . a r) p r bj 

yqu may do in this matter, we remain* 



an ything . 


Yours very truly, / 

< - nA / ... 

A meric an* Stamp- & Ticket—lending Machine CLa, 


cuo/fvf 





V.? * & G.M. 




/ 
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HEINRICH WOLLHEIM, PRESIDENT 


C. U. CARPENTER. Vjce-Pri*ioe 1 nt and Ginx Man, 


CURT WOLL,HEIM, SECRETARY-TREASURER 


American Stamp and Ticket Vending machine Co. 

'■ =====z ■ —=3 Aalumrn ■ - — ==» 


WORCESTER7MASSACHUSETTS 


CABLE ADDRESS: ASTUMCO 

- - -A iC‘»TH-«IHTK) N . . ■ 

' NEW YORK 
SO CHURCH STREET 



Worcester, Mass. January 29, 1913 


Hon. Geo. E. Roberts, 


Direotor of the .Mint, 


Bnrer.' ' 


Washington, I). C. 


Dear Sir: 


* 

Permit me to. advise you of .the receipt from Mr. Edward P. 

__ -- ' ' 1 ‘ / • 

Henson of 3?biXs*deiphia of one of the tiew niojfcfrl coins, which has 

- been the silbjeot of . previous correspondence. _- 7- 

Mr. Henson advised me that he has signed a receipt to the 
effect that this coin must be delivered back-by the 10th of February. 
It will he impossible for us to design and make the new coin detectors 


within the time spei 


ir had hoped that the new coin 


would enable us to UBe the pattern we had already perfected. We find 
that we shall have to make a very great change in the detector in 
order to use this new coin and the old coin in the same mechanism, 
therefore, will you kindly extend the time at which this coin should 

. ' / v »' . '- 

be returned to the firab day of March, in place of the tenth of 

* 

* 

February. ^ 

I do not wish to oause Mr. Henson any trouble in the matter, 
nor to bother the good people in Philadelphia about it , * ■ 

i 

* . . o-' 

avoided; therefore, I am applying directly to yoii and X trust you 

t 

o 

wifi pardon my doing so# 




Yo]pirs truly, 

AMEHICM STMP & TICKET VEHDIHG MCH,. CO# 

SI -ig-o Treasurer. 







w 
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.The Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 

Superintendent 1 ? Office. 

. January 29, 1913 


r* 1 

■ VI 


——-* 


3o 


-f*r 


The Director of the. Mint, 

Washington, B. 0. 

Sir: 

I bog to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 

-*\ 

28th inrtsnt, enclosing copy of a communication received 
from the Jteericar. Stomp and lis^ei Tending Machine Co* in 


" 


rtf© re nee to the now design fiwe-cent nickel piece* Your 

letter pi-authority t o d eliyeg-one of t he la st »t r uck of 

• « 

\ 

these new five-Ant pieces ms received about noon on the 
27th. Mr. Benaoh ms notified but ms too buoy that often- 
noon to oall and receipt ter it. He cane, however, early on 


the morning of the 28th, received the coin and receipted for 

t 

it i io he returned not later than February 10th in accordance 
with your instruct lone* 

In rsferenoe to shat yas said when Mr* Fraser, Mr* Henson, 

v * / ‘ 

and Mr* Beith were present, X enclose herewith a statement made 
by Mr* Baxter* 

The conversation between Mr. Beith, Mr. Barber, Mr. leaser 


and Mr* Benson iyxwfexwnoe to whether this coin would wck£ satis¬ 
factorily in the Vending Conpany 1 s machine was not heard by rnyself 
and the Chief Clerk, but from what was said by Mr* Fraser and Mr* 

y 

Baited inoediately after the trial, bears out the statement of Mr* 

Respectfully 

Superintendent, 


Baxter* 




3 o 3 i 
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or 





OFFICE OF THE 8WPERIN)TENDENTSJ 



TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

MINT OF THE UNITED STATES 

Philadelphia. Pa. 

Jamary 29 , 1913 


Eon* John H* Landis , 

Superintendent* 

Sir: 


My recollection of tha conference bald on the 21st instant with 
, Mr* Fraser and Mr* Keith, also Mr* Hanson, in regard to tha new lira 
Cant coin is perfectly clear, 

•a 

Mr* Raith oame to my offioa first and explained what ms required 

\ • * - 

to make tha coin accept able to the Handing Company* Mr* Hanson, also 

‘i 

a repre sent at Its of the Company, dene next and Mr* Fraser last* Tha 

* » 

subjectwaa fully diaeussed in all it a tearing#, Mr, Tiwr wiiraoxo 

w * 

than satisfied with tha hub* as made by ms, ani disapproved of the new 

reduction* from his altered model* As Mr* Rsith could not judge from 

✓ 

the hubs whether a ooin made from tha dies would be satisfactory to him 

end suitable to his device, I proposed that a ooin should be struck in 

/ 

* the pxwiehce of these three gentlemen This sug^ition wse gladly accepts 

rf ' 

ed* The regular blanks were procured and tha first pair of finished 
dies that my hand raated upon in tha dia drawer «i taken. Me than 
' proceeded to the medal zoom. and. in the preaenoe of the three gentlemen 

r- ' * ' ■ • • ‘ * )>>' ’ \ 

mentioned. Hr. Hart, foreman of the medal room, at rack the coins as X eng- 

' „ a 

\ 

geeted- that is, one piece would he struck and'then measurement a would be 

* * ' 

made by Mi 1 * Keith; than another place would be firuok and tha same process 
would be gone through this was dona until nine pieces had been struck and 

** *va- 

V » , 

measured by Hr, Keith, X proceeded in this manner, to give Hr. Keith full 
opportunity to see what differwnce there was likely to oeeur in different 




. " )/• 


V 


\ * , ' ” 

(a) 

* , 

pi«e«a arising from different degree* of malleability. I found Mr. JUith 

* ' / / 

had provided himself with a micrometer gouge with adjustable point*, taking 
a most delis at a instrument, aa it allowed him to Demure tha aassllsst point* 
of the odin, Ha me given every oppertunity to satisfy himself that the coin* 
were all that ho needed or daiirad for the device ha wae waking. He was given 
hia own time, not hurried, or infInanoed in the least. After deliberating and 
measuring in every way ha desired, he expressed himself aa entirely satisfied* 
Mr. Hanaon, who X underatand ia tha eapitaliat, aaked Mr, Reith in the 
praaanoe of several of ua who were atandihg around, if he, Beith, waa fully 
assured that the piece waa all that he required, and he answered Mr. Hanaon. 
by telling him, he was. 


Haying all. partiea so fully aatiafied the ebnferance broke up in the full 

\ 



The partiea present when the pieces ware struck consisted of the Super- 

4 

intandent. Chief Clerk, Mr, Hart, the forsnan of the medal toon, and the three 

/ - • 

gentleman who came to haws tha conference* - 

Thera vu no suggestion that any change wae advantageous or decliwbli* 

I emit think there is warn* confusion of dates and that the latter to tha 

. / 

Directir was written before the conference, as erery test made >y Mr* Beith 

- V - y' 

whlli here only appeared to confim and strengthen his opl^lbn that ths coin 
,uitabla ^ or W* device* He as wired Mr* Henson that it was only a natter 
of a few days when he would be ready as he would sake bom slight change* As 

—V'-' ' 

Mr. Ksith has not had in his possession one of the new coins, he could not 

✓ 

have made any other tei»ti,*thor«fere it appear* impossible that he should 

* / ^ 

rovers# his,opinion of the Slat instant on„the 23d. Unless there is some mi«- 
tska, Mr. Hobbe letter is incomprehensible. 

y i 

I have Just finished a conversation over the phone with Mr. Henson, btfore 



N 


(3) 

nMntica«d» and ha eonflma ®y rtatanant that Mr, Baith axpraaaad himaalf 

at tat it! ltd that the coin was all that ha found neoessjsry tot hit device * 

• . * # ^ 

tat qualifiaa thia by aaylsg that Mr* Baith ia aomatinaa *orar aanguina. • 

\ 

Mr* Henson also says that ha haa had a conversation over long di stance Xl phone 
with Mr* Hobbs and that ha, Hr. Hobbs , was wary such disappoints* at not 
rooairing th# ooin to sake further tasta and that ha, Henson* is of the 
opinion that that oaused Hobbs to v irrit# hia letter of the 23d instant, but 
that now the ooin has been furnished,Henson would suggest that no further 
notice be taken until a report ia furnished after further teats hare been 
aiade wham the devices are constructed* 

Xsspectfully* 
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H. W. GOaPARP. PRESIDENT 




C. U. CARPENTER, VICE PRESIDENT AND OEN’.I— MOR. 
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Curt Wo'luheim. secre,tary-treasuper 
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American Stamp and Ticket Vending Machine Co, 

— ■ ~ --- Astumca —--——r—- 


Worcester, Massachusetts 


Cable Ad press: Astumco 

ABC 5TH EDITION 
TELEPHONE CORTLANDT H520 



30 CHURCH STREET, room 440 

NEW YORK Jan. 31,1913. 


X" 




Mr. George E. Roberts, f 

Director of the Mint* 

Washington, D.C. . 

My dear Sir:- f 

Replying to your very kind favor of Jan. 
29th, am pleased to advise you that^r. Henson secured 
' the new nickel piece from the Mint and it is now in 
^Worcester being investigated hy our experts there. 

We cpft^inly deeply appreciate your very 
kind action in regard to this very important matter 
and very mucn regret th at we have^beenrtrhe cause of 

further delay..' 1 

* - 

As a matter of fact we find that Mr. Reith 
was quite naturally influenced hy the fa^ft, that such a 
large number,of dies had already been made and, instead 
. of -jbointing out clearly just what the situation demand-, 
ed, agreed to ada^t our device to the coin more readily 
than he was warranted in doing.. 



I asi^expecting to hear from Mr.. Hobbs at 

any time/and you may-hei'.snre/ that-Witil ft' ad vfcae - you -; - 

just gS^oon as we receive word about this. We are not 
losi ng _a _ moment on it, hut are working ( on it_ mos£ stren¬ 
uously*. ' ------ 


v— -- 


Assuring.you of. our_sIn-cere appreciation 
of your action in this matter, we remain, 

Yours very truly, , 1 

_ > ’ - 

American Stamp & Ticket Vending Machine Co 



CUC /RVF 





HEINRICH WOLLHEIM, PRESIDENT 
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C. U. CARPENTER, VlCE-PRESIDENT-AND &EN*L MGI». 


'• CURT WOLLHEIM, SECRETARY-TREASURER 


American Stamp and Ticket Vending Machine Co. 
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WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 


NEW YORK 


30 CHURCH STREET 


Worcester, Mass, January 31, 1913 


*_ u 


Hon. 0eo. S. Roberts, 

Director of the Hint, 

Washington, D. G, 

■Dear Sir: - 

- •'*. . 

Your considerate favor of January 30 is received, and yiur 


request for answer by wire is duly noted. It being impossible to 
answer by wire I have requested your indulgence until tomorrow when 


__ - 


this letter can. reach you. 

jhere hasboon a most unfortunate misunderstanding about 

• , t 

this coin matter, I understood from what you said to Mr. Fraser 

' i 

when in Mew York that he was to have charge of making the dies for 
itiew^onln,'andHUis-leaser told _me_ the j|ame_ thing later on. Con- 




se^uentiy I a pent ^ the twermon^ha - q f - i nt e ry e nina time very largely 


with him, ve ry much to his annoyance, and in 'the face of s everal _ 

complaints on his part that, he was wasting his time in the matter as 
his duties had been paid for, and what he was then doing was being 
done without charge, fhis, however, only came ou^t-ihe last 'few- 
days previous to going jj o Phila delphia?—But at the end of our coik^ 
p erence^ o produce the results in the new co^n whieh 

we were asking for, viz., a depression of .007 of an inch immediate- 

‘"o' , I 

ly around the rim so as to give us our root depth. 

& 

< When we were summoned to go to Philadelphia, 1 supposed, and 





Mr. Geo. Roberts. 
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Jan. 31, 1913 


»» 


so /instructed Mr, Heit^., that he was to go down to check the changes 

which had been made, as was supposed,by Mr, Fraser. Therefore I 

/• t * * 

•» * 

did not think it would be necessary for me to go. 

When Mr. Reith with Mr. Henson arrived at the Mint, he was 
confronted with a new state of facts, viz,, that the^dies had been 
made, and that all of our work with Mr. Praserhad gone for naught, 
beoause the dies had been made without reference to, the changes 
which,he had agreedr-to make. In the mechanical work at the Mint 

9 

it was found that certain changes from Mr. Phraser’s design had been 
made. 

Mr. Reith is 1 not an expert engineer but a common workman of 

s 

rathe r more thap^average capacity and ingenuity. He thinks slowly 


4> y> t » »* > t 




! i jr-> i J r i 


and has hot the gift of expression, and he appears to have been 

- - 1 

rather surprised into making, some statements which" he now considers 
to have been premature^ to fhe effeot that,he thought that the coin 

as designed and made by the dies could be successfully used. What 

^ - 

tic intended te $&y was tbat he tbougbt he coulcL cleyise^a ma-nhi r\$ 


which would combine the points on the old die with some of the 

points on the new coin. He has been engaged upon this night and 

/ 

w ■. * 

day since we received th§. new coin on Thursday morning. It will not 

be possible for him to reach a certain conclusion before Monday next, 

* 

which will necessitate his working over Sunday. 

\ / 

It^is greatly to be regretted that the writer^had not been 
informed that the matter of making the dies was not in the hands of 
Mr. Fraser but in the hands of the Engraver at the Mint. Arrange¬ 
ments could then have been mhde that I work directly with the 
.Engraver, and the neoessary depth attained without in the least marring 


/ 





/ 
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/ 


the design of the coin, or producing any difference in it that th§ 
eye would-detect unless the attention was specially directed to it. 

• • V 

» 4 o 

The *007 6? an inch depression around the rim could not have v been 

seen by any .person who was not looking for that particular thing, 

* *■ _ • 

and then not with the naked eye, and only with very 'scourate tnstru- 

" . ’ *» V - T 

^ ' *- ' • ^ 

ments; but as this wks not done, we are up against an exceedingly ® 

r < 

, • * _ » 

difficult proposition. 

* H — 

, i _ 

" We are using all due speed to get aoourate data upon it . We 

_ , 

recognize the fact that we are not the United States Government, and 
if it were only a question 7 of our own interests in the matter we 

should not have troubled you. at all. But this question of automatic 

' . 

sales is one which interests the general public to such a degree,as 

evidenced by our late trials in the station of the Hudson Terminal in 

1 

Hew York, that 4t se^asvto me, and to others with whoin I have con- 

\ 

ferred, to be quite worthy of your attention as it will re* 011 on Into 
the future as long as these new 5jTcoins are used, and the security 

j> ~~ ■ r 

\ ^ 

of the public is the great desideratum. - 

- • * ^ ‘’ • . .. 

I am therefore asking that you defer your order to proceed 
with the coinage until Monday afternoon or Tuesday morning, I will 
wire you just the earliest moment that we can come tfo a definite 

«n* , * 

understanding of the situation. ~ 

S 

You will recall that we have been working on «§ blind lead / 

for two months, and have only had accurate data to go'from the past 

\ 

tv?Q days. \ 

» * \ 

Had we been informed by- Hr. Fraser in Hew York when he showed 

» 

ns thfl sample cola thst it. was a ciattor th&t was 1 up bo "the 

•- ! * \ 
in Philadelphia, we cbuld then have arrived at the end desired with 


H 
01 1 
•* A 


\ I 

.e 

v 

/ 


>' 
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trouble to no one, but be gave us distinctly to understand that the 
needed changes in the coin would be made at his direotion. 

' ihis misunderstanding was mostj unfortunate all around, but 
because several persons were concerned/ in it. I am venturing to make 


the request stated above, and will follow, this letter by a telegram 

** , . i : 

at the earliest possible moment as suggested. > ; 

I Sincerely yours, . l- 

AMERICAN STAMP & TICKET VENDING MACHINE' CO. 
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WORCESTER .Mass jan 31 191? 


Goo X Roberta"Director of Hint 
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•X 


Waitin^t bn, D.C 






^ - 


-i. 


✓ *3- “ • ' * *. > •’ /. /■• 

Kindly await special delivery letter tomorrow just .posting 
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Worcester. Mass. Feb. 3, 1913. 

- "» 


Hon. Geo. E, Roberts, -X 

^ ,iT ' * 

Director of the. Mint, ‘ ' 

• * . * 

. Washington, !>., C. 

Dear Sir: 

i J - 

~ We have carried our tests, upon, the new ooin today to the 

' ’ •- 

point where we can epeak definitely in regard to the 'present' situa¬ 


tion, 

f ‘i 

*- 




\ 


The thiok esf~fart, just inside the rinm tm-tfcenew no-in, is ^ 
at the head of the Buffalo. At this point the-new coin is .006 - - 
thicker than the old coin in the same relative plaee. Shis extra 

i 

— , / 

thickness will prevent us from working close enough to be safe; by 
which is meant that the" change of slugs passing .through \and being 
aooepted is increased by about 20$. Mhe present percentage of 
une^ r tai - nty is only a bout of 1$. 

s y 

/ 


There are two ways of meeting the difficulty. 

•- * t , , 

First-, to sink the head of the Buffalo .006 of an inch, fh 

X • s ■ S \ ' ^ 

ooul^ be done without in any way altering the design or making any 

/ . .... v _ V. ‘ " * > 7 

change in it which would be visible to the observer, but the Writer 
is not prepared tO’ say just what affect this alteration would have 

V * ' I 

upon your die, i.e., whether it weald require to have the d-ie re- 

. «• , . ' ^ 

engraved or whether the change oouid^be made at^that particular 

\ » 

V 

point* 


• i 





.Second. The alternative way of meeting the difficulty 
would he to-'grind off from the face pf the dies at the rim, .003 
upon each side, which - would give us the total adjustment of .006 ' 

which marks the difference between the- old and the new coins. This 

. ‘ ■ ,} 

would be the least trouble and would require no alteration in. the 
engraved section of the die, and Would result only in the slightly 
deeper embossing of the whole engraved portions upon each side. In 

other words, the rim on the coin would be .003 higher, ad* compared-. 

\ 

- — - * \ 

with the engraved portion than on the sample coin. \ 

A .. \ ^ 

The labor of making this change would be but a few minuses 
'and when done the coinage could proceed at once, so far as this 
problem which we are, Considering is concerned. 

On receiving Mrr Keith's report and finding how- far advanced 
'"the dies were, it ^seemed to me too muoh to ask that the engraving 
be materially altered, but I urgently request that you authorize 
Mr. Barber to make this change as spec if ied/iii Section’ Eabove. 

My advice has been that the regulations of your Department 
pre s c r ibe, a c er tain thickness ef the / mckel co i n upon-t-he Vim, and— 

that your dies* are set to produoe/wiis thickness. If my advice is 

* • - * 

correct^then the change specified in H6* 2 will give us the thicks 

* - , / - 

"ness upon the new coin at its thickest point under the rim precisely 

. / 

i 

the same as upon the thickest of the old coins which our experience 

thus., far has brought to light (We find varying thicknesses of the 

' ' , - 4 > - _ " *"• 

old 5/ coins the average being from .053 to. .056 running up to .060 

for the thickest, the new coin with .078 at t>e rim directly under 

/ 

__ ' , * * 

o the rim at thr&e points measures .060)# 

# \ .• • f t 

, I am sending a copy of this letter to my/Shiladelphia - 




r I 


'p 




§ 0 $ o 


Mr• Geo• Hoberts* 


.3** 




^ 01 ^ 3,-1913 


. .% .... 


.f. 


—» ^ » 

associate, Mr. Edward Fi Henson, On Saturday, at my request. 


& 


Mr. Henson c Ailed upon' Mr. Ba rber at the Hint, mft>j-ng tha nh>wfl w. 

• * 
quest, and his reply was that he could not do this without 

t 

authorization from you. 1 beg once mojje, .therefore;, to request 
your authorization of this slight amendment of the coin and that you 

*\ ’ “ f* " - 

udsri.se me tomorrow m orn in g at ojuuexpense of you r favorable decision, 

. r' 

and also that you so advise Mr, Barber. 


Appreciating your attention in this matter and in particular 

your most kind^expressions in your“letter received this morning, a 

- _ " ^ 

most cheering evidence of your appreciation of the importance of this 


matter, I remain. 




ALBICAN 


Respectfully yours - ,- 


STAMP & TICKET VMBI1TG MACHIHE CO. 


By 



Treasurer. 
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G E v Roberts,Director ; of Mint, 
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I will go to mint Wednesday Please naa»e tour 
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Macdougai Alley,' 


\ 


New York City^ 

Feb. 6th, 1913. 


Ho Qr, Franklin MacVeagh, 

Secretary of .the U.S. Treasury* 


Treasury Building, 

Washington, D.C. 


Be ar Mr• Se cr e tary: • 


After the most careful consideration of what £&s taken ^ace 

* t 

j ' > 

- 0 £ __ 

aince I saw you and Mr.. Roberts'early last July an#you approved my der 
signs for the new nickel, I have come' to the conclusion that I should 


advise you what has taken place, and ask for your further directions. I 

*1 _ ' 

am constrained to do this because I-feel very confident that unless 

l£ 

some immediate action he taken your iniation to improve the standard of 




our co.inageand thd result which seemed so satisfactory to youxand 

* ' « A. 

______ 


J^ater to the Art Commission will he entirely lost. T am writingThis, 




leaving aside for the present my own great desire which I know you will 
understand, to see my design become a reality, and also other matters 

r*~ 

personal to myself-. - ^ s 


j 


i ■ 


-x 


(a) In the latter part of July^Mr. Roberts, during one or two 

of my numerous trips to Washington at your request through Mr.Roberts, 

. . • . . 1 ‘ \ 

told me that there was some company-which manufactured coin detecting 

- b » 

A- 

• \ > ; 

machines and that they had" made inquiries about the new coin, and ;in the 

•• * * ./ , * 

0 * < , v » 

latter part- of August or—the'early"part oT^epTeii^^ 

informed me specifically that the Hobbs Manufacturing Co. af Worcester, 


\ 

Mass., had raised with him or in the Department a question as to whether 


or not a machine which had been patented by the Hobbs Manufacturing Com¬ 
pany would act satisfactorily with the coins struck from the dies jmade*A 
from my designs, that is, the question they,iaised -was whether the\ir * 

■* . , i i 

machine, which they claim discriminates automatically against counter- 

' ^ ‘ “ ‘ : ~' : /" ." — - - . - i . J. y ‘- . - 

feit ^coinage, would work satisfactorily with the new-nickel, and Mr, 

/ •—•—— i * f- , 

Boberts then/requested i#e to meet Mr. Hobbte here, in New York. This 




a 






• • V 

Hon.V.MacV. -2- 


& ' 


/' 


ieS' 3 


(O 


— r\r 


~ ^ . f 

occurred shortly after hear irig from Mr. Roberts as fc-bove#__. There were . 


* V 

present Mr, Hobbs, Mr. Keith, {the inventor. of the detecting machine) 


x. ^Hid=4/^T^#^fe^f==5^^iI^elpbidv^Pa.. ,-^who, I undSfabaHjitr"ItsPN—tt-o«e*third= 


V~ 

} ' 

interest in the detecting machine referred to above. Certain sugges¬ 


tions weramude by Mr. Hobbs as to changing the design for the die which 


/ * 4 

he stated jwould overcome the difficulties complained of, I listened 


r 

T ery carefully to all he had to say, and I am sure that I made every , 

v 

honest endeavor to understand his suggestions and objections in so far 

t * 

£,& they were possible and also in making any suggestions that X could 
in'toonnecticn with. his machine-'to aid him to meet the requirements of 
the/design as approved toy you. - 

(al) Later, and on August 26th last, I received a fe tier from 




SfT’fi’otoerte stating that he had seen you about the new nickel and that 

f . >-v 

you were still, anxious td obtain the endorsement of one or x ^wo more 
members of the Pine Arts-Ccmmiseion (you will remember that u^\to that 

i r . \ 

time Mr. Th-ench was the only one of the Commissioners who had apph^nred 


the design). In compliance with this request 1 asfeed~Mr, KlaahfieId 


V 


V 


. and ..Mr. cdss Gilbert to loot;at the designs, and.if they approved, to 

write a letter of approval to you, which 

\ • " ■ ' 

J -from both of them must be on file 'in your office. 







-i 


» 


J 


(b) - After the interview referred to in paragraph (a) 

I started work in an attempt to meet, the suggestions and objections 
that Mr. Hobfea had.made to the design of the new nickel, 



V 


.the designs as far as I could without lessening their artislic • 


/ / 


& 


\ 


value but with a sincere desire to meet the suggestions and ob* 


jections that Mr,. Hobbs hadmade^ and I believe from what Mr. Ho mm 


e > 


f, 







ihventro"r of the machine) called at my s tudio - to se-G what wa&. tfec- 
result or the efforts that I had agreed to make. They did not 
seem to he satisfied with the result and it was impossible for me 
to understand from th^i*' conversation in regai*d to the matter in-- 

, r 

WO lying measurements of one thousandts of an inch. On their re¬ 
quest I gave them electro-pl&te reductions of the two sides* ’which 
—T bad" had ~ma.de evince and=the o.;ther.__^_. _ 

gentleman, in the latter part of August or the early part tdf Sep* 

purpose of 




t emher , 1912. Thebe they stated they wanted for the 




having them "sweatted" together for the purpose of trying the “de- " 

sign in their new machine and also in indicate the changes which 

* 

they might ask to have made in order-to meet the requirements of 
thelr_ machine.. On November 22nd Mr. Hobbs returned to me the two 


Piect.v owat^A--Jxu- .hiEL.Ae._.s_t flt ed ab OTe. Bwea t-teit" 

"together with all the changes -.made on both sides that he stated were 

‘ ... » 

\ * “ 

necessary £n- order to make the>new nickel work satisfactorily with 

t ** "* 

V N . ‘ 

his defecting machine. The designs so put together and returned 

to me I tobic to Washington myself, and showed theft to Mr. Roberts* 

and I am sure^fch&t you will rej^riber that Mr. Roberts'and—X then 

• *» / 
showed; them to you; , and that both you and Mr. Roberts stated that 

.you wouldjapt have the deeigns such as they then were whether or 


/«, 
/ ' 


( 







t 


fate 


IQ 


HOn. S*. TtfaeV". -4^ 


- . ^ ii rt .—I 


not I woulds pass them myself. . After the above interriew, and after 
both yourself and Mr. Roberts having expressed yourselves as you did* 

Mr'. Roberts asked me to return to Sew York and attempt to make 

* *>. « * * 

- - •" ' v- 

changes in my designs which would fit, if possible, the detecting 

r - ^ * 

machine, but on no account or ur^der no circumstances to do anything 
that would injure the-design itself. Mr. Roberts -also urged me to 

. j . ~ _™~ 

make great haste in the matter, particularly in tjie making of the 

. . .r '' - ‘ * - • 

dies, and said that he would get the order from you at once, which - 

'V 

he subsequently did, and sent to me. I immediately made such 

. it ■ 

change s as I could^without lowering the value of the design and had 

v ' 

the dies made and sent them' on to Philadelphia to Mr. Barbour, who 

prepared the dies for ; striking* J 

> * * 

. i 

- * <t» 

.TUT - thrBeesaftrar -SrtriBHt- ••f-Vece i T g drnEr lyfeter 11 f r wa" ' Mr; - Bo l b e r tB- t - 

i t 

in Which he acknowledged the receipt from me of a copy of a letter-/ 

from Mr. Hobbs, dated November 2nd, 1912, which was written art the ; 

/ 

time Mr. Hobbs returned to me the electro-plate reductions referred- 

/* 

to In parg.graph-.(o—«hieh~I—hadr-senfe- Mr-. RobertB On my oiTn iaccotiht 
to indicate to him what had occurred as far as Mr. Hobbs and his 

I 

Company were concerned during the tirae^that I had not had any communi- 

\ r ~ 

cation with Mr. Roberts. Mr. Roberts in his letter asked me what 

answer I had given Mr. Hobbs, and suggests that if T had not given 

\ ^ . f- ■ . \ 

Mr. Hobbs an answer that I do so *and we will see what results*. x 


Mr. Roberts furtheiNstates^ in this letter that he does not waht to 


/ \/\ 


spoil the design nor on the other kand does be want to block the de*/ / 
relopment of an improved\utomatic machine, and suggests that I / 





~1 


- 








/ 


, f 


Han* R. MacV. -5- 


> > 


\ 


"perfect the design going at; far in the matter as I—think I can with¬ 
out is^siring its artictic effectiveness*. On December 15th* h»V- 

• ' - ’’ \ 

ing made a previous arrangement with. Mr. Roberts* I went to Wash- ^ 

/ 


ington and met you and Mr • Roberts * - 1^ brought with me the^eXectro-— 

4 

plate reductions which, as has been previoi^sly stated, I gave to 
Mr. Hobbs on November 7th and were returned to me "by Mr. Hobbs with 
a letter from hhjn referred, to above and changed as they desired on 
the actual reductions themselves. At* the- interview that I had with 
you and Mr. Bobgrts at this time with these electro-plate reductions 

— — - ________ , - ■ ' ' i 

"ghang e d J ~^by -e thF = H'ohh s "'Maffafae-t-ur-lng gompany= ,^-yau-^!nd MruJBfiher t s„bpth.. 

* < ^ ' _ _ 

objected to the reductions as they then appeared most emphatically. _ 
(e) On December 19th I received a letter from Mr. Roberts and 


approved by yourself, dated December 13th, 19X2, authorizing me to 

i~* 

complete and perfect th? designs obverse and reverse heretofore sub-. 


mitted and now approved by the Department for a new five cent nickel 

. . —— ” -• 4 . 0 , ■"* ^ _ 

piece, and stating that Upon the\ completion of the _same and the final 


acceptance of the models dnd. af ter_. a; s^eeessf ul working test : the 

dies I should be paid as fulh. compensation, etc.' ThiB litter;' - 
perhaps might be opeh to different instructions, out X certainly 
stools, it to mean, and I now believe that it does mean, that I was au** 
thorised by .it, to complete and perfect the designs if in any my i 

T , , 

felt that^ this could be done with improvement or without injur i$*g 

I ' 

the original design shown to you in the earsummer of 1912^.but 

- - - » ' , 

that you, through Mr. Roberts as Director of the Mint, dick in this 


A 


•<35? 





1 


tSdlO 


Hon. ». KacV.^ 6 - 


-■i " k 


letter appro re the deBigne&.both phveree and rererft^ as I had sub- 


MrX 


mitted them ta you 4 n the ^ar^y ^uryaer of laig, and that' "whe re Hfir. 
Robert** letter -states th e comp let i* *on of the sameand the 

final acceptance of the ijjodeig and after a yaryi^ t ^ s t 

v « 

of the dies" nothing fOilier is meant than that the formal approval 

of my designs was cojx&it ional/only upon soviet ion of the models 

- / 

fox exhibition and final lodgment in the Philadelphia Mint and after' 

✓ 

a. successful working test of the dies cut‘ from my models. 

_ ‘ ’ ' X . " 

: -On f&taaxy 3 rd I received from Mr. Roberts a letter, dated 

JaTimry^Snd, IhfbrKlns n«Tthav 5 s~had V«en‘adriseo by the Supeiim- 


iendent of the Mint in 


.that they would he ready to 


make an experimental strike of the 1 'i?e cent piece on Tuesday mom- 

T i 

ihg, Tanuary Tth,' and requesting that T he present at that time. I 

' , f t 

art-Gilded :art tr.e mint in Philadelphia _on Tuesday morning, .January 7th. 

* O- J - ^ U 

tfhere Were present your son Mr. Hamns MacVeagh, MrjiobCrte and Mr v 
Barbour. Under the direction Of Mr. Barbour, the Superiiiiendent, 
there was a very successful strikingbythe new cbins.V Mr;Koberts - ' • 

spoke enphatteally of the. success^of the striking, and I heafd..aoak... 

r- 

of the men that were actually engaged in striking the coins say that \ 

* , * ' 5 —— 

the coins struck easier than the old nickel with lee's preeetar^...\l6r.. 
Roberts at the end bf the striking of the new coins referred t$\S, 


XV 


.above asked me whether Mr. Hobbs of the Hobbs Manufacturing Coiypany 

was satisfied with the-coin, and I then told Mr, Roberto that Mr^ \ 

^ \ \ 
Hobbs of ‘the Hobbs Manufacturing Company had told me that he still \ 
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Hem. '#•. MacV. -7- 
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wanted more changes. Mr. Roberts then suggested that I make the 

< n 

«. 

changes to the best of my ability without spoiling the design an# 
harre another set of dies made„ . He also suggested In thhtS canned- 

ti«n that I co-operate aB fax as possible. with Mr. Hobbs and Mr. 

- — M , "~ •■ » —-■— i ' 1 “> ■ ■■ " “■ — ........ . mm , \ ... . _ . _ . , . I ' I - 

1 

Reith. This I did, working wither* Keith for several days with 
his criticism, end aft.£r very careful measurements haring been taken 
rbx him he -finally Bald that if trie model could he changed in accord- 

— T' ' 

ance with the exact measurements which m had arrived at it wfculd 

he. satisfactory to the Hohhs Manufacturing Company, and I then told 

\ 

him that h would make these alterations^eo that he could see the 


/ 

i 


modeljvith them made. After this, and within two or three days, 

during which time Mr. Keith, the inventor, was constantly at my 

_ / ^ 

studio, he examined the model with the alterations which i~Kad made 

and expressed himself as entirely satisfied. 

— * 


^ (g) -Ihereupon arsecorid setr of dies were * cut” under my super-_ 

Tjlsion and" seht-fc—I^dltwlelph ia. ’ About! two we-ike later, er-;febs : u%- : 

January 21st, a Meeting was had in Philadelphia arranged by Hr. ■ 
Roberts between Mr.. Barbour, Mr. Hendea,. Mr/ Retth and, myself in 


Philadelphia to exatoine the second. sjet ojf dies cut under my super- 
rision (Mr. Roberts Imd arranged to be present but found it im¬ 
possible-). At this Meeting Mr. Reitjh, the inrentor,. found so little* In¬ 
difference in the two afete of dies that he told Mr. Barbour, Mr. 

Hobbs and myself that the difference was so slight that he could 

d 

overcome -all difficulties by the use. of the flexible die-in his own } / 

»■» ^ ' 


fOS* 0 * 


r 


/ 






fton#!P.¥acin 

* - ' ' 
r\ . 

machine such as hie Qejqpany used on the one cent piece. Mr. Reith 

l 

also distinctly stated t hft coining should, ae far ay_ fetg- 

was concerned, begin lr»nhdiately) .under the first set 0-f dies that . 

a * 

6 

had "been prepared, under nay -supervision* 

' t ‘ ^ . r 

(h) On February 4th last I received,, a telegram from ife.Roberts 

- * 

asking me tQ meet him, Mr. Hobbs and Mr, Reith in Philadelphia on 
l^dbruary 5th last, at 10 o f clicks X kept this engagement© Mr. Hobbe 

and the inventor, Mr. Reith, thereupon showed me a new machine that 

\ * _ _ _ 

•they had made and said” generally that 'it would : not work to their- 

l * ' - 

satisfaction in connection with the new coin, and thereupon asked — 

• . ■ - - r~ ? 

me to again change the design, according * to their suggest ions, 

v '** " * 

wavs reapproach!ng the g eneral Tnachani c^l effect of the .., old rnlhka « L— 

trri fT' _ 


From % all the above and other incidents that I cannot explain 
very well, in writing, I am forced to believe that I am being used''as 

means to bring the new five cent piece back to the^lew artistic 

\. * > 

standard of the 1 old-nickel, and. that-^his is being attested by the / 

' Sdbhs\^feraufacturing Co. | or if their attempt is not immediately sue- 


AX' 


cessful.Xthey at least feel confident they can delay the final ! option 
4n the matter- oatiX a different administration is installed in%hsh~ 
ington and then begin their whole dilatory i&ctfies. over again. 

v ‘ ^ 

•* 'N 

It would seem plain frpra what has occurred that-their freal 
attempt is, y/hatetrer they may £a^, to make the new 6bis fit theiy 

machine ^.nd not the machine the ooin., or in other words to establish,. 

.+ 

•the principle that all our future coinage shall: first be submittjed. 
to test’ of a-privately- owned machine and probably eerehal of thete, t 

- \ ■ n V v 

say "several 11 with sums-Warrant be cause the Hobbs Manufact uring ^ » 

' • v *- .7 i r <7 

\ s i / ^ 

has asked me whether any 'other company manufacturing such a machine as 
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their Ik has seen me, and furthermore how can there he ariy certainty that 

*e- 

other inachines for such a purpose will not be devised, ahdTxs there not 




Hobbs Manufacturing company will make chafes itself? % , 

As you will see from the'above recital of facts,, I have com¬ 
plied with the demands of*'the Hobbs Manufacturing Co* on evcryr occasion, 

I J ' ^ . 

except the - la st, and this I cannot comply -mth because i-ffi swe that 

it would^result in dsstroring the artistj.c value of the original de- 

' / 

sign which you have approved* May I also submit for your considera- 
t ionr^whethe ** such a concession in this case by the Government would 
not set, lay precedent, the preponderance in importance of the coin 
detecting machines, operated largely for private gain, over the artistic 
ralue of the U.S,- coinage, iu,wh.ich the.whalg publicJlps an, i nterest. 

In spewing to me the Hohbs’ Manufacturing Company have Bald that the 
"\jhole public" had an interest inj the ir machine, and yet they speak 


almost entirely 6f the time when their machine is used everywhere, and 
I cannot but feel that tnis may be much further away than their hopes 
- place it, aud alao t hat -it- -U quite _i n or der_that Qther machines 
should come intp the\rket •‘hatter*, "aB good", or "nearly as good", 
arid then it would, seem fch&t -taa--Cover was rit would either hav-ri’-to give 

a practical monopoly to, say, the Hobbs Manufacturing Company or so 

/ 

change the coin that it would be satisfactory to all tne oQnu. 




^fide and well constructed machines. 

Al 3 Q if it becomes an established fact that practically on¬ 
ly one kind of machine is in *se fQ T detect£hg coins, the color, feel, 

9 

-weight, etc. of which is in-no way connected, would it not be worth, 
considering v>’hethsr such a machine, practically universal in use, would 
not encourage the manufacture of counterfeit coinage with the sole pur¬ 
pose of passing it sucdosefully-through such & machine. 


I 
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V? 






. ■ ^ 

. Lastl^^ix-Xad f ri x&BB -A.O -.raysel:f ... I. .f^eJL ^4.ter^t4a^I- 


*• 


have \tri*$d s my> IwV and ; in eo~epei7&tion, as far as ft was possible 

withxthe Hobbs Manufacturing Co. v> at Mr. Robert*s suggestion, to. 

» \ ,* » * 

\ 

the do in "to the machine without ruining the design, and this' 

/ 

d on g- af t e r - x the~^?ork askeh-to du wus^cq mple t ed andap- 

\ ' 

proved.-* This has taken largely from.my work time and opportun?- 

7 ,\ _ •• ' 

ities, for I am sure you understand how it is with an artist - - 

time spent^ln conferences over matters outside-hiuait are doubly 

w / « 

w • ' 

lost, ^*iOO oecaase it does not. lead to further ^cak in his field., 

i ’ < 

* » 

apd again because it cannot but put him out of joint, .so to speak, 

. . ~ * 

» * *• * 

-fo r a trai& ht--wUi^^iHnlhiS"Oun-lHeld^ 




has meant a substantial loss and in considering this X must takej 

< 

into account the fact-that I have others dependent upon^e. 

, * 
a. 

V" 

Thanking you,for all the kindness and consideration 

you have shown me whenever I ha^e 'come into personal contact with 

^ ^ \ ' - 
y*H*. _ . _____ 


Yours respectfully, 
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'Worcester Mass Rev ioj .913 


*1 T C ‘-U“ A\ aURV 

•! DEPT 
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t V ii-ur 

; , jo 

-* - 19 

^THLB.Br4APr; 

.’‘Vp* ... . 


"Oeo U iloberts,Director of Mint, 


Washington ,T> • C • 


Oann ot 1 cohferbhob “be p ostponed___nnt il Thursday* Am ill todayand my 
associate is la Ohio and doubtful if can reach him.Will attend if 

necWsteary, but-it ^a^rlsiey^W^ 


L. 


C W Hobbs 
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HEINRICH WOLL.HEIM, PJtEfflDENT 


_ yd / * 

♦ . /S^ 

C. U. CARPENTER, VICE-PRESIDENT AND QKNl^ Hfil. 


3o<f3/v 


CURT WOLLHEIM. SECRETARY-TREASURER 
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AMERICAN STAMP.AND TICKET VENDING MACHINE CO. 
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Worcester. Massachusetts 


• CABUS'ADDRESS: A8TUMCO * 
ABC STM COITION 


NEW YORK 
30 CHURCH STREET 


WORCESTER. MASS. February 10, *13‘ 
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Mr. Geo."ITT Roberts, . 

\ 

Director of the Mint, 

Washington, D. G. 

Sir:- , 

4 ' ^ _ V 

We are using the new nickel which you<Loanl'd to Mr. Henson 

* , 

every day and shall be for some little time to come. On receiving 

«• - , 

* ***** ^ 

ram -fVnm .Kby. ffaneon T -r a time beycnd the 

10th of February, "but have not received word from you, although I 
understood you to grant this extension verbally last week at the 


Mint in Philadelphia. Ho doubt you will receive a communication 


from Mr, Henson in regarcUbo the matter and I trust' the extension 

* , 'I 

H • r 

will be granted aB it would be very embarrassing to us to have to 


suspend our.Btudy at this point. 


Yours truly, 

» r - 

AMERICAN STAMP AND TICKET VENDING MACHINE CO. 


I 

By 

Treasurer. 
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horgj* U Roberts^Director 


Wmehin gt o$ ,D. C . 


^ t • i _ 

- Starring to your telegram received todayiaftd vy .answer, theyet-w^- 
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Hon Franklin MacTeagh, Secret ary \ 

C 5 » 

s * ~ " 

• i f 

Awfullv sorry to learn of the opposition to the ney- nickel. 

"vou will be able to p ut •"If^Eroufeh , nu rna 1 1 

be necessary as'I feel anything would be better than JJ* gj 0Be 
and that the blending machine may not be permanently effectxre 

against counterfeits 
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OFFICE OF 


IN REPLYINQ QUOTE INITIALS 


TREASU RY'dEPARTM ENT 

WASHINGTON 

February 10 f ; 1913 • 


The Honorable 

The Secretary of the Treasury< 
Dear Hr* Secretary 


- I third: you should #ve an interview to V-t. Hobbs, 

who' represents the’Automatic Fending Hadhine Company before you Give 
™ S order for coinage to proceed. ^ I won* ^bj-uccested 
such an' interview before but I have plways boon conf ioKt th-tno and 
Fraser would reach on agreement there has seemed to ocj so li.tTo be 
ttfoen then. 1 an greatly dissmpo-inted by theur failure tKdo so. 

? net Sen at the Flirt last week and failing to achieve on a^eement 
sor.t thorn ywa-with. the understanding that I'x. Fraser would jrepqr 
to 'no today. " 'I hrve now requested both him and hr. Hobbs come 

here- on Frida-, next,- for a final ecnfercnca..I-fool \ 

should meet and hear' Hr. Hobbs and be fUlly informed before final X 
action is taken.' The importance of the automatic vondine-macuine 
hPtw'' upoiTno du£ 3 S^tl'^r-negotiatrei®-»«nd Ithin^-the question 
.of.wfcetliorit shall be ignored or not.should be decided now upon 
broad grounds of public policy without regard to oho hioloiy of 
neSSSions with Hr. Fraser up to this time. That - the latter nas 
e 0 no his v/ori: well cannot be questioned but we can be«,tor pay.lun 
t°,r^-ow his worl: away than adopt it if to do so is contrary ..o 
sound uublic- no lie;/. ? ar.i not sayiny that this should ho cione hut 

I an sure that the matter is important enough, for you to near htn 
^idos'and mah.o tho decision yourself. Of >course,. the question is 

larger than that of consideration •"or a private meus.ry. It 
is that of deal in;; v/ith a public utility* 

• ‘ ' i air. sorrv not to hav.e. the conference before Friday but 

;> ^r-ser could not cone tenor* 9 ?/ and I mist be in attendance upon 
*£ ££* Assay Cor.nif.sioi} at Philadelphia on V/odnes*.y and Fara¬ 
day. 

*» 

r.esnectfally,, 




- / ' ' Ca. 




Director of the Hint. 
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TjNDERSTAND FR0&4 HOBBS JREJTH IS :' NOT :T0 ; BE AT CONFERENCE >. 
tFR Tiava 1 -tb.L HIS PRES ENCE AJff iwnPftPP*isc«l.-F FOR;" F AhR:*HFA 


V. i-'i 
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OF. SUBS 
TO BE HELD ON 


w ^ __ 


■RwItUY ; I phr H 1 fv— FKr omuL ——H-?-—i_ i-^iv i/-*t ivy « » u. ' 

- WONT YOU W! RE HOOBS REQUESTING R&fTHS PRESENCE: NEW DETECTI N^ MACpiTiE - ^ 

. SHOULD 'ALSO BE THERE I N FA IIRNESSafrOr 

. Tvyn^RFTS OF - SUBS MADE J ; BY T MEt^:;^442Ao|cRBJ^*WNA^^ ; Mp-^^ONllgte||ijp|^ 

Friday. "T... y";.•■■'' 

J. E. FRASER.< ,, - ;.. ;&£,'£ -S 3 ^ 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


<• 

It'' 


WASHINGTON 


February 15, 1913. , f 

£• 

Dear Mr. Birector: ■ " _ 

* < 

The matters at issue with regard to the adjustment of the - 



jgf^TtauHi ae became'' 

*■ 

clear after the hearings yesterday; at which, besides yourself, ter. 

Barber of the Philadelphia L?int, Messrs. Hobbs and Carpenter of the 
Hobbs Manufacturing Company, and their attorneys Messrs, McJJenney and 
Pritchard, Mr. Reith one of the‘inventors, Mr. Henson representing both 

inventors, Mr. Fraser, sculptor, and his attorney Mr. Hare, were. present. 

* 

Th e conclusion I hav e 

make any further changes in the coin.. The effort to make satisfactory 

changes has been continuous for more- than two months; and it is evident' - 

r 

to me that Mr. Fraser, to meet the requirements of the Astumco people, - 
has done everything he could do without sacrificing the essentials of 
his design. On the other hand, the requirements specified by the Astumco 
representatives, to wit, a clear space between the rim and the rest of 
the design and a radical change in the cheek of the Indian are, in my 
judgment, impossible to concede without the practical abandonment of the - 
artistic qualities of the design. This is not simply my opinion,' but is 

9 J 

the opinion of the sculptor, who -has shown himself a man of great personal 

tolerance, and of various high authorities who have written me within a 
day a or two* * . r * ’ * ' 

But even, these concessions the representatives of the slot 
machine were not able to assure us would be sufficient. They said 








J 


frankly that the solution waulstill depend upon trials and tests 
after thes$ changes had been made. 

*> 

At the same time it was a f act that changes in the machine — 
in the effort to accommodate it to the new coin — had already been 


made; and I was impressed with the fact that the inventors were not at 

* 

all at the end of their possibilities — so that a solution may be 
found in further changes in the machine rather than in further^changes 
in the coin. 

Other slot machines would probably not be effected by a new 

' >- ' / 

coin as the Astumco would be; and this would seem to be the reason why 

ho other has been hear d fr om. _ Jtjwas stat^eJLin-.the _cjD.ntar.ance that ^ 
seveilty machines had been entered in competition at the Post Office De- 

„ T 

■) „ , 

partment, indicating a far larger number of slot machines than I had 
supposed existed. None, however, as I have said, of these machines 
has entered any objections to the new coin. The Astumco machine alone 
makes any suggestions. And in this connection it is necessary ^to call 
attention to the' fact that- the Astumco nickel slot machine is a new one, 
not yet much introduced —^Oarcely at all introduced. It still has its 
way to make; and it is still a question whether it will acquire a wide 
field. At least one of the large users has decided that this machine 

*3* _ 

is as yet not at such a stage of perfection nor at such a price as would 

justify their using it. Altogether, therefore,.the commercial interests 

. . . * " - - — ~. 

involved in this case are not relatively important. They are but a very 
small fraction of the slot machine interests. * 

I e(m definitely impressed by the fact that the design as it 1 now 









-3- 


"he- ~~'U ~nd&y~*~Mr~. ■ ■ y - ra serA-s^'-ef-fQr-ts-—to-—ad^-u&t- ■ it y ~ °&ho-uld---&-t&nd.—*" 


It is fortunate that the commercial interests involved are 

/ 

relatively slight; for one must alv/aysbe impressed in such a case by 
the claims of business. It is of course, true that/dnly the most 


“serious busTness conird^i^^ns"^!!ould stand-in”THe Y/ay of the lm- 

/ 

provement of the coinage; and this particular coin has great claims 

v 

of its own because of its special quality. If we should stop new 

t 

coinage — which is always allowed every twenty-five years — for any 
commercial obstacles less than imperative we should have to abandon a 
worthy coinage altogether. This would be a most serious handicap to 
the art of the^atio n; f or scarcely any fora of art is more influential 
than an artistic coin, where the coin is v/idely circulated. 

You will please, therefore, proceed with the coinage of the 

i 

t 

new nickel. i 

Very sincerely yours, 


if.w - - ♦ 




Hon. George E. Roberts, 

Director of the Mint. 
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I-sincerely apologize for addressing JbJais to your, residence 


t 

I--- 


The only f reason upon which I ma y r pos$TBly excu^e^yselir^ 

there might he some delay in its reaching you through its being filed 

' . *** -* 

'• N 4 __ 

.in your office, as I am afraid has been the - case on one or two-in¬ 
stances in correspondence about the final striking of the new nickel 
designed by Mr. Praser which you have so kindly praised.. 

You will remember, I think, that on Friday, February 14th, 

- * \ 

when the hearing was held before you upon your order, :3f asked [you- if" 


—^you would not write- to- the New^-Yerk^eiephone^h.^-- ^ t( 

F ' _ .... _ _ _ 

.. furnish you with figures, showing how much they lost weekl y , nin thly 

or yearly through fake coins going through their slot machines, and 
also what their attitude is towards any new'machine, (including the 
. Hobbs Manufacturing Co*s. machine, or the same machine being adver-^ 
\jtised by the American Stamp & Ticket Vending Machine Co.) if indeed 
they know anything about it. You will remember also,. I think, that 
Mr. Hobbs and the others interested in the coin-detecting machine, 


-exhihited.-hyi-^iem to—you -at. the • hear i.ng at a ted tha t 

* .. * 


was 


already on trial in the subway of the Hudson & Manhattan R. R. Co., 


and that the latter Company had expressed great satisfaction with it. 

To-day I have had an interview with Mr. Wilbur ^Fiske , the executive . 

.«•»•» ? ’ * * * 

officer of- the-,Hudson &Manhattan R* R* Co,~ y --who- has charge of such- 

■- i 

r- ■> 1 , 

/ 

matters, and he showed me a copy of a letter he had sent to the agent 

. * 

of* the Hobbs Manufacturing Co. telling him that the Hudson & Man- 

• i 

hattan R. R< Co. was entirely dissatisfied with the coin-detecting 









Ci 0 / £? 


"- v J*' 


machine and required him to have them all removed from the railroad^ 

i. ' '• 

premise®. ~This letter from the copy shpwed me byJMr. Wilbur Fiske 


was' 


iEMSiSS 


mnn 


ranjrAmjCTsg 




February 14th, and I am sure yoq. will remember that those representing 
the detecting machine cited the Hudson & Manhattan R. B. Co. as a 


4 u. 


particular case showing the effectiveness of their machine^ 


My plea is, Mr. Secretary, that you have directed as soon 


as possible a letter to both the New York Telephone Co. , 15, Pey Street, 

- ^ ^ 

* N 

.Kew York;_City, and to Mr. Wilbur Fiske, Hudson & Manhattan R. R. . 

^ . " . / * * 

'3CJ^Cmarch Street, Hew York, or to the latter Company generally: if you 

•« 

so see fit, requesting them to send you the information spoken of at 
tha~hearing and referred to. above. 


4 v ' 


I re dew my a p o 1 ogl&s, .and hope—that you-wl-ll excuseray — 

#» 

addressing as I have - the time is so short and the new design seems 
to hang in the balance. 

I should hesitate much longer than I have in writing you 

at your residence* except for the expressions of approval and admire* 

» * 

tion for the new design you so appreciatively made at the hearing on 
February 14 th-last. 
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3 Macdcugal Alley, - 

Manhattan. 

, ' ^ 

JfflL YQ&znXtXi-l LJL^ 

i ■■ . 

. f 7eb. 21 et, i913. 

" J • 




George E* Roberts, Esq/, 


X 




Director of the Mint, 




_ Treasury Department, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Roberts:- 

i - * 

•+ 

1 have received your letter of the 19th enclosing 

' * \ ^ ‘ 

formal voucher for me to sign, and asking me to return the- same 

>_ . k, w i 

signed. by me,;—the-JLeuacripXAon..of service reading., "Preparation of 
designs, obverse and reverse, for a new-five-* cent nickel piene^hd 

r * 

. * p • h 

incidental expenses connected therewith, as.per, agreement dated 
Dec. 18th, 1912”, which service is dated, in voucher as of Jan. 6fchj^ 
1913. \ • , • \ ’ 

t ’ 

. > 

I have signed ~the above and return it herewith, how- 

• / 

ever, j,n order to comply with the request-in your letter o % the— 

t V 

19th, that- I sign the enclosed voucher and let the matters of my / „ 

i - . 

actual cash disbursements a.hd services required by---th#-4^ . 

.Co. , and which you requested me to perform, and in writing you an4 
Bidding the formal voucher, I an sure you will understand my position. 


r 


• & 


•f. 


You will remember that on Sept. 16th, 1912, you wrote 


me that "the President- gave him (Secretary MacVeagh) carte Blanche 






9 


i \ 


f- 




4 . 

1 I 


¥- ", ' / 


J\ 


3 o S" 3 1 o 


't 


G.E.R. -2- 


i -<J _ *V*M3. 


t''* 


to go ahead, so I understand the matter is settled 11 . It is true, of 




ourse , that there wa^ no formal acceptance of the design- until your 


letter of Oct. 18t^,- 1912, but is it not a fact that from long ^before 

, 1 ' ' v _ ~ - ♦ _ c 

"Sept, l*th or Dec. 18th, 1912,, you had frequently asked me; to confer 

*■ • k • 

\ • * 

t . &* * .. gnly 


s> 


J^iea^ ; g-f .-trjv±ag ~ r tx>-make the design,,and coin finally struck, from the 


dies made from the design fit the coin-detecting machine'and w ?tb It 

•r «• 

■v 

within our understanding when I was first requested to malce-tHe de¬ 





signs that I should include within my understand: 

- r ■* • 

conferring with the~Hobbs people and-giving t so much of my time trying 

v N ^ 

' ... 

to m$et th eir demands,, when as far as I know their objections were not 

" - - •* r * T 16 1 ~ _ r ' ' J ~' * 1 ~ " ‘ ff-r-m.* .-km, a 1 " * "• " — 


Secretary 


b - -— 


Ae early ~ae— the -l-a,tt er 


part of July, 1912, you spoke verbally to me of the ob j ectioinT certain 

—---- 1 . 

•A 

slot-machine people were making, and in the latter part, of August, 

w \ *- 

1912, you will remember you asked me to comply with theijr j^quixe.-_ 


ments as far as I could without injuring the design. It seems to mt 

w 1 

that it is just at this point where I began to make disbursements 

and render services, always t however, as I have said', at your request, 

-. - <* 

in order to make the cpin fit the machine. 

Therefore I believe that the following disbursements 

J 

and services (between vTuly, 1912, and Dec. 18th, 1912) should be 
paid besides the amount stated in t^heSroucher signed and returned 
therewith-* and which is signed and returned qn the understanding that 

• - X 

it will not foreclose me on the question of my right to be heard 




further on the propriety and legality cf the following itemized, as 




far as possible, statement of disbursements and services: 


,V 




* 






3 OS' 3f o 


G.E.R. -3- 


July 9 & 10,1912* 


July 16 { 1912, 


Sepb. 8-9, 1912, 


Noy.|^h**L912 


Bee. 15 • 16,1912, 


AcFual d i sFilrs emeu fc s on trip t c^ WasH- 
ingtun (2 days) a,t Secretary MacVeagh’s 
"requedtv, 

Actual disbursements of trip to see 
Mr.’ French' ab Becretary MacVeagh* e 
re ques t, *__ 

Actual disbursementd x on visit to Wash- 
ington to see Seeretafy. MacVeagh at, __ 

Hr. Eob'erT^ if ^^que'sir7 ^ “—T 

* / 

N 

Actual disbursements on trip to Wash¬ 
ington to show Secretary MacVeagh and 
Mr. Roberts the electro-plate reductions 
as "sweatted” together, 

Actual disbursements on visit to Wash¬ 
ington to see Secretary MacVeagh at 
Mr. Roberts’ request, 

Bervitrea^Trcm^ ‘ if^hr-tD Bexr 

18th, 1912, in con ferenc es with Mr. 

Hobbs, Mr. Heith, the inventor, and Mr. 
Carpenter, and attempting by remodelling 
etc.", .etc., to meet demands of Mr. Hobbs, 
all at the request of Mr, RobeTta, 
covering in the aggregate 720 hours, 

N.R. I- have figured my time at $1.00 
an .hour, which I am confident any .com-v 
petent artist will say is very low 
indeed. 


$25.00 


5. SO 


24*75 


23.40 


26.00 


720.00 


|Q24.65 


I feel, further, that thje following disbursements and 
services (between Dec. 18th, 1912 and Feb. 14th, 1913* inq.) should 

also be paid to me, and there is just about equal equity irv this and 

% 

the last. I have separated them here because in a way they might 
be legally considered on a slightly different basis: 


"V 




* * 


13 e O.i o 


i 4 


G.E.B. 


-4- 


Jan* 7, 1913, 


Peb. 14, 1913, 


'i 


—KT~ 




J ”■ 


SFtuai dfsEurslsin'erits^oh 
delpHia at Mr. Roberts’ request, 


■i 


\ 


— * I 


Actual disbursements on trip to Wash¬ 
ington at Secretary MacVeagh’s request 
through Mr, Roberts, 


7*5i 


so. m 


X8-^_1^912L. jito and__ZT 

includ ing Pe b. 14 , 1913., in conference 
‘Wlrth Mr7 Hobbs, MrTTReith, alidTlnaKing 
further attempts^ to satisfy the require¬ 
ments of Mr. Hobbs, and th e-o fchersr, all 
it- : i^^''^rsqueBV‘i^'H?T''"Hoberts, covering in 
the aggregate 504 hours, 

N.B. Here again I have figured my time 
at $1.00 an hour, and am as confident 
as po.ss.tble_that any competent artist- 
would say is very low indeed^ 


504.00 


■ " l V»M 


j$5_5X.bJCL 


% 


X am writing you thus fully because I feel it is quite pos—- 
sible you or Secretary MacVeagh really hardly appreciate how much 
time and actual’cash disbursements, which especially as to my time 
,Jn this case makes a seriously discouraging showing, when I confront 

the opportunities I have missed because of the criticism of tb?.e coin— 

\ 

detecting machine people, which I felt I have had^ to meet point by 

/ > 

point because you and Secretary MacVeagh requested me to, and sllso 

*r 

because of the loyality of ordinary human nature. 

*« , v 

. ’ \ 

Thanking-you'for your letter of the 19th inst. , and trusting 
I may hear from you* in the very near future, 

• i 

Yours very truly, 


-\ 
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MINT OF THE UNITED STATES AT PHILADELPHIA, 

Superintendents Office, . 

i .. . c 

. 3 February 21 , 1913* 


Tbo Digftctar oi tho Mint. 


L“3satai 


_Si; 


X bag to request that X ho authoriiod to toaro 


two copies of tho Assay Co unis si on modal struck for tho 

Cabinet# * 

, %en hero, you verbally authorisad mo to 

<r 

pl&oo specimens of tho different varieties of tho now 

> v •* 

five-cent nickel piece in theTikbinet# Can I hart two 
specimens of tho first variety sad: .two of tho largo * 
diamotor variety struck and placed in the Cabinet, or 

a 

wilAyou supply thorn fx*cxa those sent to tho Bureau? 

L 

Respectfully* 

- Acting Superintendent# 
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Dear Mr. Secretar}':- 

_ ' Thank you very much for your note o’f the\ 21st inst. , 

/ 

/ _ * 

which I have only just received as the >rilat. two days have, been holi¬ 
days, and I hays riot eri at my-offJ.ee. Mr. Fraser told\rae^ on .Friday 

—-1-Jjli.nk,, _o_X. le.hte.r -you _ to hlm ? and. „I r -can . 

say from personal observation Mr. Fraser has been a different man 
since your decision. I/t was kind of you to ask Mr. Fraser, to let me 


know about the decision, because although I, have che ( intereglr^of the 
average citizen in oun coinage I was particularly interested in this 
particular case on account of Fraser for whom I acted simply as a \ 


friend, 


,* 

Thanking you for the great courtesy you showed us at 


the hearing in Washington, anchv/ith kindest regards 
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COF 


OFFrOE OF 

DIRECTOR OF THE MINT 

!M KPtYINO QUOTE INITIAL* 

V v 


Mr. J. B. Fraser, 

3 HacPougal Alley, 

Hew York City. 


Fear Mr. "Fraser* 




TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


* 

WASHINGTON Februaiy 24, 1913# 


% t 







_i.e#Arf**S«a^ate 




I have your letter of the 2lst instant and have carefully noted 


(.na' 


_ ___ _ _Mi. i ■■ — - ■■■■ •> >■ »— ■■■ ■ I » < — 1 " — "" 

Its contents. The enclosed voucher with your signature is also at 



hand hut in view of the contents of the letter I shall, of course, 

t j ... . -At- v* *WTW*wrjLj. ^ [^ }(*»p 

take no action upon the voucher until we have reached a complete 

* - . . .. 

understanding as to your compensation. I will return the voucher 


if you wish. 

A 

/- ’ I per so nal ly very 7 desirous of adjusting_jthe__cornpensatlTon to_ 

your satisfaction and I know the Secretary feel^the same way about 
it. I am, however, embarrassed by your bill for expenses and services 

' i 

running back cf January 6, 1913, yhich is the date when the dies were 

given "a successful working test". , * 

It Is true that as long ago as last summer and at other times 

during the fall months I as^ed you to confer with Hr. Hobbs and to 

€ 

endeavor to adapt "your design to the operations of his coin detecting 


machine. It should be considered, however, that at this time we had not. 

I * 

* * i 

* 1 ¥ 4 

determined finally that your design would be accepted and a new coin 
issued. 7/e were still dealing fyith tentatively and the 

question whether the coin could be adapted to the slot machines or not 

a * . ..... 

was a factor ih the preposition. ^ 


i 





















x 




‘2- 

r 




In your ^letter you speak about a formal acceptance of the design in 

* 

t 

my letter of October 18, 1912, “but as I cannot find any letter to you of 


that date I conclude that you must refer to-the letter ~oT~ December ~ 18« 1912* 

* 

The only point over which there can bp, any difference between us is as 

s' 

to just what setrvices the $2,500 was intended to cover* You will doubtless 

, • 

reps'! i 1hat“ on your- visit—owor~here D e ce m be r 15-16y^l912^ I^broached the 
subject of your compensation. This was the first meeting we. had after ^ 


$— 


letter of September 16th. At this meeting I sought to" rdach an understanding 

-\ 

" with you as to what your compensation should be for all services rendered up 
.to that thne and including such additional labor as might be necessary to 

prepare the designs and dies for the test* It was then agreed that we 

* * 

- _ ^ » 

relieve you of Ur. Weil's bill for making the. dies and pay you $2^500 for 

J _ •„ ~ 

* ynur services. On December 18, 19!X7“1'~eBft^ Tinderstanding in the 

. _ « 

formal letter of acceptance and secured the Secretary's approval. This let- 

* 

ter seems to he very clear in its terms a ref as ,it is now a part of the 

records of the Department it must be used as the basis of settlement. I 

\ 

X 

certainly understood at the time that the $2,500 was to cover all of your 
labor and services hp tc that time and so much more as would be necessary to 

M 

prepare the dies for the successful working test. If it was in your mind 

e - 

at the time, that this spra was simply to pay for your design and that you 
were to be paid an additional sum for ycur efforts to adapt the design to 

f 

the Hobbs' machine it seems to me that you should have expressed yourself 

♦ 

>» - 

at the time and stated how much more you wanted for that work. You did 

have it in mind that v tff addition to the $2,500 we should pay Ur. Weil's bill 

^ - -y~r ^ 

and you did name this condition but you said nothing about additional pay 
for work with Mr. Hobbs. 





I am willing to concede that for additional work done after the trial 

* ** 

January fi, 1913 , for the sole purpose of adapting the design 
to .the machine you are entitled to additional compensationTand I do not con¬ 


sider your hill for this work excessive; Indeed, I night assent to its being 


Washington at the request of the Secretary and myself upon the several 


occasions since last July. I an of the opinion., however, that the Comptroller 
of the Treasury,, wheels an independent official with final authority over 
all disbursements, 4ill decline to allow payment in excess of $2/500 for any * 


services rendered or plated prior to January 6, 1915. 

As the time for disposing of this matter is now brie^ kindly repl^' 




promptly and oblige 


Tery truly yours, - 
George U. Roberts 


Director of the llint • 











3 Maedoug^l— 


—^sessxt c ^ 3i ’rtrrr 


/ 




Hew York~~City. 

?eb. 2‘6 fch, 1913. 






Tie o rg el^.^^Rolyerts, ‘ Esq. , 


Director cf the Mint, 


Treasury Department, 


Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr, Robertsf- 


«k 


► VA«v<m 




*' r •* E»k»> V /• r— * »-t,' - 


-rv**vwi.T»i«-»-» r t t. .it*. »•;»*»>. b--»*c* j'rtMi r-w. /» vj <£-»»» r » *> rnr r t- j»., » 




* .«-•» im r>»»<•*' vw.t»Mun m 5-wtm, t- jr-»-vt a » ».> *. 


wr.v>D*nisv^ 


Ycur letter of the 29th inst. reached me yesterday, and 


I am answering it with all possible haste. I shall try to_do so 


** 

by taking up each of the paragraphs in order as they appear in your 


letter. 


(l) You sa}' you are embarrassed by my bill for expenses and 


services running back of January, 6th y ._ 1913^ _ which..was the da te when 


the dies were given "a successful. test". I take it here you refer 


to your letter to me of December 18th, 1912, which lettei/ reads in 


part tt you are authorized to oomp4-ete- -and perfeot the- designs* x _x 


x x x x x, and upon the completion cf the same and the final ac- 

x ? 

< 

c.eptahce of the models,, and after a successful- working te^t > of the 

' . * * * x. 

» ♦ 

dies, you will be paid as full.compensation for the same and for your 

\ 

incidental expenses in connection the sum of $2,500." . I don’t feel. 

V ' 

V —* \ 

i _ _ * x * 

myself that it is reasonable to take these iast words as including 

^ _ _ __ , ^ •'f 

any aer-vlees or incidental expenses except thos-e necessary to complete 
the ^models”, -which was really a very simple thing for me to do, 





1 


5 


G.E.B. -2- 


at me a 


the time and So I had 


"been required not only to "complete the models", hut also to make 

* • 

all kinds of experiments in trying to satisfy the Hobbs people, and 

* *—■~‘r— «, «, —Tr- T. ■ J,- rr . , r , 

really, as it seems to me, still at your req^eBtr-~~i insert th^^obbs— 
* * 

~ y *> 

people had been coming in continuously up .to before "December 18th, 
dr9-x“2, —r^n-dr^-I— had me t them as far as I cpuld at your written or spoken 

‘request. If, however, you had no knowledge of my continued efforts 

- 

to meet the Hobbs* people demands made, between 'December 18th, 1912, 

4 

and January 6th, 1913, and did not expect me to make these efforts, 

• then I can see how I have v/crked for no one is liable as to this 

t 

•particular 't ime-.* , ‘ N - 

... . \ ‘ ^ 

Quite beyond this of course, howevST', ^re ims for 

disbursements and services before December 18th, 1912, and the part 

r k * 

i t> 

of my second claim at least from January 7th to February 14th, JL913. 


\ (2) Taking up the third paragraph of your letter, I do 

remember that on December 15th, 1912, when I was in Washington you 
spoke of the subject of my compensation and ray recollection of what 

was agreed uoon is the same as vours. except that I did not under- 

f 

stand that the further disbursements made and services to be rendered 
by me included such a heart-breaking series of conferences and at¬ 
tempts to satisfy the Hobbs people between December 18th, 1912, and ^ 

** ' * - _ i 

January ^th, 1913, and even as late as'February 14th last. These 

n 

\' 

services and disbursements all Voract ically made necessary by the 

Hobbs people and performed 4fter December* 18th, 1912, could not very 

*> 

well have been even considered in our conversation, because as I 

* t . 

understood the formal approval in vour letter of December 18th 3 1912, 
(not ^October 18th, 1912 as erroneously stated in i&y last letter later) 


G.E.R., -3- 

'i 






did. not in any way-con tamp late any further tilings to toe done toy me 


~r 


T 


except completing rainiirls; ^ furthermore, I cannot se& how the formal 

. * 
approval (December"18th, 1912) contemplates in any way that the 


12,500.00 there mentioned shall cover my time or expenses in preparing 

* v 






j * 




understood at. the time of our speaking, December 15-16-, 1912," that 
the $2500.00 should cover everything to date "and so much more as 
would be necessary to prepare the dies for the successful working 

a 

test”. I must 8*v I cannot see. just how the forjnal approval, December 

' ' k 

18th, 1913, contains or implies any-such conclusion as seems so plain 
to you - it's just a question of seeing things differently, and no 

faul; on either side. 1 

'Further in paragraph 5 of ^our letter (top p.2) you write 
that if I had been expected to he paid further for my efforts to, 
adaot the coin to the machine, I should have spoken of it to you - 

n 

naturally never a thought of -such a thing came into my mind for what 


else could I infer from 2 /our conversation than that it meant an 

♦ * . — ' 

approval by the Secretary and not ah approval to he subject to the 

s' 

Hobbs* people further criticism. 

In making the same kind of argument in the-^egry last sentence 

of this paragraph, toy answer is exactly the sane, how could I have 

. • * 

\ ^ 

had in rav mind possibilities that our very conference itself excluded. 


f. 


> 


Finally I trust I have not made my letter too long. If my 

* .t ' 

arguments do not alter-yours or Secretary MacVea^h’s opinions as 






0-5?''“b‘ 




I 


* 

Gr 4,J3 • *R • - 4- 


• .-.-S' 

f 1 

3 tated in yb^- letter, will you -ne t- please send mee voucher for" — 

such .further compensation as you think J am entitled to, explained 

1 

in the next to the last paragraph of your letter; I will .then return 

K 

it signed. • , - — . 

& 

I hope that Secretary MacVesgh may have an opportunity 

# 

— -look over these papers^--— —____ 

With kindest regards, 

A 

Yours very truly, 






tiM fliMlit .1 

•trporalitA 


to gin t« 


T«qr ilnirily ywm, 

M. 0. s. an., ttoveast 

initt «iy 10 n» umIIM. 
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THE VyH ITE HbUSE 


WASHINGTON 


?*bruary 26, 1913. 



In accordance with the President's 


ymt- 

«• 

th» onoloaed latter from Claranoa w« Hobba 

protesting against the issue of the newly 

• * & 

t 

designed five cent piece. 


Sin 


yours 


/t' „ A 

Secretary to tlie President. 


Hon. Franklin HacVeagh, 

Secretary of the treasury. 

> * 

Snclosure. 


i, , 


V 







.<1 


vr. 




Xu •~jp3rQpOS Qd^_-^l8^BU.6- Of 8. U6W 
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•hy- the Government the undersigned in behalf 


of the Bobbs Manufacturing Company of Worcester, Massachusetts 

J 

the. American Stamp and Tioket Vending Machine Company of 
New York and Edward F. Henson, Trustee, of Philadelphia, begs 
to call certain facts to your attention and to bespeak/your 
consideratiorj of them. . 

1. That Up to"the present t-ime"--there-have been no 
efficient-mechanical -means £or separating genuine coins from 
counterfiets, foreign coins, imitation coins, and disks of 
metal identical in size with genuine ooin and having the same 

i 

magnetic q^a.lity. Machines to accomplish.this end have 
recently been invented by persons fop whom Mr. Henson is 
Trustee, built and perfected by the Hobbs Manufacturing 
Company and are now being introduced joja the market by the 
American Stamp and Ticket Vending Machine Company, 

> 

3« 1 TJxese machines are of high efficiency, ope^ating^ 

i 

successfully to separate genuine from false coins* even 

c 

though the genuine coin be so worn as to still retain only a 
dim remnant of the~or iginal design. The machines ate based 
upon the. standard design of American Subsidiary Coinage which 

has been uniformly followed by the Government’ since this 
c'oinage was authorized. The invention is designed for the , 


X 


use of banks, street railway companies, large industrial 



and in automatic vending 
machines for selling railroad’ ticket*, postage stamps, postal 
savings stamps, various articles of merchandise and fox- many 

* v 

other purposes. 

3. When't he armoundemerit^Was maUe“ oT ~pcrsre ~ 

the -Gwxnmen£ $jq_ is&tXQ ' a:_£ivg.__cent piece . to supplant the ——,— 

coin now in use, the undersigned immediately got into communica¬ 
tion with the Director of the Mint, requesting that the new 
coin when prepared should be made to contain the same proving 
points that exist in the coin now in use in order that the 
same selecting'machine might be made to select both Of these 

r ‘ 0 * r ”" r J « 

coins and at the same- time.reject all not genuine. It was 


found that the ‘design' of the artist heed be modiffed-te-only -■ 

two slight, and, as we claim, unimportant particulars, namely, 

** ** 

to provide a rim and a narrow -section of the field just within 
the rim of the same depth, ,007 of an inch in depth and .003 
of an inch in width, which is precisely the distance now 
existing on the standard coin between the outter edges of the 


stars and the inner edge of the fret work; also to provide in 
the center of the coin by a modification of the Indian face a 
flat space l/4 of an inch in diameter, but the artist refused 
to alter his design in any particular and Ms refusal has been 
upheld by the Honorable Secretary of the Treasury, to whom the 
offioials vof the Mint at the last instance referred our request 
for decision. 








> 


- 3 - 

V 4 -»-. 

4* In^/the view of those-nifhom I directly represent the 
coin proposed \o be issued is open to -many serious objections* 

r * \\ ~ *'* ■ " ^,,1 -g ! - 1t _ . . - ■ ■ - -•»-—^- i r » Mfaw iii t ,. 11 . n i.i^i, mi,, rn m niiM^.r»irj~Mi^ i r^ u a w i> << agt \ ,,> mm n i 

. (a) It is not susceptible of mint finish, so called* but 

has a dull appearance^similar to lead and for that reason may 
be more readily counterideted* x ^ 

CBJ The "roughened suS face ma;kes it particularly favor¬ 
able for carrying dirt and disease—germs from hand to hand*. 

(c) The various* inscriptions required by law are 

> \ * 

rendered so subordinate to the artidtie design as to be in 

many bases almost illegible and in all cases hard to' diet inguish 
particularly if u&ed by persons of impaired visiofe or in poorly 


lighted places.* . # y . * 

(d) The token Of value upon the one side and the date 
line upon the other in addition to being dliTIculftodiatingui 

i 

is placed close to the su^fdce of the cdin and are only *003 of 
an inch in depth, whereas the depth of these- characters on 
the standard coin is *007* Consequently, when the coin has 

received 3/7 of the wear which the standard coin is capable of 

> 

taking, the token of value will have been entirely worn away 

<■— 

and the coin will cease to be cPlegal tender*' 

(e) For the entire time since the present subsidiary 
coinage was authorized there has been a recognized standard of 
design, giving a well defined substantial rim around the edge 
and a well defined field within surrounding the relief on the 
coin* Based upon this construction these machines have been 




1 < ' __——- 

—4-, . —k-t . 

f * 

^designed to detect falTse coins from the genuine, the inventions 

^ * / 

have beefo patented.and the Government has accepted, fees from 
Tffe^inventors for such patents. The proposed coin has no 

I 

fiend extending around the coin inside the rim, and as a res 42 .lt 

/ . 

all of the machines for detecting counterfipt codnts based upon 

i 

the Standard design of. coin would, if this, porposed coin ho- 

* 

issued, be rendered valueless and without any reason, gfven, 
except that in the opinion of a few the artistic appearance.of 
the coin would be greater Aere such field pmitted. It is 
maintained that the alleged desirability for a change in 
coin to increase itw artistic appearance should not be carried 
to the extent of destroying property based upon United States 

t 

patent previously issued* 

(5) The demand for machines for the automatic detection 
of counterfiets and the separation of false from genuine 
coins has existed for many years* In response to this demand 

a very large number of machines have been made but none of them 

* 

until the machine herein referred to was perfected have been 
successful. Repeated public trials have demonstrated that it 
unerringly separates all imitation and foreign coins from the 
genuine, also all molded counterfiets and all die struck 
counterfiets that hatre been' submitted up to the present time. 

6. The five cdfct coin is the most used coin issued by 

t ^ c T. *.• m - _ * V* 

r " *' 

the Government. It probably figures in more daily transactions 

I > 

* 

than all the other' subsidiary coins. It; is used in particular 
for the purchase of tickets for street railways, tickets for 

V 


> 
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places of amusement, soda fountains and for innumerable 

r ? ' \ 

- i * ; .' . - --- —. x 

articles of ‘merchandise in common daily use* It is claimed 

that this coin is primarily intended as a medium of exchange, 

and not as an object lesson in art and that as a medium of 

exchange it should be designed in such a manner as to be used 

with the least discomfort on "the part of -the pub!io and with 

_ _ ____ — ___ _ : _ ^ 

the greatest ^efficiency. The illigibility of the markings 

upon the nevf coin will very greatly interfere with its con¬ 
venient use, and if it cannot be used in the coin detecting 

I 

machines, it will lose a great part of its. efficiency. The 
coin in use during the past twenty-five years is ideal in/this 
regard. ' * 

7. The demand for the use of coin operated vending 
machine® has existed for more than a score of years. Many 

t 

attempts to produce such a machine had been made, but, 
except foj one cent values, have not come into general use 

X 

because there have been no efficient means for keeping out 

counterfiet, foreign and imitation coins. The expensive use 

A . , 

of the one cent machine^ has proven the popularity with the 

% 

public. The extension of the use of such machines to articles 

^ a 

of five cent value would ad incalculablyto the convenience 

« 

of the public and effect very great economy in distribution. 

s % t 

The undersigned has in his possession at the present- time _ 

applications for machines for automatic vending of postage 
stamps, post cards, stamped envelopes) savings stapms from a 
‘la^ge metropolitan savings bank) insurance policies from one 
of the leading accident insurance Companies; tickets from street 


railway companies; tickets from amusement houses; from a 



from a very large department store syndicate fpr machines for 
vending toilet articles, articles of personal wear, etc; from 

V 1 

a large baking firm for machines for 'Vending bread and^other 


food proiductsT^from ffe large^manufacturer .of popcorn products. 
All these articles are to be vended In £tve cent values^ 

t 

The issuance of the proposed five cent coin will indefinitely 
defer the possibility, of meeting these demands.. - 

r * 

( 8. The Post Office Department of the Government has 

v> 

for many jrgars conducted competitive files of machines for 
automatic sale of postage stamps. More than seventy-five, 
machines have been submitted, but none of them approved. 
Another competition has lately been “Invited, the proposal 
coming from the Post Office Department to the undersigned 
within th|>past ten days. We are preparing to-submit machines 
for one cent, two cent, five cent and ten cent values but 
if-the proposed coin be issued in the exact form now proposed 

—v. 

the Govern&ent will not be able to obtain such machines for 

i — 

five cent values, but only for the other .values .stated,' 

9. For the above reasons and for many others which 
might be given I respectfully request that the issuance ofi 

J 

the proposed five cent coin be deferred until such time as 1%. 

can be brought, in its proof points, into substantial relation 

. - --.^ 

with the five cent coin now in use, in order that the^public 

1 ■ - _^ 

may be given the advantage of the inventions for the automatic 

■i 

detection by mechanical means of oounterfiet, foreign and 






t 



imitation'coins .which - have now-been careful 


7 

thoroughly tested ^nd ready to be placed in the hands of the 

tmblio. 

/ 

I am j sir, with grea^ti respect y" 

- - . - -v - - - - 

Tour obedient servant, „ 






To TSe-Brasd^ient^ 


/ 
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. TELEGRAM 


4 

,1 ' 


C ■■ 


- r 


BT ' HE^ ; YOBK March , 1 . 191 



re“orK«^IIROhe'rtBvlr® a Bury'l)epartment : ,- ; s- - - . v 

Cr E -nlrector of the Mint Washington,B.C. 






Youri letter received. Voucher .ii\alright. will s^a^lt to, the mf ii 





















i 


t 


HEW YORK CITY 
3 MACDOU6AL ALLEY 
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Mint of the UniteId States at Philadelphia, 

Superintendents Office, 


\ 


torch 3, 1913* 




' i 


' 

~ i 

REG. WAR 5 '.‘1913 - _ 


The Diresto r of the 

IfeushingtonV B,0r 


Sir: 


t 


Mr* J. £. Fraser- one for $2500.00 and the other for 
$666*13 have been received today ai\d checks for these 

i 

amounts sent him* 

. • r 

the voucher for $400.00, in favor of Mr. WeiA* has 
• *. 
not yet come to hand** 


f 

* 




$ 





.V 


' rf —•r-'' -*> 
\ ' 


§ ofS 


.1 , 


f 


The Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 


Superintendents Office, 



3-13 


13i 




\ 


i ti ii •iiMirminwr— 





Washingt on, -D.0. 


Dear Mr. Roberts 



Because I thought it would interest you 
I obtained permission from the Superintendent to send r you for in- 
ep-aetion a speclmen of 

:: ^trst---a3rre featureSjfhat will. interest you are the 




unusually low relief and the "hardness’” "bf^the modelling. The re¬ 
lief is probably the lowest ever really modelled for such purposes; 
and yet the'.‘head "stands out" well, because it is so well modelled, 
Every feature is clear and the portrait is certainly excellent. 

The "hardness" of the /modelling is remarkable and interesting^ tooT 
In that respect it is- just the opposite of, our new nickel Five^cent 
piece, which is so softly modelled. It is interesting to Spot e that 
Fraser* s Indian and buffalo are done in the same style as the por¬ 
trait of George V. by llakennel on the British coins. 

The Belgian coin is by Devreese, as you/will note on the coiii it¬ 
self. Devree3e is one of the greatest of.living medallists, if not 
the. greatest since the death of Chaplain and Roty. 'We have some of 
D’s.ymedals and they are very superior. He was the^artist who won 
the first prize at the great International Exhibition of Medals, 
held in Rew York two years aga, or three,/I believe. That was the 
greatestjexhibition^of medals ever brought'together on either conti¬ 
nent, and on which an American citizen, Mr. A.II.Huntington, spent 
fifty thousand dollars - yet none of the engravers at the mint con¬ 
sidered it worth his while to go to Mew York to see itl! , 

Had the criticisms you made on the handling of the inscriptions 
and the treatment of the types an t’he new Rickel, the day you and 
Mr. Earns s Mao Veagh were over, he re, been headed by the artist, the 
most of the object ions now raisec to the piece would have been a-y 
voided. Fraser failed in his compo sition . 

Could wo secure the original models of the new Five-cent piece? 
It is hard to see why ’they should remain in the possession of -the 
artist;, ana if obtainable I should be delighted to have tRbm for 
exhibition in the wall case; The original models would please many 
who now criticise the coins, b ecause the ins criptiohs^would be more 
distinct and the types-, batter adapted to the field^n ,the large 5 
del than ton the coin. Ifywe could not get they^aSter model then 

wd trtainly should have „ the .bronze replica from which the die-sink 
ei ide the hub - l ^st he make some more hujrs. , 

shal.1 soon be able to send you tha^Ramsden pamphlets bn Chi- 






•o 



neoe 


*1? 


Veryyjrespect'ful ly, 


M/.Z* 



j- 




3 /jr3/e> 



, !»^ r WABASE AVEHUi 

March d5i ta onih • 
NinB^irn-Thirteen. . 

v " : 


Hon* George ^* Hober1;» l 
Di^ecigr.^ the Mint,. 
Washington, D.C. 




' \ Oss* - sfi •' 
: 'i 1 *i •«/; s ,• 


Dear Mr. Roberts:- 


< f j * - 

7 t • * 

■; £s*Vv? . 

- -7 i&VU | 


That deli fitful little book * 
containing the story of the Banks of ~ii& United 
States, turned up at last and I am x*ow ,enj oying 
.t greatly, and wishto thank youfor itonce 


nr 

in that connection*. \\ 4 

XreKthe mints continuing the 
uninterrupted coinage of the iiew nickle! X don*t 
hear any further discussion in this connection. % 
i Hastt inscrip tion 

M InGbd~wetrust”, such asTi believe there was 
when the hew penny came out! 


X a®. 


With kindpereonal regarde, 


Very faithfully yotira, 
* ' 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


. i 


N 


OFFICE OF 

-DWECTOR-OE-THE IIIHT 


Ilf RCPLYINQ QUOTE INITIALS 



WASHINGTON Karcl1 18,. 1913. 


4 

y** 


Memorandum for the Secretary relative to the new nickel* 

, 

The first step in the negotiations for the new nickel piece was 


taken by Assistant Secretary Andrew in 19ll. ks a result of his 

* 

interest in the subject LIr.- J. E. Fraser pf Hew York, upon his own 



- initiative, prepared sev 


i - 


and .the buffalo about as they now appear upon the coin, although in 

' • ** 

somev/hat higher relief. LIr. Fraser was a, pupil of Augustus Saint / 
Gcudens and much interested in the latter’s work unon our r*old coins. 

, * r N 

* 

^ * 

He shared in Saint Gaudens’ feeling that our coins, besides being 

* „ * * 

counters in trade, should be examples in art, exerting kn influence 

upon the artistic taste of the people. It>/as also his desire to make 
. the new coin characteristically *uneri*can in its type, assistant Secretary 

i 

«• 

Andrew’and myself were both pleased with Ms designs and submitted them 

* 

and introduced him to Secretary MacVeagh. The latter was pleased Y/ith the 
piQce but cautious about'‘committing himself to a change in the coin. He 

• t 

inclined to the jypiriion that if changes were to be made other artists 

' > 

_should be invited to compete. The matter rested at this stage for some 


time and although there was more'or less cTiscusM'Dirurver -x 


x iviev/s with artists and connoisseurs, it was nearly a year before the . 

^ _ • V. k 

Secretary took up tho subject seriously. By this time he had nade»up' 

\ 

» 

V 

his mind that if any change v/ns to be made he v/aftted the Fraser designs. 
Hr. Fraser Y/as requested to lower the relief and, if practicable, increase 





1 


the size of the lettering showing the donoinination*, It was how nidsmmer, 


1912. The. Secretory was satisfied with the designs as-modified, but-wished 
then suhmrtted^ot^Fi^e^rts^C^mTssionI~TliG = ^^^S = ^^ = Sh = w!^ = s i c??t%er0^r =: 


and- i-t- was 


v.ll who saw the 


models'gavr> cordial approval to then. I an handing you herewith letters 


from Cass Gilbert, Edwin HowlancL_31 ashfLCtd7 


;rr.—I-an—- 


sure wo also h&d a (letterfron Thomas fastings, but I do not find it in 


mv files. I recall also a letter, from Monyon Cox, but that also is not 


in the Bureau files. These letters Were submitted to tire President by the 
Secretary md the President’s Approval obtained. 


About - the tine-we were-- roadywta go ahe ad 


oh the dios a Ilr. Hobbs/of 


V/orco^tor-, Massachusetts* rep 


lo. Anerican Stamp and Ticket 


Vending Machine Company, put in a protest against any chahgo in the*de~ 

^ __ * 

.signs cf"-tho five-cent piece on the ground that this Comp my had 1 developed 


an outer 


:atic coin-detecting slot machine, the value of which would he 


- ^ 

seriously affected by the introduction of a new coin. Mr. Fraser was asked » 
to confer with Mr. Me'^' s with '■ view/ to mailing a few minor changes in the 

' i 

* ** 

coin which it was said would adapt it to the machine. At first the reports 

from" both Mr. Hobbs md Mr. Eraser indicated that this might be done. The 

- # * ~*1 

designs wore finally approved md the first d-ios ordered on Me cento r 18, 1912. 

> » 

\ 

Tliol first experimental pieces wc e struck on/Januory Cth, 1513, but tho so 

T o* -<u ^ ) 

coins rroved objectionable to Mr. Hobbs, a-ftor farther conference ml a 

-N 1 

slight alteration of- the dies a second set of nieces were struct about ten 
dr vs later* The inventor of the Hobbs machine, who was at, tb.e Mint at tho 
tine, expressed tho belief that the machine w nld nov; be able s to handle the coin 
licit/ 01* • Hofcb sdo a further moicst md asked for* mother confefentfe. Tills 


ino ,ho and Mr. Fraser wore invite'', to come to* 1 '.Washington and meet Secretary 


p • -b r> 










y-* 


OacVeagh. The latter gave a patient hearing to both and decided that the 

i 

alterations' ’which Ur* Hobbs demanded, the most serious of which was to 

• * * 

uslv impair the "beaut 


of the design. It also ^appeared that the Hobbs machine was still in tM 

K ■ ‘ ) 

experimental stage, and not in actual use. .anywhere. It having been repre-^ / 

** » s , 

se nted- - that-^ the te l^phehe- : '^mx)a n ie s ^^ri e - liv ely to be. among the largest / 
users of the machine I communicated v«rith the Hew York Telephone Company 
to 1 ea m the ir OT 5 intorr~o j f =: its probable importance. Tne reply y/as that they 


}vad examined the machine but had no thought of adopting it. There were no" 

^ — 

t 

protest^Trom any other slot machine people. The coin is of the same weight 

« 

and diameter as the old piece, and works in all other slot machines. 

'"* v 

•«* - - - - - , t 

Secretary UacVeagh's decision to‘go ahead with the coin v;as conveyed to 

mo in writing, and is attached hbreto. 

The ’three mints at rbrladolphia, wcnver and 3an Francisco are r unni ng 

N w 

to their capacity upon those coins and are behind their- orders. -The actual 

^ «• 

& 

i ' ' ' 

distribution to the public! up to to-day is approximately 10,000,000 pieces 
(.„;900»000). . 

I ef 

' The statute authorising*the Secrotary of the Treasury to change the 

■* # ^ ~ -c 

designs upon the coins provides that' - - 

v * * 

u ITo change in the design or die of any coin shall be made 
oftener than^onco in twenty-five years fr6m -and including the 

ynfi.-r of the fir st ad option of the design, , model, die or. hub _ . - 

.for the sane coin.p h. 3. 3510, as amended. / ' 

" There havo been two ins traces in which slight changos have be^n-nade 

in. the dies:-soon after""tho adoption of the new designs. One of those was in 

V * > 

1 . eg f v/iion the new 3ainf Gaudens gold coins having proven to be too high in 
relief to stack, tho reliefs was slightly reduced. . The words ;l In God Y/o Trust 1 * 

i 

• ’ f : 

v/ere also restored to those coins, hut as this was dono by act of Congress 

■ & ■> 


> «<• — *./ - V- * » 














it would not come within the inhibition of the earlier statute* The second 

i 

* r 

instance was in 1909* when Secretary ilacVeagh ordered the initials of the 

■ ' ' * . 

3.. ,f removed from tho* ono-cenu -piece on. account of their 


conspicuous position. 

\ * . - . 

J. was nd^t "Director of the Hint when either of those changes was made,' > 

X - . . r 

and I'dto not hn oXrhet her the^ 1 anguage of, the__statute was taken into con- 
\^idoration^or not. ..t any rate the*' changes^v/ere sp slight that'they cannot 
be said to conflict with the spirit of the statute however it might ho 



























Mint of the United States at'Philadel.^hia, 

' SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, 

* t ----- — - -- ' J 

I 

March 31, 1913. 1 * 



The 'Director of *the Mint-, 
x 1 Washington, D.C. 





I beg leave to report that there have boon received, 

• ! 

addressed to the Curator, the bronze models of the new five- 

/} 

\ 

cent nickel piece from the artist, Mr. Jam^s E. Fraser, Ho. 3 

o 

Macdougal Alley, Hew York. k ' 

v 

Respectfully, 



c 

Acting Superintendent. 
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TREASURY DEPARTM ENT 


OFFICE OF ENGRAVER 




MINT OF Thp UNITED STATES 

i. 

Philadelphia. Pa.- 


IMA* 



Washington, D. C. 


. ' ' * r 


Dear Sir:** 


Please find enclosed two fir* cent nickel coins, one 
showing the change suggested an<i the pother with no change,, f op 
comparison. .. v 


... -_—. - ...t— 


If you wall of the alteration ^we oould hpld , ^ 

up the coinage for a short time while I made a new huh which x 


would not take more than 


when we could go on with 


the coinage. Ae the demand for this coin appears to hare abated 
I think it would cause no inconvenience.. 


Respect fully. 







1 


BngraveP., 


4* 





























Am nri ting ypti^iA iftewer to your 
will toe posted »kis afternoon* 


<33X0 


ggS^g!£ 





















/ 


3 oS-3/6 








.’I 1 


I 

J 

h 


3 Macdougal Alley, 


* • A-r- 


April 25th, 1915V 


' "f z 


George E. Roberts, Esq. , 




“A* v 


Director of the Mint, 






SSS-SS&pasaP^^Z&SBMBSniiaBSHaSIff&aSnm^ 


Washington, 'D. C. 


Dear Mr. Roberts: - 



Your letter of Aprir\^2nd last together with enclosure 


=i^a=efeed^^e^Jin^jcLu^_c ourse, and it seems fcc^me that the nickel en¬ 




closed with the "kire Cents"jmade clearer is good and .does not at 

« \ • 

_ . . . _, * * 

all-interfere with general design. T hare also recexted.your letter 

* . * * -\ 

of April 23rd last in which you say the Secretary of the Treasury- •- 
would like^to hare me come tp Washington for a conference about the 
nickel piece, and to telegraph when I $can come. As the’ onlj r change 

we have talked about in connection with the nickel piece is making 

* *• . - ** • % 

the words "Eire Cents" stronger, and as this has been done and G.an 

i .... 9 ■ 

4 < •» 5 *S -Z. * *-». * r «-»« -*WI r m M I. ! <r . « a g r * , « v •* 

t ^ *<• «<? *• •» * A *^» &> •. .uif ^ • n t . uif r t • »a o t (I « o I t t I HJtatt.T'o Ah 

even be improved without my assistance, by straightening of letters, 

« 

etc• ,—1—m ust assume th a^ t h e confer en c e wi l l - cover other - ma tters..-- 


\ 


" ; I hav e g ir.en, the Secretary’s request, 8|nt through 

you, the most careful consideration and much as I should like to 

' * 

comply therewith and have the honor and pleasure of seeing 5 * the 




' Secretary,'I am forced,-to decline, his kind invitation. I have matters 
" 1 ..... ... ^ 
here that require every hour of my time and thought. You do not 

i f , 

i 

tell me what, even as far as your information goes, the Secretary 

* 1 t 

wishes to see me about, though of course I know from your two letters 

L, * 

it- -is- in some way eenneeted v/-ith the-new nickels - — 





1 


^ G *_E • • y 

> * 


-2- 








'Looking back now I am aware, even more than I wars just - after 

» *” *». ’ _ 4 

the new'nickel was approved finally and ordered etruck, how much 

time and worry I spent on the controversies that aro.se in s connection 

with the so-called coin-detecting machine people, and I should hkve 

• *> 

only myself to blame if any further' controversy whatsoever in con- 




The fact Is 

" y -" ' • 


nect-ioh with the nickel and‘Involving me should arise, 
frankly that I am in^the very midst of work, which I know to be 

•*** c ‘ 

vital to my career and cannot afford any interruption.. Of course 

. . . U 

if the Secretary should te in town and should^wish to consult me 

he tho ught I might "be of use* I should - feel 

It an honor to see him. 


-- « , TOMa a. -- 




''"“-W-ityh=k-i-nd est^^cegaxdi 




.a- 


Yours sincerely, 



P.©". 


I enclose two reverse sides of nickel as requested. 


.A. - . -- 


• ■» X « *• « ■ 


.y 


f 


• M 


s 


\ 


\ 


. ( . 
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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia', 

% v 

, < 

Superintendents Office, 

April 38, 1913. 


' V. 


The Director of the Mint, 

*. * Washington, D # C. 1 

Sir: 

A« requested in your letter of the 35th instant, 
to Mr. Charles E. Berber, Engraver of this mint, I have 
had five of the new dasign five-cent nickel pieces gilt 
with a gold solution made from 900 bullion. Two of these 

a ggag B iy a j C W ■■■■i Jew a”*' """ 


~ _ 




pieces have been brush-finished by the gilder and they 

y 


will he fo^d^Tn the^BmlX envelppeT^tha othenr three are^ 
as they came from the plating bath, 

t - 

\ “ 

Respectfully, 



(Enc.) 


Superintendents 




/ 




i 


s 


Hif5313»iBK 



OFFICE OF ENQFtAVER 


10 


TREASURY 


MINT OF THE UNITED STATES 

* f 4 

Philadelphia. Pa. 


May 6th, 1913. 


Hon. John H. handle, 


Super! ntundent 



Sir:- 


) I have made the desired change In the Five Cent coin and 

submit a piece for final approval. If i„t is satisfactory I can 

*»j' v * 

make coining dies at once. If the Director will wire or phone 
us as soon as he approves, the change ifwiU^l sav'd tiffieishd~ 

—--‘---f-a^Xi jjato w rarsuming colnage. : " . 

.. ‘ Respectfully, 


r 


Y ' 


/f'/ 


Engraver♦ 










* 


0 * 



Assistant Secretary 


4 


TfCeAS U RY D E PARTM E NT- 

■» f V ° 

Washington, May 33< 1913 , 


i. 




> < 

My dear Mr. Roberts s 

The change suggested by Superintendent Leach of^the 
San Francisco Mint in the lettering of the obverse side 
jof the nickels, especially in the word "Liberty", \s approved. y 

Very truly yours, ^ ^ v 



■~^r 



ajpat. 





c 


Hon. George E. Roberts, 

Director of the Mint, - 
Treasury Department. 

% . ' 


\ 










OFFICE OF ENGRAVER 


3 .0 ^" 3 fp 


DEPARTMENT^ 


MINT OF THE UNITED STATES 


Philadelphia. Pa. 


- Ifay ^tfa y-093Ar~ 


Hon. George 2. Hobart*, 


Director of the Mint, 


Washington, D. N3. C 


Sir:- 


Your letter of the 24th inst., received and eontents noted.. 

S' « 

The change suggested can of course be made, whether the 

f 

I 

life of the die will.be increased "fifty per cent" is d correct 
statement ii~very doubtful; andxonly a trial will demonstrate^ 
It is an open question whether the life of the die is as 

i 

0 

important matter as the qualify of the qoin and I quite agree 


with you that the dies are run too long and more dies should be 


used. 


There must always be a first and a^ast point of the die ? 

, / _ 

to .give out and the' question is, which is the more important, if - 
the inscriptions remain good and'the Indian head and buffalo are 
worn smooth it cannot be claimed as an improvement. 

The fact is j£he design ip too large for the size of the eoin* 

I 

and no thought has been taken of the necessary inscriptions.. ThS' 

> **’ 

ooin has the appearance of having. been made with the. sole object 

» ' ** 

«L 

of covering the whole space with an indian head on one side and 

V ^ _ ’ 

( * —>—* as 

a buffalo on the other, the inscriptions being an after thought. 

, To make the change it11 be necessary to reduce the reliefhf 

tho^ilder rof rthe Indian as the date rests upon the shoulder, to 


t 



y 

Hon« G«S ( .R«^2» 


increase the depth of the date without reducing the shouldeSf 
would make matters worse instead of hatter,it would sprely 


Lressure togetaper: 


impression o 


4 

and that would make the life of the die shorter instead of longer. 

We now find that the date is the last place the metal fills 

^ > • 

and therefore to simply make the date deeper you will readily 

see*-would not he an improvement without as."said before reducing 
the relief of the shoulder, 

Your directions were and you now repeat, that, any change 
is not to be "radical", hut must he so slight that it would he 
"scarcely noticalle to the public", may I say that any change 
we may make will be noticable and that we find the coins are 

c 4 —* 

refe'rred to by the public, and designated according to the change, 

V 

therefore, would it not be weK before mailing any further change - 

/• 

to consider in what way thp coin can be fe improved and make all 
changes at the same time whether they be jradical or hot. 

Mr. C^ark has just handed me the following which does not 

bear out the statement that the change already made will m ake 

' . 

^longer the life of the dies". 

last 12 pairs of dies before change, average per pair 

<5 

150,168 ) % 12 pairs since change, average fcer pair 109,389. 

Awaiting your further instructions. ^ 

\ 

Respectfully, 




B.- 






Engraver. 
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Buffalo Bill, Chief Iron Tail and Benjamin American Horse Guests 


MlH 






While there was almost everything and everybody to be found at the Kimball last eve¬ 
ning, there was one incident which was new to that hostelry. This was a speech to a party 
of college men by a full-blooded Sioux Indian in his native tongue, and the.other was the 
entrance to_the Kimball of two members of America’s fast disappearing race, the Indian. 
They accompanied C01. William F. Cody, Buffalo Bjll, who was the guest of the members of 
the Class of ’03, Yale. This class held a Reunion and banquet In one of tne private dining¬ 
rooms on tlje second floor of the hotel. The comments of the Indians up6n the banquet, the 
customs, and the boatrace of the afternoon proved to be interesting, especially from theii; 
opinion of the college sport. 

While there were not so many Yale men of 1903 who were present there were several 
from Other classes who were guests of the ’03 men, and in addition, there were several high 
school boys who are prospective Yale candidates. Covers were laid for 45. persons, and each 


plate was filled. 

At the head of the table sat Buffalo Bin, and at his right sat Dudley P. Lewis, SeOre- 

s-twer- 


Indians, decked out in full regalia and war paint, but their ferocious appearance was belied 
by the bland smiles with which they favored the college men, and the qhick, keen glances 
which they cast at each dish 'as it was brought to them by the waiters. 

The banquet was scheduled for 6 o’clock, but it was nearly 7 o’clock before the last guest 
had been seated. Several courses had been served, when suddenly Col. Cody burst into 
laughter. One of the Indians was tailing animatedly to the college men who sat about him. 
while the other sat quietly munching his food, and now and then smoking a cigaret. The first 
was Benjamin American Horse, a young Sioux Indian, who was graduated from the Carlisle 
Indian school in 1895. He played right end on his college football team. The other was 
Chief Iron Tail, one of the big chiefs who fought against Gen. Custer in the battles on the 
Little Big Horn. Horse spealis English fluently, but Iron Tail has never learned the tongue. 

Col. Cody’s laughter was caused by a communication in sign language from Iron Tail 
at the other end of the table. Iron Tall signaled to his friend that the dinner came in jerks, 
and asked if it would be necessary to stay at the hotel all night and eat in order to get filled 
up. His signs were hardly noticed except by Col. Cody, and after the latter had explained 


things to him he silently finished his meal. 

Mr. Lewis introduced Col. Cody as the first speaker. Col. ,Cody said that while he was 
not recorded as such, lie is a graduate of Yale, a frontier gradbate, so to speak. He said 
that in 1870, while he was serving as chief of scouts of the Amerrc^n army, Gen. Sheridan told 
him to prepare an outfit and escort 50 Yale men, under Prof. Marsh, who were coming into 
that region for geological and fossil study. He accompanied them on the expedition, and he 
told of the journey from Ft. Laramie ^across the bad lands and into the Big Horn country. 

He told talks on forestry, mineralogy and the fact that at first the students dia not 


pay as much attention to the lecturers as they did to their desire to hunt and shoot. He said 
that the Indians would sit on their horses on the hills and watch the Yale men at work dig¬ 
ging up bones, and they named Prof. Marsh the bone-picker. Some of the leading men of 
‘America were'In That'#arty, anti-to-later years -when Prof. ‘Marsh visited the West, Ira - was 
still called, the bone-pickef by the Indians, who could not understand why he should dig fo£ 
them vfiien buffalo bones "Were scattered all over the prairie. --a— 

He said that yesterday’s race between Pennsylvania and Yale was the first intercol¬ 
legiate boat race that he had ever seen and he thanked the Yale men for their courtesy in 
asking him to be present. He said that it was getting along toward show time, and that 
he must leave for his tepee camp. He said that it was the first course dinner at which 
the Indians had ever sat, and he admonished them to be back at Hampden Park by 7:55 for 
Iron Tail must be on hand to get killed, for his work and as his part of the show. 

After Col. Cody left Iron Tail made a speech in the guttural accents of his native 
Sioux, Benjamin American Horse acting as interpreter. Iron Tail has been with Col. Cody 
18 years, and while he said he was more at home eating with his fingers, he handled the 
various dishes served at the hotel with skill. 

He said that he was glad to’ meet Yale college men and that he was going to tell 
about the old days when he was at war with the whites. He said that one morning as he was 
camped on Big Horn creek he heard a soldier’s buglq^ and later saw soldiers crossing the 
river. ’He got his war pony and with his braves fired upon the soldiers, who did not know 
they were near a camp of 1000 tepees and because there was war, Iron Tail and his men 
killed all the soldiers. 

Iron Tail said he did not know then as much as he did now, because since that time he 

had traveled all ‘ over the world and had seen lots of things and had learned much. He said 

he was sorry, he killed the soldiers. „• 1 < 

-n Then he told about the boat race. It was the first college boat race he had ever seen 
and he said that tfie crews didn’t go as fast as he thought they'ought to. He said that years 
ago when-buffalo were plenty they made canoes of buffalo hide. Irop Tail allowed that he 
wanted to' bring one of those canoes here and race the college boys and said he could beat 
them. His speech was closed with this remark by Behjamin, “That’s all we have to say,’’ 
and the Indians promptly returned to the annihilation of their dinner. 

Charles W. Bosworth was the last speaker of the evening, but as little time remained 
he limited his remarks to a brief reference to “Yale spirit.” The members of the 1903 class 
who were present last evening were as follows: Pierrepont B. Foster of New Haven, Conn.. 
James O. Putnam of New. York, Perley E. Barbour of Brockton, Paul F. Mann of New York, 
Thomas Hooker, Jr. of New Haven, Joseph Fairbanks of St., Johnsbury^JVT., and Dudley P. 
Lewis of Springfield. Messages had been received from about 150 other members of the class, 
and there were representatives present from several other classes. There were also present 
10 students of the local high school who are expecting to enter Yale this Fall. After the 
banquet the entire party adjourned to Hampden Park, where they viewed Buffalo Bill’s Wild 
-West show. - - 

1 [“The Springfield Union” and “The Springfield Republican,” May 14, 1911.] 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASU "ft EC. JUL 31. I9K 


WASHINGTON 




\ 


Hay 13* 1911. 




- Tjjjti W-ji 

D&&X jtTi 


Her* is aocia correspondence about 

tr* 

<r 

the nickel. It brings up the general sub- 

4 

Jeot of the designs of ooins. This will 
be an interesting matter to discuss with 
you at your convenience. Please consult 
with Hr. Andrew firs|t. He has given a good 
deal of thought to the matter and is greatly 


intereetedT in it? 


> Otar 

* 




Very sincerely yours. 



Hon. Qeorge E. Roberts, 

Director of the Hint. 


Enclosures 




3059 


o **• 
A. s 


REG: JUi .1911 


29 WABASH AVENLTE 


Hoy 4,_1911* 



A< little matter that seems to have 
been overlooked by all of yon is the oppor-^ 
tunity to beautify the design of the nickel 
or five cent piece during yonr administration, 
and it seems to me it would be a permanent , _ 
sonvenir of the most attractive sart • As peis- 
haps yon are aware, it is the only coin the— -_~=- — 
design dfwhich yon can change during—yotir 
administration, as I believe there 4 bn a law 
to^ the effect that the designs must not be 
changed oftener than every twenty years. I 
should think also it might he .the coin of 
which the greatest numbers are An circulation. 

1 V 

c 

The attached letter from Mr. Andrew 
explains the matter further and shows his 
interest in it, and I feel quite sure that 
the .present director of the Mint would also he 
inte reste d if he were atir red„up_ about-At. -He- —- 

is himself the possessor of a very rare and 
beautiful Greek coin. 


Affectionately yours. 



r 


r 




* 



Assistant Secretary 


Treasury Department 

Washington, 


’ 305x927 

REC. JUL. 3 i i 19JL 

J- 

a/t. 


May 2, Mil, 


Uy dear Eames: 

t * 

You are qui^e right - the nickel is the only coin which can be 


changed during this administration except by vote of~t)ongrese* The- present 
nickel was designed in 13S3 and therefore^has been subject to change since 


1908a The present designs for our silver coins were adopted in 1892, the 
gold coins in 1907 and 1908, and the bronze coins in 1909. When I was in 

4 

the Mint I was much interested in the plan of arranging fo^competition 

'•jy- • 

among medalists for an ideal set : of coins and had it in mind that if any- 

S * . „ • ’ 

~ & 

thing satisfactory resulted from it we could appeal to Congress to have 




them adopted, and I succeeded in getting Mr* Archer Huntington of the 

American Numismatic Society interested in the plan, but since i left the 

. , * 

* ~ ••f 

Mint the matter has been dropped and sd^far as I know nothing has been * 
done about it. I am glad you have recalled the matter of the nickel to 
my attention and I will take it up again with the Director of the Mint* 


/ 


Sincerely yours 






ji * JF* 


Eames MacVeagh, Esq., 

29 Wabash Avenue, 
Chicago, Ill* 
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December 6th, 1911. 


-7 * . 

Hon. John” FT. Landis, 

> Sivpe rintendent T *_< ^ _ * - - ^ v ~ 

Bi r i « 

Mr. Rigg of the Royal Mint, London sent a communication 
to this office asking for information on this subject namely, 
the alloy of niokal coins, and states that ha is preparing a 
statement of the nickel coinages of the World and that he 
wishes to classify them under the two heads, pure nickel and 

ni-o-k< al»b r on za .— _________: 

■ He states that he can get much of the desired information 
ffom the currency laws dealing with the question, b^t as some 

k - • ^ N _ 

of the reports are silent on the subject he has addressed 


letters to the following Mints, Paris, Berlin, Belgium, Copen- 

* 

hagen,. Vienna, Japan, pind Buenos Ayres, no doubt Mr. Rigg would 

gladly state the result of his inquiry. 

- . 

I enclose a statement furnished Mr*' Rigg his r%uest 

■l <5 fa 

made up from the coins in our cabinet a|d those coins fhat^were 
made at this Mint, those marked with an»asterisk we gaT* the 

O 5= ’ 

, — , CO 

composition the others" V? G CO VI ^ * 'v ■ ^ 


UJ 

r\ 


0.1 


seventy-five copper and twenty-fiv^ nickel. 

03 _ 

The only coins of Europe that I can give the cdfop^ition 


in cn 

• J UJ 

x —i 


\ 


& 

C i*o 

CO ZJZ 


N 


are those of Belgium and Bwitgerland. At the time I visited 

r • CD 

those countries Belgium was using the same alloy as bu^oi)(rn 



/ 

r - ' 




#2, 


zn co 
m d 


o , 

i •• r 11 

* ■ 5 ■ 

o 

; o i 

fu 


s^on&y-fiVe copper and twenty-five nickel, these coins had! => 

? - CO ' ;i w ' 

a y*ot*nd hole in the oeffiter. Switzerland was making a five a&d 

££ b ^ 

I— m -*"■*- 

teS centimes coin the as ours, 75 and 35 and a SO centimes 

CO ^ w~ I 

pJSbC pure nickel. You will see by the enclosed list that ray 

2~ O 3 

^ n ; • ■ 1 ; 

statement that m&riy countries are using nickel alloy or as 

cn ^ c * Jl 

^ —■> ' T ‘ • 

Uej: Mgs sialls it sniiskel-bronase is correct. I.rsgret that I 1, sun , 

-- -=■ - ■■ " - - ■ ^ . - - - - . 

not .able to fumlah the proportion"of tne composition usedjby 

i 

the various countries contained in the enclosed list. 

' - • s * • *. •.„ 

Hespeotfulty, 








* 


* 


#* 


T a ra r .mu bht 10 tuhvI 


V 


nr* 

to 


ffflTZSRLARD 

cr 

fEAJTCB 

*■» 

Italy 

3. 

Italy 


pm, NICKEL. 

<* 

30 centimes 

6s •* 


3' 



i « 

D 

:&5 oentisiini 

ni. 


—w 


ISOS 

1902 

^tooe— 


r-> 


GERMANY 

MEXICO 


«sa«^^es*»»^a^osft€sa:st^ ssss^Ksssx^stwssstssacasaostrssss^sascrrsa 

- . * 


35 Pfennig 
5 centavos 


1909 

1905 

f*»w> «««« *wi> * 

■ »■ <*»«* MW * 



GERMANY 
GERMANY 
SEHVIA 
ROMANIA 
DOMINICA 
CHILI 
~ HHSZTL' 

* PANAMA 

Columbia 

NICARAGUA 

SALVADOR)*! 

* COSTA RICA 
JAPAN 
JAMAICA 
INDIA 

* PHILIPPINE 


* UNITED STATES 


NICKEL - BRONZE. 

5 Pfennig 

10 *' 

„ * 

5 and 10 Kapa 

5 and 10 Bani 
2| and 5 centavos 
_ 5 and 10 centavos 
~ 100 - 300 Reis 

t 

Mad.io and Medio 
2% and 5 centavos 
5 centavos 


1^ and 5 centavos 
5 and 10 * 


5 Sen 


1903 

1903 

1904 

1905 
1877 

* 1871 
1BB9 
1907 
1886 
1896 
1889 


A 




-*vr 


Issued by C. R. Railway, 


Half penny, penny & farthing 1903 


BELGIUM 


1 anfta 
centavos 
5 cents 

5 and 10 centimes 


1908 

1910 

1910 

1904 




ct i * 


,a3 Rusojomi io .ok 



V * 


308440 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 

Superintendents Office, 



The Director of the Mint* 

Washington, D. <3? ^ ^ 

Sir: 

In reply to your letter of the 24th instant, 

rf 

in reference to House Bill 14042, which provides for 

4 

a coin of the value of thre%-oe^t3, to be made of 95/? 
aluminum and 5# <^ser and to weigh 24 grain 3 , I be- to 
v inform you that in accordance with your request I have 

. ■ %» »'.'— r —- - - — - -* .* » ^ ^ ~Sj. - *. m - T~tn -‘ifiTTr - ii qV-- - ■ i j i i "ff*** 1 nmrri*! -. 

confarrod with tha operative officers on" the - matter and 
there seems to be very little I can leam of such a coin. 

24 grains of the alloy uientioned would make a coin of the 

size of the present five—cent nickel piece. By increasing^ 

the thickness the coin could be made smaller in*diameter 

or vice versa. In 1896 experiments were made in this - 

s 

mint with pure aluminum and-alloys containing 97 and 98^ 

* 

aluminum. All of these were found to be too 3 oft and 
clogged the di93. It is not thought that the further addi¬ 
tion of 2 % of copper will very much change the qualities 

of the alloy. About 1860 the French‘Government 3truck a 

* 

number of aluminum coins containing 4* of copper. This 
coinage was not continued. 



Z0% if 4 




(3) 

Af t 9 r diligen t-search-md—i»^^ 


nothing relative to the condemnation of aluminum 

* + 

coin3 from a medical standpoint. 

✓ ^ 

N r ; 

The market quotations for aluminum are .1825^ 

: r 

per pound in ton lots. 

9 

Respectfully, ✓ 





Sup e rin tend eht;. 


- 


-IK * - 


✓ 


' >1»- 


X 


V 


3o 


ttfi UMi 


fiv At mMt 

typi* / 

Mafch 13, 1912, ‘ 

■ i . > 

- ' ; 

/ ~ 1 

Bureau of tfW mj. 

UtC.MAi, M 19 1 '■ i 

. .. “ ___J 


The director ^f^he4Unt^ 

Washington, D*C. 


Sir: 


In reply to your latter of the 7th instant, 


in further reference to the proposed new 3$£ piece, 

I teg to say that owing ta our very^limited lexperi-^ 
ments with aluminum, I have nothing further to add 
Ao jayJjLtt f x^ljratoary-^rth^^o” not» however^ 
conaider aluminum a suitable metal for coins and I 
would recommend that the new coin be composed of 75 
per cent copper and 25$ nickel* 

Bospectfully, / 


Superintendent* 










4 IJf 


_ ^^Z^' as ~ S * St X&^^ 

3o% 


Th& Mjnt of the United Statue at Philadelphia, 

0UfHERINTINDCNT , i OWICtf, 

- Ma rch 28, 1912» _ 


Bureau of th» mint. 
R£C, £AB £9 \912 


The Director of the Mint, 
- --Wash ingtony- —- 

Sirs 


In reply to your letter of the 27th instant, asking 

that we try the aluminum-nickel composition under a die, I 

0 

"begrto^say^hair as . all experimental'dies- andUhubs, have been 
deetroyed we have nothing on hand from which we could strike 


these experimental pieces. If it is your desire that we shall 
make an experimental coinage die for this work I would respect^ 
fully request the necessary authority, and also, in conforn$ty 


with Article 15, Section 11, that you state the number of pieces 

4. ; . \ - v 

" * \, 

you desire us to strike and such instructions as you ipay see fit 

* 

to give us with reference to design and size. 

** 

Respectfully, 



Sup o rint ancient • 





l> 


3o 


/:■ 


tom MW w THE UNITS# 3TfT§E AT 

• * *- »* s i •-' < ,» * ;*; *, ft ,0 ' ^ 'i <> 


f yr«i!>ww** , « orf«. 


March 29, 1912. 


Bureau of the mint. 
REC< !v1 Art fcO 1912, 


'"he "Tirector of ~the ^int, 
Washington, D. C* 


>ir: 


In accordance with the requost contained in 




your letter of the 26th instant I hag to enclose he: 
with specimen* of blank* of difFereit d axBeter^sand 



thjicknessei conforming to the conditi^e of Congress¬ 


man l?uikley 1 a Bil 1. 


aespeet fully* 


V 



Superintendent* 



3o 


Thi Mint op TM^WniTep States at Philadelphia, 

♦ 

8Uf>KRIJNTCNDENTt OeRICC, 

April 4, 1912. 




\ Bureau of the min* 1 
iREC.’Wii 5/mi 

LmA.. f - -- 


The Director of the Mint, 

Washington, D. C 


Sir: 


In accordance with your request when at the 


„ ' I 

mint on the first instant I bag to forward herewith 
-sampies of -3,-cent, blames made from our standard nickel 

' V - -»*►- S*. —- 3 » 


1 x-\ 


\ 




alloy. 

The plain blanks.,-a-re of the diameter selected 
by you, .793". Some of the plain blanks nave been 
milled and others reeded.' l I send^blanks with two 
sizes of hole; the smaller, 3/16", is the one select¬ 
ed by you, but the larger, 7/32", is one we think would 

r \ 

work more satisfactorily as the weak part of the punch 
will be the portion that cuts out the center hole and 

*• v ■ 

the greater the diameter here, the less risk of break— 




age, 


Respectfully, 


\ 


(Encs.) 



Superintendent 



The Mint of the United Spates at Philadelphia, 

Superintendents Office, 

April 12, 1913. 


B',. ‘ auoi the mint, 
RtC.-nrii 13 1912 


The ui root or of the WiTjt, 
Washington, B. C. 

Sir: 


s. 

As requested i^ your letter of the 10th instant 
J enclose herewith samples of perforated blanks with 
diameters of .370 and # 750 of an inch, composed of standard 


r 

nickel alloy. 


Respectfully, 



Supe rin ten dent. 


The Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 

8UPERINnj£NOeKT* Oppice, 

4 ^ 

April 13, 1912* 


The Director of the ?*fint, 
Washington, C. 


Sir: 

- . 1 beg to acknowledge‘receipt by express today of a 

package containing r* Gray slot Machine of the? f.y;e used by 
the Bell Telephone Company, as mentioned in your letter of 

* > ' g, t ^ 

, * j *- -y> *9' 

the 12th instant. I communicated by telephone with the 
Keystone Telephone Company in this city and they informed 
me that they used the G-ray slot machine add also one known 

is 

as the Baird machine, a sample of which they sent to the mint. 

/ 

The Bell Telephone Company, i" this city, abated that 

the principal machine used by them is the G-ray machine, hut k 

* - 
they also had in use two other types, specimens of which they 

sent to the mint for trial* * 

I also telephoned the Horn and Hardardt Baking Company, 

proprietors of the Autoinat lunch houses in this city* 

We find that the diameter of the coin seems to be the 

only essential part ip the working of these machines, although 

some of the companies claim that the thickness also plays 4ome 

i v 

part in the working* Our experiments, however, seem to negative 

of </ 

this. After a trial/blanks of a large variety of diameters be¬ 
tween the one cent and the. quarter dollar in the different types 


2161 i£l HdV *03H I 
•juiui am jo newng 



(2) 


a • * 

of Boll arid Keystone telephones, we find that the only pieces 

« 

which do not conflict with existing coins and which will not 

. * 

work in these machines are the followings 

Lj^rst, the piece .375* in diameter, weight 50. 35 grains, 
which is nearly as large as the quarter dollar. This piece i3 
too large for the five cent slot and passes through the twenty- 
five cent slot without ringing the boll. 

Second, the piece. 370* in diameter and l/32 larger than 

the nickel five cent piece. This i3 too large to enter the five 

* / ^ 

• " •<. - —I — 

cent slot. 

* 

Third, the piece .750* in diameter, the same size as-the 

L> 

one cent bronze piece* Thia-piece falls through the five cent 

n :: ’- - * ' — ‘ . v 

slot and loes not ring the bell. 


The last two mentioned pieces weigh 60grains each and 

\ 

specimens were forwarded to you yesterday by registered mail. 
Samples of the first mentioned piece v/ere sent you 3 oras time 


ago. 


"*o find that the piece a trifle 3malleV^tha^ the five cent 


"ickel piece will rin^ the bell. 

Of thes3 three pieces mentioned above, not one will work 

the machine. The two larger are too large to enter the nickel 

* 

slot and too small to ring the quarter dollar 3 lot. The small 
size is too small to ring the five cent slot. 

The conclusion we have arrived at is that the coin must be 

t > 

of the one c^nt 3izo, or top large or too thick to enter the five 
cent slot. " 1 ‘ . 


Hasp set full y, 




Act Jng. Sup o rint endent. 


i 



Dear Mr. Roberts 

* Replying to your inquiry 'by telephone today 
I enclose Philippine Half-cent and samples of 
nickel pieces same size. The dimensions etc. you 
- will find marked oh enclosed^enweltope. Will 
ascertain Monday if this piece will ring the One „ 
Cent slot machines. Places are closed this after¬ 
noon. 



* 


Enclosure 


- wr • 




v'f r^*;*f 


3*> $V¥y 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 

Coiner's Office, 

April 23, 1912. 


■ Pnrf^u of th» ‘<■■.< 1 ' ] 
hh :.:. •• 23 '^ n i 

-^Hon. Oso. E. Roberta, * ; ' 1 

** * Director .of the Hint, 

Washington, D. C. - 
0 

Dear Hr .^Roberta? 

t » 

> 

Your letter of the 20th- instant 

/ 

referring to Mr, Riggs letter in which he 3ays he 
sent a number of blanks and finished coins of dif¬ 
ferent shapes, was received* Replying to the same 
I would say that I sent you these coins and blanks 
with Mr* Riggs letter, • I Jby^wever retained on© piece 

H ’ * : V ' ' 

of each, and enclose you a coin and blank of the square 

T* 

and round cornered shapes as requested. In addition to 
the abo-ve I am sending you a few blanks .700 diameter, 
size of Philippine half cent. The alloy is 75$ copper 
and 25^ nickel,_-and the weight is 42.50. These pieces 
cah be either scalloped, or mad? square and round cor¬ 
nered, Can also be made a little thinner and of course 
will weigh less. I think a scalloped piece about this 

O’ 

size wou^d make a very pretty coin. The square piece 

with round comers would be easy to work. 

As soon as the manufacturer sends in the 
one cent slot machine.I will give you the result. In 
case the enclosed size rings the one cent slot machine 
I have made two pieces slightly smaller, one .600 and 
..the other ,650. 

Very truly ybure, 




3o 


The Mint of -the United States at Philadelphia, 

i 

Superintendents Office, 

April 23, 1912 N 


/ 


S': 


V ^ - 


t t i 
O’ < 


The Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D # C. 

Sir: 


I beg to inform you that 1 have forwarded today 
by TJ. S, Express the Bell Telephone 3lot machine, sent 
to this office for experiment on the 3-csnt coin. 

Respectfully, , 




Acting Superintendent 


♦ 




B/C, #15370 enc. 





- 7 
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grtBSTPr^v' T t*'**'- 


3<r^ryY 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 


Coiner’S Office, 


April 23, 1912. 


Hon. Geo. H. Hobarts, AS 

Director of the Mint, 

Washington, D. 0 

♦ ■*■ 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 


t enclose yottx a few blanks that we tried in 


the one cent slot machine, none of which will work t:ie mach¬ 


ine. The piece in envelope^ marke 1 No. 1, is too thick and 
the piece in No. 2, (Mexican cent) is too large in diameter 

to enter the slot. The other pieces in envelopes 3 and 4 

/ 

will enter but will not operate the machine. The piece in 

✓ -- 

Ho. 3 envelope i 3 the 3ame sise a 3 the Philippine half-cent 
.700 ani the niece in No. 4 envelope is slightly smaller 
bein? .650 in diameter. Hither would be a nice else for a 
coin. I also enclose..you.,a.Jfew. .s.Qu.are.,pi.. 0 ces with round 
corners. Thev will not rinp; the one cent slot machine. 


*** 


The Mint op the UtfitEO States at Philadelphia, 

fiuAERINTEto^Nrft OPKWt, 

April 23, 1912, 




hr /r 'U G* f' 

• RFC , J 

> \ ;. rt t < « • • » i 4 


* r -> ••• 


The Director of the Mint-, 
Washington, D.0. 


—Sir: 


In reply to your letter of the 20th instant 


I beg to inform you that we have no uncurrent- one- 

con t bronse pieces on hand and therefore cannot for*- 

/ 

ward any of thesb coins in bad condition* 

Mr. Barber informs me that he can give you no 
information in reference to the action of foreign 
countries in changing from bronze to nickel alloy. 

Pespe ct fully, 




■Acting Superintendent. 


- $0 $ ' ' 

Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 

\ 

Superintendents Office, 

. \ 

. ^ April 26, 1912. 

«* 



The Diroctor of the Mint, 

Washington, B. C, k 

Sirs 

'7 

Since preparing the . 650 and . 700 diameter* blanks, 
mentioned in my letter of thi3 morning, neither of which 

will operate the one and ten cent slot machines, we find 

•* , 

the Bill provides for a piece Jte weigh 30 grains and have 

prepared the enclosed Blanks- one .625 in diameter, weigh- ^ 

- ing 33 grains and .600 diameter, weighing 30 grains a3 pro¬ 
vided for in the Bill. These pieces will enter the slot 

machines But will not operate them. We find a piece above 

.625 to the size of a dime wild, oporate a dine slot machine. 




> 


3$ X if-il <? 


\ 


\ * 



\ 


% 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 

Superintendents Office, 

April 26, 1112. ~- 


i 




* 






The Director of th^Mint* 
Washington, D.O. 


V 


Sir; 


\ - 


In accordance with your suggestion in letter of the 


24th instant I am enclosing herewith additional experimental 

4 , . s 

blank*- five samples of the small piece, .$50 in diameter, 

* 

weight 53 grains and five samples the size of the Philippine 
half-sent, . 700 in diameter, weight 60 grains, standard nickel 
alloy. Neither of these blanks will operate the one or ten 
slot machines, b^th being too thick to enter. The square piece 
with round comers, sent- you a few days ago, ii made thie thick¬ 
ness, will not operate the one or ten cent slot machines. This 
same size and thickness, scalloped., will not operate the one or 
ten cent slot machines* 


In reference to your inquiry of April 22d, as to whether 


the propose^ 3-cent piece would have, to go through 'the'punching 

s 

s 

machine an extra time in order to make the hole in the center, 

I beg to say the whole thing is done with one stroke when the 

• , i 

piece is cut out* 

As 3tated in my letter of April 23d >we have no one-cent 

pieces returned for redemption on hand. They have all bd^n 

* 

melted* 


Respectfully 





Superintendent* 



f * 

<skl*—*.. 




FrS^rtp-: .:' .■ C' r i 


. * -ir; \'> s \[ ’T* ’ V v '’“', 4 * ’* 

- 4 ' r ‘~* — V — 4 '”’ -- * 
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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 



Superintendents' Office, 

^ April 30, 1912. . 

r "* “ . . ~ 

... • tr' 

i r i 

r 

A' 


I-' 




. The, Director of the Mint, 

Washington, D.C, 

A? . 

Sir: 

9 > 

• As requested in your letter of thev 27th instant I have 

\ forwarded by registered mail today three varieties of blanks 

\ ® * s 

\(milled), one . 625 diameter,.048 thick, weight 33 grains, another, 

\ & 

same diameter, .053 thick, weight 37 grains, and still another 

\ 

' 

sample of the same diameter, .055 thick, weight 38 grains. *7e „ 

. » 

think the most suitable piece would be the . C25 liameter, weight 

\ 

33 grains. This could be reduced to 30 grains and would still be 
thick enough to protect the dies in operation. By making the, legal 
weight of the half-cent 30 grains, the one-cant 48 grains (the present 
weight) and the proposed thro>-cent piece 60 grains, the weight of a 

s? 

dollar in half-cent and one-cent pieces, and of three dollars in 
.three^eent pieces would be^asy of calculation, coming out even 




sari -tic i •> tt £ 3- o 


and doing away with fractions, w^ich is very desirable, 

VT -r nix -x x*x»- Br * -A <f<a:ETxr*rr err JI ■* miar »t <w at ■* a e* <« ■ ♦’ ' •*** c 3 c *T«rn* u ^ 

"'We know' of no provision in the law which regulates the 
diameters of any of our coins, the weight and fineness only' being 
fixed by the statutes. Mr. Barber and Mr. TSckfaldt concur in this 
opinion, a letter from, the former being enclosed. 



(8nc.) 


Superintendent* 








V 





OFFICE OF ENGRAVER 


TRE AS UR'/DE PARTM ENT 

mint of the united states 
Philadelphia. Pa. 

April 30,1912, 


r;: 


JHon. John H. Landis 9 

Super! nt andant• 

Sir:- 


■‘iif ^»1 


* >..•! 1 


■T * ("% 

i ‘ ; , 


iar- 


I know of no case where the diameter i s ment ioned i n th e 
act authorizing the coinage of a new ooin, weight and fineness k 
is only stated, the diameter being a detail for the engraver, 
with the approval of the Director to sbttle. The Director may 
remember this to have been the case when the weight and fine¬ 
ness of the Philippine coins was ohanged. The only reference 
to diameters of coins is in the act of Sept 26, 1890, Sec 3510 
and that applies only after the\ diameter has been once deter¬ 
mined. \ . 

As we are invited to-express ourselves/regarding our feel¬ 
ing towards the varibus irregular shapes suggested for the new 
coin/T. venture to say. that I do not approve of any of them, to 
my min'd "there is only one shape for a coin, that is round, any¬ 
thing else^appearB to me degrading as it is following the coin¬ 
age bfsemi civilized people. , with one exception namely, 
Belgium, while on^ the other "hand I have before me the feport of 
the British Mint wherein is displayed several coins with holes 
in the centre, one ffom Bast Africa and another from West Africa 
and another from Uganda, another example in the same directiph 
is -the scalloped coin made for the Sooli-es-of India- and a. aqua 


iff fc 


/ 




estabfish- 


I fail to find any advantage itt departing from the 
ed form adopted by all highly oultured iiations, it would oe no 
aid to our people, as from infanoy-they mtVe learned, the coins of 
their country and to the stranger it would be nd help as he would 
have to find the denomination upon the coin, as a hole or irregular 
form is no indication of the value. The question theu is who would 
it serve, the blind or nearly so, ai\d this does not appear to me 
to be sufficient reason for the innovation. 

- 1 *-» 

I have examined the plaaohet* prepared by the Coiner Tor the 
half cent coin, diameter .525 and about 33 grains.in weight and 
.048 thickness. I think the weight might bb reduced to 30 grains 
and.would still be thick enough to coin,Without difficulty and 
would yet be in good proportion. ‘ | .. ," . 

' Respectfully, 


B/b. 



ENGRAVER. 


•SAA+l tk'tC' ‘>5 










The NliNt of the United States at Philadelphia^ 

Superintendents Office, * 

v ' May 9, 1912. 


Tha Director of the Mint, 

Washington, D. C. 

Sir: - ~ -s 

- ♦ 

As requested in your latter of tha 7th instant I bag to 

enclose herewith ton perforated experimental blanks diameter 
.870, thickness .048, weight 60 grains, l/32 larger than the 
5-cent piece, also ten blanks diameter .600, thickness .045, 
weight 30 grains. In addition to the two sizes above requested 
by ypu, I also enclose ton blanks diameter *625, thickness .043, 

4 

weight 30 grains. All these blanks are of standard nickel alloy. 

In reading over in the Congressional Record, the bill as ’ 
passed by the House, l find that no provision is made for using 
the old bronze alloy (95^ copper and 5*f tin and zinc) in trie one 
and two cent pieces now in circulation when they are returned as 

A 

uncurrent. As you will remember, we made a lot of experimental 
blanks, samples of which wars forwarded to the Bureau August 22, . 
1911, using the standard bronze alloy in place of copper in making 
standard nickel alloy. This alloy was found to work satisfactorily 
up to the point of coining, but we were never authorized to strike 
any coins in this metal. 

Section 3 of the Act reads "That from and after the passage 

fc* — 

* 

of this Act all 1-cent pieces coined at the mints of the dhited 
States shall ***** * * be composed of 75 per cent copper and 



ft 


fb o <f L (. 


# 6 

>- ' « . 

f 

. » \ * 

i i 

- ^ ( 2 ) 

\ 

25 per cent nickel. * If this should past the present Congress 
whht are we to do with over 4,000,000 'Ounces%f bronxe ingots 
which we have piled^ up for this year 1 * coinage of one cent pieces? 

It will be impossible for us to make sufficient nickel ingots to coin 

? 

the number of one cent pieces reqjiired^to supply the usual demand 
and the change in this coin will probably increase \this demand. 

Would it not be better if the change^ of the alloy of the one cent 



% * A 



*.4 <C 


„ -«• \ <c * «v 
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~ ■ T 

The Mint of The United States at Philadelphia, 

' Superintendents Office* 

May 21, 1912. 


• \V/. 


/ 




1 


The director of the Mint, 
Washington ^ D. 0. ■ 

Sirs 


/ 


As requested in your letter of tha 18th instant 

/ . 

I bag to anoloaa twelve milled blanks .875 in diameter, 
♦ 047 thickness, weighing 60 grains, also twelve milled 

-blanksdiameter .*,635*.. thickness . 043 4 weight 30 grains, 

... ^ 

These blanks are composed of an alloy of 75^ copper and 


25$ nickel. 


(Sties.) 


Respectful1^* 



Superin tendent* 


i 


\ 


/ 


v 




t -' ., ! -!..; > T f JV~‘‘ “**•< ,\ r \'' ', • : - J * < f >- ■» - >■ - s * ’ 
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\S 


THE MINT OF THE. UNITED STATES AT PHILADELPHIA, 

/ 

Superintendents Office, 

r '• « ’ 

May 37, 19U. . 


o 

»■ . ^- y 

The Director of the Mint, 

~ ~Tashington, D. C, * 

Sir: 

As re^ue ited' in your letter- of the 24th .instant I beg to 

* 

enclose herewith twelve perforated nickel bdarks, diameter . 379, 
thickness .045, weight 60 grains^ Also twelve perforated blanks 

i • 

diameter .885, thickness .046, weight 60 grains. The first is 

% . ' 

,044 larger than the 5-oont piece, and the second .050 larger than 


the 5-cent piece. 


Respectfully, 





Acting Superintendent. 


(fees.) 


- 


\ 


/ * 


V 



OFFICE OF 

DIRECTOR OF THE MINT 

IN REPLYING QUOTE INITIALS ■ 


(COPY) 




TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


WASHINGTON 


May 28, 1912. 


Mr. Frank B*. .Kennedy, Secretary, ; . 

Recording Register and Fare-Box Co*,. 

New Hav^n, Conn* 

' . ! 

’ - e» ^ 

Sir: 

Your letterfaddressed to the Acting Secretary of the 
Treasury hao^/beon referred to this Bureau* Permit me to en¬ 


quire whether your machines will handle the enclosed sample 

piece, the diameter of which is nearly midway between the 

* 

fivaccent piece .and the quarter* 

Replying to your request for information on the subject, 

I would say that the House Bill providing for the new-colne^ ie 

0 r 

* 

now in the Senate Committee on Finance* No aciion/4>y the Committee 


has yet been taken* 

\ ' 


Respectfully, 


(Signed) Geo* £• Roberts } 




Director of thelilint* 


Enclosure* 


3o5^V 4 



ROYAL MINT, 


LONDON, E 


29th. May; 1912. 




S i r , 


Bureau of th« mint 
REC. IUN 6 1912 


With reference to your letter of the 16tli. 


March and enclosure, I have only just been able to 
* 

get the copy of the "Fcononiste Europeen" of the A Oth 
March 1911. From this it appears that the coinage 

system set nut in the enclosure is taken from a letter 

✓ 

which appeared in the "Financial Times" of London. 

The waiter had in viev/ the eventual introduction- of 
the decimal system int' the coinage of the United * 
Kingdom, and attempted to show that the amalgamation 
of the decimal with our existing system c^uid be¬ 
ef fee ted with-uit difficulty. 

I need hardly say that the writer appears 
to be‘ v unc'vnscious of the practical difficulties which 
, lie in the way. of his proposal. 

There is of course no idea of altering our 
pie sent system, end had the prefatory part of the 

• r 

t extract 


Geo. E. Roberts, Esq. 










-extpa^'t-.-'been'given in the translation which, you. enclosed 

* » * 

I need not’ have delayed in replying, as I would have 
seen that it was nerely one of" the numerous suggestions 

v 

yj 1 cl ich Soring from the brains of* taose who axe not 

.. . - t “ 

convei'sant with, the practical Bide of currency. 

The aluminium which we used fox' the African 

Subsidiary coins was of 9aluminium and jcopper, 

snd produced an excellent herd metal, which coined 
* 4 1 
with great ease and -without any of the difficulty 

you mention. It was, however, unsuitable for use in 

Africa, owing to other causes, and nickel-bronze was 

(i 

? 

substituted for' the coins in question. Ih any event 
aluminium would • in my Judgment he^ uiisuitabie,__pw,i-*g 
to its extreme lightness,'for use in this country. 


I am. Sir, 


/ 


Yours very faithfully. 



\LVcCV%V ^.Uvww * V\iV 













J. M. HOLMES, 
ALBERT BLAIR, 
KENT KOERNER, 



) 


\ 


I— I ^ 



Law offices. 


o * 


OF 


Holmes, Blair ai*o Koerner, 

PTER C"E B U I L D I N G , 

ST. LOUIS. - X 




St.'Louis, July 8, ,1912 


Honorable Secretary of the Treasury, 
Washington, 33. Oe 



Ure'in ol u - 

REG, J : JL 30 "312 




Sir:— 

- \ - ' 

. S. , 

£*xom the enclosed copy of letter you will see that I 
am engaged, ih the perfecting oif a device that will prevent the use 
of-slugs of all description to purchase a comiectioir with‘the 
Bell Telephone Cbppany. I have a method hy which I can exclude 
smooth nickels and.only permit nickels to go into the hox that 
' have the 'embossing of a genuine nickel* The objection to the 
test of the embossing on a nickel is that the-user of a smooth 
nickel is entitled to • communication as well as the person with 
a nickel that is'embossed. In all the tons of slugs the Bell 
Telephone Company find in their Toll Boxes, I Have noo been able 
to find a blank nickel, like blank brass, etc., and I have ^ . 

come to the conclusion that the probability is that the material 

of which nickels are made is too expensive and too hard to get. 

•> \ • 

I desite tills informatioh" from you, if you please: 

*TCh a t does it cost the Government to stamp out the blanks for 
five cent nickels? • Is there any prohibition under the law for 
any one’ to stamp out blanks of the same thickness Of pure nickel? 
Is there any prohibition under the law for manufacturers of rolled 
nickel to supply any one else but your Treasury Department? 

Thanklng\you in advance, I remain, 

^ Respectfully yours, 


Leo Ehrlich, 

Care Hotel Beers, 1 ■ * 

?Grand Ave.& Olive Street, 
St.Louis,Missouri. 


Enclosure. 






* 




(COPY). 


Hew York,. 20 . 1912-, 

June 5 —47868 


i£r* Leo Ehrlich, 

\ 

- c/o EoteJ Beers, 


St.Louis, Missouric 

« \ 

Lear Sir:- , x 

\ 

--- * . I Lave your letter of ^une 5th with reference to your 

cash register and slug detector invh^itions ,for coin boxes. In 

reply I would say that this company is^always glad to investigate 

. \ 

any devices which may improve the telephone service and if you will 

* ' 

, \ 

* \ 

send me a complete description'of your -invent ib^s and any 

, * t 

patent specifications or models you may have we will be glad^ 

; ’ . .* / 
to examine them and advise you later as to our conclusions in 


the matter. 


Yours truly.. 


(Signed) J. J. Garty, 

Cfyief Engineer, 

American Telephone and 
Telegraph Company. 




B \' rc i'f 

Rh . 


►- • h«. 
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fy¥f 

The Recording Register and Fare Box Company 


(INCORPORATED) 




Cl’ 


FARE REGISTERS, FARE BOXES AND RAILWAY SUPPLIES 

NEW HAVEN, CONN. , 


- P. O. Bor* 1228 
128 WINCHESTER AVENUE 


N 



Horn# 3tar«tary of tho Troaamry t 

¥ 

Washington, E. C. . 


8ur t * ,:| ihf fiunt, 

fi£C. . • H 1912 

July 10, 1912, 




/ 


V* understand fro* the Wellington newspapers and other 
-ees that yon at* oonaidering ohaaging the ..five sent ooln 
and we earnestly proteft against this oentinned agitation regard* 
ing United States coins. Zhs senseless A bill reeently pasted hy 

the House and new before the Senate ha* nearly ruined our buei- 

> 

ness and this continued agitation will finally drive us and many- 
other a into hankruptoy unless the ease is diseentinaed immediately. 

Ie therefore rsspeetfully and earnestly protest. 

Sincerely yours, 

HEX KKC0BDIB5 HSGI3X5R & TASK BOX GOMPAEY. 

PBK/AOH 


/ 



**•*•«* 

SXCBMABT. 








mM>?p (£k>m/ 


mmme^ 


C H.BIRDSALL, President. 
WP BUTLER.Y. President. 
WD.C STREET,Secretary. 
•J W.PRAXKJrcdsufcj 1 , 
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tSt6eit''tJ0rtfc 'July loth, 1912 
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Bureau of the mint t 
REG, JUL 11 1912 




Direc tor of the Mint 


U. S. Treasury Department 


Washington, D . 0. 

Dear Sir:~ 

He have noticed a newspaper report that a change 

•% ' • 

in design of the present five-cent piece is tp be made 

by the treasury Department * Will you kindly advise 

\ 

v 

us whether this provides for any change in the diameter, ; 

* y '■ 

thickness or form of the present five-cent coin and greatly 


oblige, 


Respectfully youlrs 

A 

Johnson coin Count 





per— 


President 


\ 


c 


chb/md 


































«. S 1 ' ^ 


? J 0 & i£-(f <7 




■ i 


• 4 - 2 >— "' 


•h*?**— 


2 ^.- 
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AOy 12* 1912* 




sto* Orville s* hate# . ( 

the itaaatay-iQth & Has Sts*-, 

staiadeipfclaf 

0 * 

Dear MedSas .t/ 

“'"'-35^"gsrwBt appeal- In ‘behalf o fHffie iftreaeat dj^pleoo has 

b e en rooelvod. I quite egroo with you that if m- 

V 

, ■ • — .... . ' •»*--— •— ■■ * •>■ » 

t*e^ «fe»-aw? jlfloe ohouid tie at .toast mt^-mtto m the ©14 one 

» 

but is this’ BO vary difficult? A -coin to. he artistic should he Bug- 

... .. .” X 

inttn «ad.i» a eras acnee ohO«wtoristle ’ of ' the oountry to sfcioh it ‘ 
belongs. Chat oannot ho said of the prkeent 5^ piece. The Buffalo 
aM the Indian are both peculiar to the United States, Identified to¬ 
gether with its ,-stft and worthy of suah akisffl^riad oo an artistic 
coin would ho. ' Cho jjerit of the idea lrould assn to dopond upon the 
^ability of the artist to giro us something distinctive, plowing and 

w> , . .- ..in/ 

of really notional significance* Hothlng has heerudetonatned t®On 

o 

hut If such a* result should he achieved me should count confidently 


upon your approval* 


BOBiooctfUlly, 


. '3> 

' v 




tary* 




•*.‘V.. fg y*- 




" 3 Q S Lt t.® ^ 


^ePejftAane < ^07i / ttecCuyns 


di 


< p£aP/e S&itcfoeil, "'^cnnwtoc'’ 
£& @L *$. mZtKte S/A> Sdcti&n, • 
J&dh* VP ''/f'cstevn tf/iitcvi 


tyVowP/i S^ne^tcwri Sw/i&ig, wovn/wvny*, 

%*el, c d£da/&', ‘ S$/oy±, 8 ^ Cl *7 • 0^*/ / 

.*&* %^TZL. due* ^ 2£tforfy, yt. . _, 

' Wood , $U VP J ' .+ y 

PSfrujitel&ngp. 0+ocete«L VP t_yjf€t(P <iSfor6, J\ 




July 12 th a 1912* 

..T?7...7..?r......#.. 


jPureau ot the- r^' ! ^ • 

I fi£C, '- 1 -‘- ■ ~ J ..lA 


Mr”. George E. Roberts, 


Director of the Mint, 

. - • ‘ ^ V 

Treasury Department, 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir; 


Replying to your letter of the 11th instant, would say 

that SILVER quakes ALUMINUM hard and 'brittle. 

fhat has been done is to remove this brittleness, - as 

this is a subject of a Patent now under way in-the Patent Office 
(five claims out of six allowed) we cannot disclose how it is dons 
and can only say it is mainly one hundred parts ALUMINUM and fifteen 


SILVER - the rest is so extremely small as not to count in a practical 

\ 


06X186 • It i0 81 0808 6f ICXIOW ilOW« 


_•_ Answer to your question, why is it better than HICKBL 

and ALUMINUM?, 60 ALUMINUM and S O NICKEL will turn into oxides in 
60 days about. With so small a portion as 3 % HICKBL it will turn 
black in two years, even if packed away in cotton*. ARCENTAL used 


under the hard conditions of ooins will remain bright forever. 


/ 

TRY NITRIC ACID OH IT. 


i 

75JC COPPER, 28jl NICKEL, 5 cent pieces are too heavy. 
ARGBNTAL can be made much harder than samples sent, which 

l 

however will outwear any coin in use. 


As to expense* it costs *1>4 per lb. avoirdupois for 







S$c&l*eSL, “d/ctm crtoc' 
S$, ^ ^ioade^SlA $dclum. 

n ff / e*tcr?i %ne&n 


evicwrt SfeMvna, ^owifvcvny,, 

,420 £/fc. 

\ t^ew* tyhdi, . 




la, tYteta^k sYY&ui, 
sYcu/i, ^&ays. < @t*na, 

&1U/1 r 'fkto<{, i^k^»', {)</ V , 
&liUq*t&£i£iup ^umsum ^ ^YanAataw 


Ur.George E.Roberts,p.2,July 12,1912. 


material before making / which is so much the better, for the coin* 
have a more real value. . 7 

A NEW COIN, aa we aee it, should be distinct from 
those in use, and should have. 1st, LIGHTNE8B, 2d, WEAR, 3d, WHITENESS, 
4th, toREHAIN BRIGHT under all conditions, such\as sea water, 
sulphur from gas, human hands, acids from fruits, and many other 
things, 6th, BONE INTRINSIC VALUE, 6th, for many years CANNOT BE 
COUNTERFEITED, as the secret how it is made is beyond analysis, 

?th, it is ABSOLUTELY N0H-PGI8GN0U8, contains no copper, 8th, because 




si 


it STANDS EXCESSIVE WEAR, 9th, IT IS BETTER IN MANY WAYS THAN PURE 

♦ s 

SILVER - or silver and copper -, loth, because PRICE and VOLUME ARE 
AS FOUR io ONE, that is say a lb. of ARGENTAL trill make four times 
as many coins, or other articles, as silver, copper, nickel, etc. 

V * 

~ __ _ Kindly advise us as to your future requirements and 




oblige 


Yours very truly. 



< 









$ 
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t 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 

5 > 


/ 


i K 


I tut re 3 u i/' <!■ 

fREU.J.L : 




—a a a wa nes 



'1 

\ 




■sJ 


J 


J*Oy |8, 1912. 


Dear Sr. Moore: 


*1 feat* md y«tp letter of AUy 
_ 15th with wtich interest; ’and will send It to 

Hon. George s. Bofcerta, Director of the Klnt. 

‘ - , 

who* ,with m 9 i« ••peoiaily interested In the 

y a, 

/ 

, % 

new fi-re-cent coin. 

s •> • 

1 am glad that yon, *W %*an anther* 

$ 

ity* approve of the ■ general feature* of the 

design of thepropoeed nee flve-oent piece. The 

—" 

design, at present favored, has Doth the Mnffelo 
and the Indian. fhe design le in the hand* 
of Ur. J. w. Fraser; whom many think — wines 
Saint Gaodeni died — le the greatSatmetalirt, 
and certainly one of the leading awdaHeta of 

A .' 

- «** tins. He 1* profotmdly lnterestad In. the 

> * A 

question; and there’will he no dOutt as to the 



THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 


ftriiftt'io quality of tte work* 

•i 

' Very sincerely youra, 

„ r 

' Ku. U&d> r^c^k. 



y ^ 


I 

* 

, V. ^ 

Waldo C. Jtoore, b«<j,, 
lewieburg, 

) Ohio. 

/ 

"P. S. Z thank you for the etdal which you sent 

A 

■». I think the buffalo 1* tery good) but 1 an 
•ore you will hate nothing but praise for Eraser 


buffalo 
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Sir: - 


V; 



NAtlONAyCANK OF CoMME!* 

in New York 


Capita/, Surplus and Undivid* d Profits Forty Million Dollars 

__ July- 19th, 1912. 

1 B u reatToTthT m i n f 

BEC. JUL i. :-i )9i2 



• ‘g sg* **- 7 --=S£- 


y 


■ are informed that the United Sta.tes Government 


'as minted a new five cent piece —ith a design/ which includes 
a' ‘buffalo and figure of liberty. If t'is be true will you 
please advise us where they - tay be obtained. 

' Thanking you in adv nee fox your courtesy, v/e bee 
to remain 

* ‘ . \ 

i 

- Yours very trulv. 

V / 




ESIGNALED DEPOSITARY OF THE UNJ^TED STATES . 

Tii e Nati(»ai.Ba>K-Oitiii; Repcbiic 


johv A.LTVcn, president 
w. t. rnrroir.viCK-pRi! srorarr 

It. M.MoKlKMEY, CA81UER 
O.II .8WAX, ASSISTANT CASHIER 
JAMK8 M.IIURST, ASSISTANT CASHIER 
W»i. U. JLAVIXIA, ASSISTANT CASHIER 
W. II. 11UIU.KY, ASSISTANT CASHIER 
W. S.BISHOP, ASSISTANTCARRIER 


Capital. 

Surplus 




~Zs 


■ 




$2,000,000 
$ 1,000,000 

- t'^ / 


Chicago, 



Honorable The Treasurer of the United States, 

Washington, D. C« 

i 

* ✓_ 

Dear Sir: 

s 

We understand that the Government is about to 

A 

issue a new design nickel, and we would thank you to ad^* 
vise us when you will be ready to receive orders for 
this coin “and what steps must be taken to procure a sup¬ 
ply. 

Awaiting the courtesy of a reply, 

White very truly* 





ROOMS 


HOBBS M AfsfUFAjCVU RI NQ CO 

RARER B€> X.M Ab' N I M E R V, 

as SALISBURV 8T., WOROI8TIR, MA88., U. «. A 

£ 2 ^- 4 . 1 - ( ‘ 



ios Wooster St.! new York Oity. 
SB Hatton Oam*n, London, o- 

lO. OLINTON BT.„ 0 H'l 0 A« 0 , 11 . 1 — 


Worcester, Mass. July XI, 1912. 


The • Honorable Secretary of the Treasury 

—- WftahlPs ton. D , G. _ 





Dear. Sir: - 

. We see by the public Press that your Department 

is considering the issue of a new nickle coin tO| replace the Goddess 
of Liberty piece now in use* - 

We wish to enter our protest in the change in this coin and £or 

» O’ • 

the" following,reasons: ~ . 

• - A 

There have been very large sums* of money expended ‘during the 
past few years in perfecting Coin Detecting Machines, same to be used 
in connection with machines for automatic sales of postage stamps t 
railroad tickets and ether articles of like nature. These machines 
are now ready to go ' on the market and orders for tfaem-are already 

v 1 

placed. ' / 

There has been a very great popular demand for a successful 

• » 

t » 

apparatus of this kind, particularly on the part of railroad compa¬ 
nies who desire automatic sales mac hi lies for selling local t icke f S_ 

on surface lines, elevated roads, eto*, and these machines all call 

<£• 

for 5 cent detectors. 

\ 

. \ 

This development has been based upon the standard form of 
nickle, 5 4 token, and to change the design at this time will not 

A 

only render valueless the expenditure that has already been made, 
largely by this company, but will also postpone to an indefinite 



3 d & l-J-Ujtf 

*£ 00 - 11 > 8 - 1*11 / j 




From HOBBSf^WftUFACTURlNG CO., WO 

; » : 

To..21i0...Eoaioral?Xe...S.e:cre4a^.. : .Ql!...the Treasury t 
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date the time when /the public transportation companies can avail 
themselves of a ahfe apparatus to nee upon their platform for sell- 

’ N ' - >■ j. ' 

iiig their. tickets. 

. ' 

We therefore heg your careful, consideration of this highly im- 

r • 

portant matter. 

Mr. Ralph of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, is well in¬ 
formed upon the work that has been done ± and we suggest that his 
Opinion will he of value. 

Yours truly, 

/ 

t 

<£w.h,/h. 






\ , 




> 
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i 





president 

James S. Alexander 

Sk VICE PRESIDENTS 

**Henry A. Smith 
R.G. Hutchins. Jr. 

CASHIER 

Neilson Olcott 

ASSISTANT CASHIERS 

Oliver I.Pilat 
Paris R. Russell 
A.J. Oxenham . 
Samuel WiLcox 

MANAGER rORCISN DEPARTMENT 

G-.S. Mason 
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National Bank of Comm 

IN New York wl 26 m2 

i» O ( A. M. 

I Cq/rital, Surplus and Undivided frofTts Forty Million TREASURER, U. S, 

^ • ' July 2. r t:., 1912. 


Sir: - 


Bureau of th<> mi-i 


] flEO 


191? 1 


-JL 

.. • - Wo- do - r±o4—ft—*ear to- harder xece ived' y. ur renl^ 're 

*- L *. % -A. t/ 

% 

our letter of duly 19th and belie vine tbnt it mam have mis- 
*• , / 
carried, -nr to it ‘'olow:- 


"We o ro informed that tbe "’ni ted States Govern¬ 
ment bas minted a nev* five cent piece mitb a design v/bieh 
includes a buffalo and a figure; of liberty. If Ibis bo 
tree, .will " r ou .please advise ur.where ibev • a Tr obtained. 

' L. -A. I • ts 


?b rtising you in advju ie for your courtesy, vre Vr 
tc remain”. 


" Y ors very tru y, 


A 


/ V/ / // 


A sal sta::. 


s ncr, 


Kon. breas .r^r f tbe. T biited States, * 


;yashi"$Vn, T '. G. 


v 


X 





HOBBS MANUFACTURIiNQ'CO., 


ii *, 

'*) ■ 


3 6 




PARE R BOX MACHINERY, 


ae »aui 


lU RY 


WO FtOI 

\ 


C8TKR, MAAS., U. 


ROOMI 


lOfl Wooster 8T„ New YORK OlTy. 
BO Matt-ton Oarokn, London, k. o. 
A-O 80 . OLINTON ST., OHIOASO, ILL. 


Worcester, Mass. July 15, 1912. 


Hon. S«o. E. Roberts* 

Director of the Mint, Treasury Dep$,., 
Washington. R.C. 


Dear Sir:- 



Your favor of July 12th Is received. 

In order to successfully Setecdr coins and separate same from 
counterfeit coins and from checks and slugs .and other articles of 

i 

like nature which are used in 'automatic machines in place of^genuine 
coins, it has been found necessary to take certain, points upon the 


face of the coin as standard narks. This is arrived at after extreme¬ 
ly careful iByestigstion, and upon these -standard points the Coin 

— *. 

Detector is built up* 

A 

Machines as these have been greatly desired for very many years, 
as for instance, by the telephone companies.' -dn^Ghicago it is stated 

t 

that ths telephone companies lose over $1000.00 per week in slugs 
taken in at various telephone booths. The same thing has been true 
in Hew York Gity. The adoption of five cent ticket selling maoh- 
ines on railroad platfopcp= has been abandoned because of the fact 
that there has been no efficient means of separating false coins 
and slugs from genuine coins. 


9 

The invention which has Just been perfected and which is going 
into use very shortly on Certain lines in New York is based upon 

o , 

the selection of certain proof points on the head of the five cent 
coin, IS -has been brought to suoh a state of perfection now, that 

» i 

out of 1000 coins and about as many slugs $^er j genuine coin was 


From HOBBS MANUFACTURING CO., WORCESTER, MASS.,. 
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accepted and every Sals# coin and sing was rebooted. 

She machine has bean brought to Such a state of perfection that 
it will operaifift just an JLong at the )figuit of the heads is visible * 
It may he possible that th* new ooih would Offer similar points 

which conld be used identically with thfe crfkerr coin* but that Of 

' * 

course is not Idloro as we have not had the os 



the nmr design bat assess there was each, an agretBient of' test 

• Y 

points upon th«J two .eej^pr, ye>u njp ESgdily see’, that tft« scheme tgC 

having aocui&treXy 'separate ‘w&/m f ro m . 

* ' 

false coins would hays to bo Abandoned, because the-publict oould - 
not be expected to discriminate between the old and the new,but ' 
would use the one or the other as they happened to have them in 
hand. 

With the two designs of one cent-coins we ,have been able to mkw 

* - ^ , 

a Detector which would accept both, but that involved a very long 

^ ** " 

stuay and was a very difficult propositions 

Our object in bringing lip the matter of this five cent coin 
at this Mas, fs that'it would seem a very great misfortune if the 
publi^ are to be deprived of this opportunity to use automatic sales 
machines, as is done in foreign,countries. The conditions in this 

9 

$ * 

country^are very different from those prevailing abroad on account 
of the large use of gambling,machines in this country,which employ 

~r 

sings and cheeks exactly the size of the* f ive cent coin* These 

X 

* 4 

have gone into the posse scion of the people to a" very great degree* 
There are also innumerable slugs and checks issued by’ restaurants 
and other places for coat checks, meal checks, beer checks, etc*, 
all of which are based upon the . size of the five cent coin* 









Gee*. £. 
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to 



Heenmany 




& 



a machine for soiling 
r, Wit these have 


had “fed" $e afysdibhed because of tfc4 lsoh of; an efficient c ola detector 

US'* *j?tty 4-U^ stK?oe c&sd In porfeetiiiS' Buc h a® instrument 

✓ 

raid pilfer 18*e <*# dlrc^ t&d^^XINhOQ £s& &8$)Kr $0 * t± cfpmds 

. p r 

as a great surprise to find that" the pattern of the? five cent coin 
in tt> he changed,, 'add from the ddsoriptiOh that h && been published 
&£$ the Ubietyhead is tou.be T|e^a«ro4 by tha ftgdre of a buffalo, 

tt seemed to bus that: undoubtedly- the coin would, he so -far changed , 

* « 

that nrnj 'Hut>P*gr would? be 'tsPiBiSfc t% accept both these coins and at 

<; 

the ggm- tissi orein^t all Cthe®**- 

$hie thsit|pg is n$$ : made the dtaw^er or the tttaws-of 
•%xg eoiir, o* |>y the oondiffdh of the rim, as you suggest in your 
letter* b# the *etea%^>| pedehtt bie talfcn fiem fee pant# bf the ooir 
which ure th^ Iftaftt litifie to w»r «gg$. which are most substantial 


eyery w^ & 

I* was not sou® bbieot fe wrp£jag to you 1» SttPSB* to say that 
there nhrnUfL -fittee be. any Impf^tmeiit i® <*«t» » but the^.nteres^e 
#£ the people are so. closely- connected with the ooinaga, and the 
economy which is to fe effected by the use of* automatic machines 
is 30 - *w«fy tfea>%h 9*m wi«e he hare the matter fttljy 

ore.uhy radical chaise in the face of the coin which 
is meet generally used of any, should be made. j 

* 

called by very many a. five cent country,and it i 




probable that morc'^fansactlons ar * made with the 5 cent coin than 
with all other coins put together, nbt excepting the one cent. 





From HOBBS MANUFACTURING CO., WORCESTER, MASS,,.*fl 


XM*. 
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P.S. If It wonld she 4 an^ '3-lfSfe up*** the &al#fe<3st an* ah- 

able you to cepe to a mere definite ootiCitt(U»ft T a fit* cent coiii 

* 

datecfoir mfght he sent to yea for -trial, and you would then re&dily 
gee how important ouch a, jnachine might hecome in the busineau of 
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• ■ '19121 

Secretary ©f Treasurer HcYeagh, „ ' - -..J 

$h*hingten, D* C« ^ 

Ia re- X'he new fire-cent piece, I am aware that tkere ia 
••me sppesitien t* the change, bnt narer-the-iees I era inclined te 
he 11 ere that a new fiye-cent cein with the Ancriean Bnffale en the 
•ne side and tho American Indian an the ether wenld he just the 
preper thing . Beth the Buff ale end the Indian designs ehenld h# 
e erne thing artistis, nethisg that wenld canse ene te he ashamed. Let 
a sein ae deeigned in cemmeratien ef the early Indian end 


Bisen ef Herth America, 


Yours respectfully* 


Member 1912 Annual Assay Cewiaissien* 
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EDWARD F HENSON 


CLAYJON W NICHOLS 


xhd/Wytx/u) of. ^me/riAmv 8f (fo. 


LUMBER & MILLWORK 

Cable Address;- 
( "He:NSON“ PHILADELPHIA 

Codes Used 

AMERICAN LUMBERMAN TELECODE .WESTERN UNION 
j^OUTHABDS A' B*C.+™&5 T " EDITIONS, At CODE ZEBRA 
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Office | 921 North Delaware Ave. 
Planing Mill \ Beach,Poplar & Delaware Ave 
and Wharves l Piers 37 & 38 North Wharves 


KEYSTONE & BELL 
LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONES 

V 



August 


3, 1912. 


,• 9 


George/E*. Roberts, Esq, 
Director of Mint' 1 , 

• Washington, D. C. 


Dear 


Dir 


r 


Mr. Clarence W. Hobbs, of Worcester, informs me that he 
has written to you regarding the, coin testing machines in the de¬ 
velopment of .which we have both taken part, and particularly in 
regard to new designs for coins which will not interfere v/ith aY/~ 
proper testing* 


The Post Office Department is interested in the develop¬ 
ment of this Patent and we expect soon to submit to that Depart¬ 
ment postage stamp vending machines which will prove satisfactory. 
r’ You will appreciate that if coins be so changed as to make it peces 
( sary for a buyer of postage stamps to go to one vending machine 
with one design of coin and to another with another,, design of 
coin, such an arrangement would not be satisfactory to the Post 
Office De_partment. I do not mean you to understand that* the 

coin testers~require no.change in designs. We have built a coin 
fester which accepts both the old Indian head and the new Lincoln 
head in the onq cent. We have built a nickel machine which ac¬ 
cepts all good,unmutilated coins, even though much* worn, but will 
refuse the Philippino nickel, which is of practically the same 
size. We cannot, however, buil,d a one cent machine which will* 
accept the Lincoln and the Indian head apd the old^white nickel 
/ cent without building it so that it will take slugs. 


If you.would like to see the device, the writer will 
endeavor at no distant date to submit same to ~you for ; your infor¬ 
mation. - It is a very interesting little machine. 


Y 

with Mr. J. 
me with his 


7 


ou wrote to Mr. Hobbs suggesting that he communicate 
aSdre^? er> the artist > in New York. Will you oblige 


Dic.Henson-M 




\ 


Yours very truly, 

-, 

EDWARD P. HEN 


^ — 'x 5 



£ 




George E* Roberts, Esq*, 

Director ef Mint, 

Washington, B* C* 

TTear* Sir : 

I §jt. in' receipt of your letter of August 23rd* I have 
already seen^he proposed design at Mr* Fraser^s office, but I am 
obliged to bring the inventors to view the coin, as I do not feel . 
competent to determine whether the present design can, without 
some changes, be adapted* The coin detector measures into the 
ten thousandths' of an inch, and If the new coin possesses some 
dimensions in common with the old, it will be** possible, to adapt* 
the detector to both and that without robbing the new coin of its 
artistic merit* 

Yours very truly. 





Dic*Henson~M 


9 




HOBBS MANbFACTURING- CO., 


30 


PARER BOX MACHINERY, 


ae iausbUry st., worokbtkr, mai 


CJ. •- A. 


| iea WOOSTKRjlT.. N«W YOUK OITY. 
■ BROOMS {bo HATTON OARDCN, LONDON, °- 

( <4-0 BO. OLINTON ST.. OHIOABO, ILL. 


Worcester, Mass. October 19, 1912* 


V,' 


Hon. Geprge S. Roberts, 

Director of the Mint, 




Dear Sir: 


Washington, D. C. 


Referring onoe more to the matter of the change in 

$ 

design of the five-cent coin, which has been under correspond- 

* 

4 

enoe between us heretofore. 

We have had opportunity of examining this coin at the 
studio of the artist in Hew York, but the matter is not yet in 
shape where we can put it to a practical test, owing to the 
fact that the d-esig# is hot yet beyond the experimental stage. 


parts 


Wa are therefore 


unable at this stage to state whether or not this design can 
be worked along with the old coin in a modern coin detecting 
devioe. ) , 

This letter is written with a view of conveying an item 

l 

of information which is important, and of further representing 

■ / 

the state of the case. , 

— ihe first matter of importance is that the large compan¬ 
ies like the Interborough Company Of Hew York, the Hudson Tunnels, 
and the American Telephone Company, are becoming very deeply 
interested in the matter of automatic sales. Their business alone 
not count ing in other section^ of the country, would amount- to a 
very large sum, and the economy from using a proper ooin defecting 
device would be enormous for-them, and measuring, the rest of the 





SBOO-11*•*1•!1 


From HOBBS MANUFACTURING CO., WORCESTER, MASS,,. 


To. H o n . George E. Roberts.' 
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country by thorn, it would be of magnitude. 

It is to he hoped, therefore, that final action in this 

- m S 

matter of change of coin will be deferred until the matter can 
be thoroughly understood both by yourself and the parties in 
interest. 

She second malrter is the fact that a large interest has 

.« ■ 

now been formed to place the ooin detecting devices referred to 

• / 

t • 

upon the market, and a change in the ooin at this period would 
work a very heavy loss in oase the new design is not conformable 


to the limitations of the Coin Detecting Device. 


\ 


The writer, therefore, thinks it essential that the matter 
be gone into promptly, and this letter is written to inquire at 


what time hecould meet you at your office m Washington, when he 
would bring down one of the devices in question and place it before 


you so that you might understand the nature Of the case, 'perhaps 

_ _ _ . * _ _ r 4 

more fully than you do now. Therefore if you will kindly indicate 

•*\ 

• * 

a conyenieirfc- forr-yon *fco receive a call from me, 

t * 


I shall be glad to conform to it. 




o 


Yours sincerely, • 

HOBBS MAHUFACTO R HIG 00. 

By _ 

President 



GWH.S 


4 


r 
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HOBBS MANUFACTURING CO., 

PAPER BOX MACHINERY, 

* -» ' e~- 

ae 8ALI8BU RY AT., WORD ESTER, M A88., U. 8. A. 
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16B WCCtTIR 8T„ New YORK OITV. 
UK8ROOM8 J BO HA’rT6N OAWOTtN, t.ONDON, K. O. 

40 80. OLINTON 8T., OH^OAaO, ILL. 


<i 


Worcester, Mass. 




November 2, 1912 


\ 


w 

/V 


^ R i ; Hf 

1 Hh. ■■ ■/ 






ifi;:’ 1 

1 Q1C? I 

»i> >.jnu- - * 


Director of the Mint, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs' 

/ 

Some / two weeks ago I addressed yon requesting an appoint¬ 
ment foir the purpose of discussing the matter of the new RMre-Cent 
Coin which it is proposed to issue; also for the purpose of showing 
you the Coin Detector which has been perfected for the handling 
of the Coin now in use; and to see what can be done toward combin- 

Y 

ing the proof points upon the.two coins so that one ooin detector 
will permit the use of both coins by the public, and still the 
public gain the advantage of automatic sales mechanism, which are 
J 3 .pr ready to go upon the market. __ __ 

- * r> 

At that time, it *was stated that you were out of the city 
and would return in two weeks, fill you kindly advise by return 
post when you will be in Washington and on what day it will be 
agreeable to you to have the undersigned call upon you on the 

V 

errand as speoified above* We believe this to be a matter of 
very great importance, else we would not trouble you with the 
matter, but believing it to be so, would urgently request the favor 
of the interview. 

Yours truly, 

HOBBS UAHUFACTURING CO, 


C1B.3 


BY. 





\ 


I 


HOBBS MANUFACTURING CO- 
PAPER BOX MACHINERY!; 

ANO « 

WOOD WORK!NO MACHINERY. 


3 <>£V^f 


•ALI 


IURY «X., WOROMTBRi MAk«., U. 


•ALKSROOM* I 8® 

( * 4-0 


l wootTCK St. t nkw York Oity. 
m at-ton oianokn, London,*, o. 
SO. OLINTON ST., OHIOASO, ILL. 


\\ 


<C s' ^ 
-. ^ * 



Uoy^mber 13, X91B. 


(jjjjUsk-- ■ 

Hon# George E* Roberts, 

A A 

Direotor of the Mint,' 

Washington, D. Ci 

,Sir: 


Me mint \ 

«t ,; - > ’-0 «« S 




Lw- 1 ' 


0 


Your letter of November 12 is received and your 

consideration of my request is greatly appreciated. 'Mr* Eraser, 

/ ( ' < 

the artist, has .expressed himself i-n the same way to my associate 

who called on him at your suggestion. 

Your proposal that our conference take place in few 
York, with the artist who is perfecting the designs, is eminont- 
ly^v 7 ±ss and^raceptable und~^will "meet any appointment that may 
suit your convenience either this week or next, in Hew York. 

Awaiting further advice from you as to date, I remain, 

Respeotfiilly, 

HOBBS MANU FACTO BIN G DO.. 


CWH.S 





/ 


. P 
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HOBBS MANUFACTURING CO., 

PARER BOX MAGHINE^RY, 

"... - **-. 7 -- - — 

38 SALISBURY ST., WOROItSTIR, MASS®-, U. •- A. 

• > 

| lea WOOSTKR ST„ NlW YORK OITY. 

SALESROOMS j BO HATTON 3AROIN, L-ONOON. B. O. 

( AO So. OLinton St., Ohioaso,' III. /’ 

/ 

Worcester,. Mass. Hovember 15; 1912. 

<r 

* 

Mr. Geo. E. Robert, 

Director of The'Mint, 

^ 1 

Washington, D«C. 

* 

Dear Sir:- 

Acknowledging yours of the 14th; beg to state that, 
the date you give for a meeting with yourself and Mr. Fraser 
in Hew York Tuesday, Hovember 19th at 9 o’clook will he satis¬ 
factory to me, and I will he at the studio of Mr. Fraser at the 
time you state. 

A 

With thanks for your attention, I remain. 
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CWE.C, 


Yours truly. 
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HOBBS MANUFACTURINCa CO., 

v *> * 1 

\ PAPER £ O X M A O H INER V 

A ' • and 

\ WOOD WORKING MAOHINIRV, ~ 


tAUSBURY «T., WOROKBTBR, U. •. A. 




I iSB WOOSTKR BIT.. NKW YORK OITY. 
\ 69 Hatton oanokn, London,*, o. 
4o So. CLINTON ST.. OHIOA«o\ ill. 


Woroebt'er, Mass, yoyonber 22, 1912, 


•A ' 


Mr. Geo. E, Roberts, 


DIRECTOR OP THE MINT, 


Bureau of the f^ ir ? 
RPft. !']' . uy 


Washington, C. 




Dear Sir: 


Referring to the matter of the new five-cent coin and our 

4 ‘ * 

interview on Tuesday last, in New York,' I beg to enclose herewith 
a copy of a letter I am this day sending 'to Mr. Eraser. 

As you wili see by the letter, upon an examination of the 
coin we find that the change necessary will be -extremely slight, 
consisting principally in reducing the length ojf the Buffalo 


figure a little more than 


" and providing a ring aroufad inside 


the rim, both on the Indian 3ide and on the Buffalo side. 

We feel sure that Mr. Fraser will be able to make these 
changes without in any way detracting from the appearan ce of the 




ooin. In fact most of the oritics who have looked at it while 

\ » ♦ 

* .‘ . .. ... - ' ' * - 

the coin has been in my possession have felt that the Buffalo' 

figure was rather large for the coin and that the coin would be 
improved by reducing this figure even so slightly as suggested. 

This letter is sent you fbr your information and any help 

c. 

-W *•* 

you can give us In smoothing the way with Mr. Fraser to make the 
neoessary changes, will be very greatly .appreciated* 

Yours very truly. 


CWH.S 

INC. 


HOBBS MANUFACTURING CO. 

By ' 


President. 





o 
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Mr, J. B. Fraser, 

3 MacDougall Alley, 

How" York, H. Y. 

Dear Mr. Fraser: 


3 o fi/s o 


Ifov ember 28, 1912. 

/ 


I am returning to you today by Registered Dost the two 
proof coins which you entrusted to me for measure sent. In our 


study of those in connection with the current five-cent coin, 
and the coin testing machines, we find that there will he needed 
no change in design of the Buffalo side but only a alight change 
in proportion - or size. _ 

4 

She absolute requirements aro:- 

\ . . 

- - — — - --- T 

{1} 4 A root circle inside the rim on the reverse 


(Si - A root circl e inalda the rim on the face 
which in this connection is the Buffalo 


t? 


(3) A broken circle inside the inscription 

(4) A bearing on the fee© (body) of the figure 

i -»,r* _ *. , v 

(5) A center bearing 


With the proof coins I am sending to you a standard five- 
cent coin marked with the circles indicated, 1, 2, and 3; also the 

t 

center point, 5. 11 Herewith I hand you a drawing which gives the 

v, ' . ■ . 

diameters and heights upon which we mat rely to successfully tost 

I 

the old and the proposed new coins, and to separate thorn from for- 

f j 

eign, false, and imitation-coins and tokens. 



Hoveiaber ZZ % 1912. 




Mr. J, ^ Fraser 




The design of-the Buffalo anti the Indian head are so 

•* « 

excellent that it would ho asking too" much to have thorn changed. 




V 


but the results desired can all be achieved by reducing the Buf- 

N 

falo figure G/lOO Of an Inch iii length and otherwise in proportion 

This will give ample space for the outside circle, and the broken 

> 

circle will then fall just Outside the hump. The'height between 
the root circle 2, and the circular hearing 4 and the center point 
5 are easily accomplished withoxit in ary way altering the general 
design. The foundation for the feet could he lowered a trifle 

v * «* 

and the root circle 2 pass over it without altering the" design. 

It is nearly low enough now,' 

There should also bp a. root circular bearing around the 

• / 

Indian head inside the rin, as shown upon the reverse of the 


markrod coin. This is • for the purpose of getting the standard 

< 

thickness upon which the test measurements arc based. 

The bottom of the broken circle o need not he flat, but 

\ 

/ 

may he more or less so, provided we have approximately the root 
depth at all points. 

.With .the alight- changes indicated I cannot see that the 

appearance of the- coin will he marred and the public will then ho 
given tho full advantage of the automatic sales devices which I 

described to you. . - 

\ 

1 am requesting Mr. C. U. Carpenter, our Hew York asso- 

* _ 

ciate, who will have to meet the, public in introducing these 
machines as sales agent' of .the ilraerican Stamp and Tickets Vending 
Machine Co, t Uo, 30 ChurCh street, for whom this company is acting 






November S3, 1918 


Hr. J. 3. Fraser 


to call upon you and ho wiliQaalce any needful explanation of these 
matters. 

Thanking you for the cotirtesy of your reception and 

' * 

greatly appreciating the interest shown by you and Mr. Roberts in 
this 'whole matter, X remain. 


Sincerely yours 


CVJH.S 

EHC. 



I 


V 


2>o 


3?e£c/t/ionti ^$o?i>ic<ntr.o?i 


stfdcfoea, “S$*tp.en,£ct/'‘ 




7/&-SaCMcon, 


y 


£$eie* and 'OhCerit tftnum, 


^Acwt/i S^me&icctw, S/edli&up ^czm^kct^v^, 

&*c&, dleta/&, stfiMojiA, ^ yfQS) C^/ / 

,*U tty* aiL A«« . • 120-Mevfy yz. 

< Z&Qal J t&<yn, 3fcmAer*, 0il VP dkn&*a/ S^ancti A/ \ L/fJ' / « T - 1/5 “lOTO 

' * a^m, v •/*** «yw-jto r» . .19—13 3 ^ 



^ fr' 


Treasury Department, Ou^^-( / - *%* ~ / 'V- 

' * V 

Washington, E. C. 

Attention of George E. Roberts, t . 

1. 

Director of the Mint. 


\ 


Gefatlemen:- • 

A~ ' 

Since writing you on July 12th, in replfc to your^favor 
of July 11t h, re our ARGENTAL METAL _SiIvor-Aluminum Alloyl wo had 
no reply, andlnasmuch as you are about to issue you n^w. five- (5c/) 

* ^r- • , » 

cent coin^e believe it would be to your advantage ^o use our alloy 

. ^ / 

ARGENTAL, instead of NICKEL^as the cost will be ho greater^and the 
coin one^ third* or one fourth the weight, / whiter and nontarnishable 

’ * ' * - r < 

If you would like to try /this metal send us the size 
you require, and the B. & S. g^ge, and state whether hard, soft 7 or 
medium and we will send you sufficient for your test. 

We are enclosing a sample of our latest rolled ARGENTAL, 

/ 

/ --■■•- 

which is whiter than that previously sent you. 

V . / ' . 

♦ ^' 

Awaiting an early reply, we are 
* / _ 

^ery, truly yours, 

~NORTK AMERICAN SEALING CO. 

Prest. 








RALPH VAN VECHTEN, 
ALEX ROBERTSON. 
HERMAN WALDECK. 
JOHN C. CRAFT. 
JAMES R. CHAPMAN. 
WILLIAM T. BRUCKNER 


Vice President 
Vice President 
Vice President 
Vice President 
Vice President 
, Vice President 


GEORGE M. REYNOLDS. President 

, WILLIAM G. SCHROEDER, Vice President 
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HARVEY C. VERNON. Asst Cashier 
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i. 


lion. G-eorye E. Roberts, 


Director of the Mint, 


Washington, D. C. 


Dear Hr. Roberts: 

7/e thank you for your letter of the 16th inst. 
The Treasurer .ias returned our draft with the st;no *ont 
tiiat the now nickels will not be ready for aistriouoion 
until February 16th. We 'will, ^rior to that date, send 
him a draft again and if at the proper tine you can as¬ 
sist us in securing the coin we will appreciate it very 


X 


much. 


J£S7:C 


♦ 


Yours very truly. 





/ 





















3o SVy?? 

The Recording Register and Fare Box Company 

(INCORPORATED) 

f 

FARE REGISTERS, FARE BOXES AND RAILWAY SUPPLIES 

* v \ i 

- NEW HAVEN, CONN. 


P, O. Box 1228 

128 WINCHESTER AVENUE 



\ 


•b 


C- 


Secretary pt im»ury t Janjr 17 „ 1913* 

hashing ton* D.* C* 

We understand that the Government has made a 

r 

change in the five cent pleoe, and as «e are nanufactor- 
lag Pare Boxes ahioh are arranged to properly handle and 

register the eorzent five oent ooin, we ere very much 

- - - - * ” 

distorted by the proposed nee coin. 

. <—w 

Will you. kindly, seed os * sample of this ooin 

9 

so ws can determine what sffsot it is going to have on 

\* ' ’ - .1 

oar Business? Wer desire this in order to test oor 


mechanism. 


lery truly yours, 

ZHX KKCOBHISG BSGISJSR St PARK BOX CO. 


FBK/ACK 
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CAPITAL.,SURPLUS AND UNDIVIDED PROFITS. $30,000,000 



RALPH VAN VECHTEN, 
ALEX ROBERTSON, 
HERMAN WALDECK, 
JOHN C. CRAFT, 
JAMES R. CHAPMAN, 


Vice President 
Vicc President 
Vice President 
Vice President 
Vice President 


WILLIAM T. BRUCKNER, Vice President 


^ ***£&1 1^-1 - , 

GEORGE M. REYNOLDS, President 

WILLIAM G. SCHROEDER, Vice President 
NATHANIEL R. LOSCH, CASHIER 

HARVEY C. VERNON, Asst. Cashier 
GEOROE B. SMITH. Asst.Cashier 


EDWARD S. LACEY, Chairman op Advisory Committee 


WILBER HATTERY, 

H. ERSKINE SMITH, 
cJOHN R. WASHBURN, 
WILSON W. LAMPERT, 
DAN NORMAN, 

FRANK L. SHEPARD, 


Asst. Cashier 
Asst. Cashier 
Asst. Cashier 
Asst. Cashier 
Asst. Cashier 
Auditor 


January 25, 1913. 


V. 


Honorable George B. Roberts, 

Director of the Mint, 


Washington, D. C. 


Dear Ur. Roberts: 


Qx^_January 16th we.wrote you relative to the securing 
of $2,000 in the new design of nickels, and' you informed us that 


the amount cou l d be obtained about February 15th. 

• / ^ — 11 

Judging by the orders we are receiving jfrOtn our various 

‘i cc - _ 

correspondents the amount for which we originally asked will he^ 
insufficient, and we would inquire if the amount of coin, issued 

ft 

will penult of our securing §5,000 of them* 

Awaiting your reply, and thanking you in advance for the 

°* - — * ... 

information which we assure you will be much appreciated, we remain 


Tours very truly, 

■fp/, i 

hr /S 1 ■ » ; / 

fi/tf l -7 l . '/>., 

y 9 7 r t "* S ■*“ J ~ » • 

Assistant Cashier* 


Wffij/B 


0 



\ 


\ 






J> c 


A. H,WOODWARD, 

PRESIDENT. 


. ' 

JOHN BENHAM, ARTHUlf C.FIELD, 

t 

VICE PRESIDENT. SECPETARY. 

CABLE ADDRESS: PEQ1STCP, CHICAGO. 




W. J.VOLK1NS, 


TREASURER." 







fare/ 


OFFICE 3t FACTORY 

15 SOUTH THROOR STREET 



Gu-A'-* 


anuary 27*1913. 


' V 


Director of the Hint, 

-—^ - • 

Wash^ii^on, 1)*C. 

De-*f-\ nir — 

We understand a now five cent piece is to be coined- at 
once and that tli \ design has ])r-oiv approved* As we manufacture 
a coin r eg istering f ire box for street car use and as the deter- 


ruination of the val o of tlie five cent ,>iece depends entirely upon 

its size, we are naturally interested in this now coin*. We tahc 

it that while the design has been changed, the size has not and 

* " * 

would very greatly appreciate specific information from you by - 
early mail* — 


v_ 


Yours very truly, • 


B-G 
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•SOME - OP THB-USES.. iQP. £02& JQ^ 


Telephone slot machines, 

Bailway ticket vending machines, 

te ' 

■% 

Street car & railway ticket- venind machines ' , 

/ 

Postage stamp vending machines for use in post offices at all hours, 

in drug stores,,etc* 



Parcel Post Stamps vending machines* 
Postal Saving Stamp * * 

Saving Bank Saving Stamp * n 
Postal Card n 

Coin operated Musical Instruments^ 
w w Phonographs 

Money changing machines 


✓ 



4 ! 




Coin operated Biograph Instruments 
•» " Weighing Machines 

Accident Policy Vending " 

Coin operated Gas Meters. 

Secret Service Department and Banks for instanteaus 
y ‘ detection of counterfeit coins- 

Automatic coin operated photographic machines. 

Merchandise Vending Machines almost without limit, of .which 
the following are a few^ 

Automatic Lunch" Counters, 

Soda fountain checks 

, t 

r 

Chocolate Venders 1 


T 

n 


Newspaper Venders 
Cigar 

Mat ch-h ox * 

Condensed Milk " 


Cups of In 
Sheet Music 



in: pac 


rs 




• .i •> 




f .Popcorh products 


\ - 








Collar renders 
Umbrella * 

--- h. 

Con£eoti onery * 

Towel & Soap 

Peanut • * 

Chewing Cum * 

* 

Department Store venders 

* 

lO^f Store w * 

&c*, &c->, &€T^ 



CINCINNATI 
CHICAGO 
NEW YORK 
PHILADELPHIA 
ST. LOUIS 
CLEVELAND 
BUFFALO 
LOUISVILLE 
COLUMBUS. O 
DAYTON. O 
PROVIDENCE 
NEWARK N. J. 
DETROIT 


.ESTABLISHED 

1858 




CABLE A0ORKSS 
’*WURLITZER , ‘ 


The Rudolph Wurlitzer Co. 

WORLD’S LARGEST MANUFACTURERS OF 

Automatic Musical Instruments 


3o 

PI AN ORCHESTRA 

bijou Orchestra 

MILITARY BAND ORGANS 
““PIANOS 
-FLAYER PIANOS 
VIOLIN PIANO 
FLUTE PIANO 
PIANINO 
HARP 

MANDOLIN SEXTET 

WURLITZER 
UNIT ORCHESTRA 







PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


\ 

February 13, 1913. 


Honorable Franklin MacVeagh, / 

/ 

Secretary" of the (Treasury, 

• / 

i '' 

j Washington, P.C. / 

! / 

i 

honorable Sir; 

We wish to add oar request to that which Mr*' Henson will make 

/ 

that there will be retained certain uniform measurements between the presents 

l • / ^asao 

nickel and the new nickel to be issued so that our coin-operated machines 

/ * * — 

“ ” .~ ■“ --r_____— 

mby be protected from fraudulent and dummy coins* Unless some such uniformity 
be_ retained in the' measurement it will be impossible^for any coin tester to 


be built so as to accept tfro such different designs without at the same time 
accepting many slugs and bad coins* We consider this a matter of grave imp ortance * 

Q)He larger part of our business is in coin operated machines 
and the coin most used Is the nickel which makes any change in the nickel of 

\ 

, t i 

such great Importance*. That thei business is of magnitude you will appreciate . 

t 

from the fact that we have 14 distributing offices and stores in various parts 

A ' 

of this country and while we are the leaders in this line of business there are 
others in the same lineunf business also interested. We have 2 factories and 

employ between 400Cksnd 5000 men. These coin^operated machines are of 53 dif- 

* 

ferent styles ranging in price from $400 to $6000 apiece* 

£ 

Asking your most serious consideration, we are 







r 


rtrrtf'tV&FTfQ'. 5 .'%'**; 






MEMBERS 6f NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MANUFACTURERS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


d o T«/y?f 



lot MAA* 


PRIVATE OFFICE 

" T ....-—. . 

H.O.WILBUR Sc SONS»INC. 
MANUfACTURK.NES Of $ ' 

COCOA AND CHOCOL ATfc 
PHILADELPHIA 

CA«LeA»DXtSS 
wildu^-phiIaoclhmsa 


•fc 


February 13, 1915* 


Tc the Honorable Franklin ilacVeagh, ' 

Secretary of the Treasury, 

7/ashington, D, Os ■ \ 

* ^ <? 

Bear Sirs \ 

V/e do not need to tell you that the sales of chocolate through vending 
machi nes ar e of considerable magnitude, bnt~the&e- gai-es—hnye-- been p r ac tleally 
restricted to one cent machines, beer-use the one cent unit was not of sufficient 
size to tempt'the public to defraud to any material degree* 

V/e believe it may be truly eaid that the five cent vending machine for ' 

- ch o co - late—i-s n ot^used-to^a^-ex tent, because the-- five cen t unit is suffici e nt - 

to tempt a large proportion of the public to rob the machines by means of. slugs, 

*** o 

__ * ' » ■ — 

dura-nies, and bogus coins. - - 

V/e are creditably informed that in the Reeth-Fla&e Coin Tester, an 

\ 

apparatus has been devised which will protect venders of chocolates rn^ other 

. merchandise using slot machines* * 7/e are further informed .thrt just when 

♦ * . ....*. ».*. * 

this invention has about been brought to perfection, its value is in danger 
of be in ~ largely destroyed by the issue of a new nickel lacking sufficient - 
dimensions in accord \tith the old nickel, to rrke it possible -^r both'’the 
old rad the new niokels to be accepted in the same Bict "machine* 




H\ O. WILBUft. * SONS, inc, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


PACI 


To the Honorable Franklin MacVeagh* ; 




^-*v • • • 


3o 


February 13, 1913* 


We hope you will give serious consideration to the question of tbe 
design of the new niclcel, because were business of slot vending rkachines pro¬ 
tected by an efficient coin tester, large fields for the development of vending 

riibhines would be opened. 

This is an industry which has grown largely in G-erm&y, in which 
country it is a crime to defraud slot machines by the use of slugs or counter¬ 
feit coins. In this country the courts have held that the makers of slot 

machines must mrke them so as not to accept dummies or counterfeit coins, and 

* - J 

it is no crime here to rob such machines. ^ ■ 

l J 

1 j 

V • 

Requesting your careful consideration, ve are, ' 

Very truly yours, ~ v ~ ' 


0. * ILBir. & ro::S, Inc, 


A 


-r /AT* ^ 


I 


I 



I 



3 o 
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✓ m 

I 

I 

Hon. George E. Roberts, 

Director" - of the Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
•Dear Mr. Roberts: 




/ 


In regard to the new nickel that you showed me at 
Philadelphia, would it noij be possible in considering the 
diameter of this coin to'make it exactly 2 oentimeters 
rather than an arbitrary diameter? The present coin is 


apparently 21 millimeters; but as I understand it, the pro- 
position is to reduce this somewhat. Unless there are • 
some very good reasons to the contrary, I Would suggest 
r that you consider the proposition of making it exaotly 
2 oentimeters, and thus it may be possible to use it as a 


i . 

nvH+. n*F TnAosnT*fi as we’Ll as value.* 






/ 


/ 


V 


& 




\ 


% 


February 18 f 1913* 


H. 0* Wilbur & Sons, 

Philadelphia, Pa* 

Gontleiren; 

I bog to aolmowlodgo the receipt* throu££h Hr# Henson* 
your letter of tho 13th inst, relative to the new five oent nickel 
pieco aid thank you for it. 

Respectfully, 


Secretary. 







♦ 





, February 18, 1913* 


Rudolph VTurlltser Co*, 

912 Chestnut Street, 

Philadelphia, ?a* 

Gentlemen: 

I bog to acknowledge tho receipt, through Hr* Honson, of^ 
your letter of the 13th Inst# relative to the new five cent nickel 
pioce and thank you for, it* 

Respectfully, < 


Socrotaryi 


ii* 3 


* 






1 




EDWARD F HENSON . 


CLAYTON W NICHOLS 



LUMBER & M1LLWORK 


Cable Address:- 

"HeNSON“ PHILADELPHIA 


Codes Used 

AMERICAN LUMBERMAN TELECODE,WESTERN UNION 


SOUTHARD'S A. 5™ EDITIONS,A I CODE ZEBRA 


KEYSTONE a BELL 
LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONES 
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Officq f 921 North Delaware Ave. 
Planing Mill S Beach.Poplar & Delaware Ave. 
and Wharves l Piers 37 & 38 North Wharves. 


February 19, 1913. 


Hon, George E. Roberts, 

Director of' the Mint, 

Treasury Department, • 

" Washington, B. C. 


-Dear Mr. Director: 

I thank you for your courteous letter of February 18th ® 
enclosing copy of the decision of the Secretary. 

I feel certain that, had we been able to make.Mr. Mac- 
Veagh understand the seriousness of the situation and understand 
that this coin tester is practically the only one out of the many 
hundreds that have been invented and worked over that approaches 
perfection, -and I believe it is 99 <o perfect, the Secretary would 
have decided in. our favor. Not', of course, out of regard for 
the inventors or for the company which has planned to manufacture 
the coin testers, but because this coin tester would have opened 
the way for a great industrial development in vending machines 
impossible without protection from foreign and counterfeit coins 
and slugs. Unfortunately the Secretary would need to be a mechan¬ 
ical expert fo enable him to understand. 

To enable any coin tester to work to accept! two coins, 
there should be a" few. common measurements retained; t]he change 
throws the business into confusion. In bringing the coin tester 
to its present perfection, Reith has worked out problems seemingly 
unsurmountable, but in doing it his health nearly failed complete¬ 
ly, which caused'me to take him to my own physician, who told me. 
that the man was nearly insane. It is barely possible that Reith 
may solve the problem, difficult as it is , to work the new nickel 
and the -old, but'I seriously, fear for his health in attempting it. 


I know the Secretary thinks the design of the new coin 
is beautiful, but I have failed to find among ray friends-, ,to a few 
of whom I have shown the coin, any that are of the Secretary*s 
opinion. So far as the artist is concerned he is a fadist in 
his views. It seems to me such a pity that so much should be 
sacrificed that a coin of such doubtful Artistic value should be 

issued. ^ 


I wish to 
ment of the matter , 


/ • 

» 

- Dic.Henson-M 


thank you particularly for your courteous tteat- 
and I ask your pardon for this lengthy letter. 


Yours very truly, 

i 

■ Edward f. heR&o 




3 O tfC 


U. S. " 

STAMP BOOK 


COMPANY, Inc. 


.4 feast 34th. Street. -- " 

New York City Eeb. 19, 19,13. 


Telephone 6187 Gramercy 

V. H. KIMMELMANN 
Advertising Director 


Secretary of the Treasury, 

-Washington, D. U. - 

Dear Sir: / 

. ✓ 

We note through the different news¬ 
papers, you anticipate shortly, a change in 

the United States nickel* 

• v * 

As^we are about to place a large 
number of vending machines on the imrket, these 
machines are toSrend with a nickel only, will 
you kindly let us know, at your earliest con¬ 
venience, whether the -size and thickness of 
new nickel will be different than the one now 
in use, and also how soon ^ou expect to have 
these new nickels in circulation. 

\ 

Any information you may give us in 
this matter will certainly be- appreciated by 

Yours very truly, 

✓ 1 

• U. S. STAMP BOOK CO. -INC, 


ECA/IJL 


• VICE PRESIDENT, 


I 
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**o»«t*ke d-A*-PA*® 
Gaori* F. Rook*, G*n*l M*£r. 


G 


ROOKE 






Hon. 

Dear 


Secretary,Macveigh, 
Washington, D. 0. 
Sir:- 


Automatic Register Co., 

OFFICE "AND FACTORY 

V- j 


Providence, R. I. Feb . J9, 

1915; 


J 


v I have just noticed in the daily paper that the new 

nickel is ordered circulated in the cars in about a week and I judge 
certain slot machine interests hatfe made some objection to the new 
coin. As the diameter of this particular coin is quite a serious 
* matter to us, we wish jrou to have certain Information in reference 
to our fare collecting register ^h4.ch is now upon the market some four 
or five years and there are scores of street railway companies through¬ 
out the United States using these, machines; in fact we have never 
secured a contract from any company and had the registers returned as 
being a failure* and it is predicted that they will become the standard 
register thrqn^hout the U nit e d States.-——- 7 — 

- This register is made to receive 5^ pieces, represent¬ 
ing the universal unit of car fare throughout the United States. I 
am inclosing under separate cover one of our slot pieces which you 
will note is made to receive coins of the largest diameter of any 
nickels now issued, but it would be a serious matter should this 
diameter be increased as thiq machine also takes care of dimes and 
registers two points for * a dime* Therefore the diameter of the 
nickel enters into the construction in this relation. The thickness, 
so long as it is not much thicker than the present nickel, does not 
interfere with our construction. 


The largest city now using our register is Providence 
and the Rhode Island Gompany who control 'practically everything in the 
, city, are collecting over five million dollars annually through these 
machines,- all in nickels* Therefore, you can see that if a coin 
should be., circulated that <wquld not- go into this slot it would mean 
that they would immediately have to discard this system until we 
could make certain changes in the construction, which, I will say, 
is possible, though it would cost .us considerable money. We would 
beg of your; therefore, not to have this nickel circulated until we 
have had chance to change our machines throughout' the country, that 
is, provided the diameter is greater than our present nickel and 
must be maintained;. From a . street railway company T s standpoint 
they would consider it quite a loss to have to discard our register 
as it has been proven again and again that the system is saving them 
approximately 5% of their gross receipts on account of irregularities 
in registration, under the old methods. The register is absolutely \ 
automatic and registers each coin just in advance of its being re¬ 
ceived by the conductor. It is a protection to the honest man as well 
as a protection to the company against the dishonest man and it is 
highly’ endorsed not only by hundreds of conductors, .but officially, 
by the Amalgamated St* Ry. Employee's 1 Assn, of America. 


& 
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Eon. Sec. U&eteig*u 


We hope that we may have some further word and if 
it is possible for you to send us a sample of this coin, we would 
be glad to test it out and write you again. We inclose stamps in 
exchange for tOie coin. r 

Thanking you in advance for an early reply, Veg 

to remain, 


Yery truly yours, 


HOOKE AUTOMATIC REGISTER COMPABY, 




HI C AGO 


phone Company 


GENERAL OFFICES 


February 20, 


r v — 
f— 



3 


0 


IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO 


Dept., 


Mr*. ¥. V. Kelly, 

Acting Director of the Mint, Tree! 

Washington,. p.C. 

% 

.Dear Sir:- 

* \ • r x 

In re-ply to an inquiry I addressed to you in July, 
i q-] p, | a c. ■fen tion e#=ar=ete ange - in' t he "dimensi Oner or 

weight of .the new ^ive cent-(5^) nickel coin, you were good 
enough to reply under date of July 25th (S), that although 
the design was -to he changed, there would he no change :in 

dimensionsor weight of this coin. 

Recently various news items have appeared in the 

press to the effect that the new coins were to he larger than 

« ^ 

the old. May we again trouble you to ~afivlse us if any change 
has been made in the plans or if the new coin is to he of the 
same dimension and weight as the old’ 

< 

f A 

A stamped envelope is enclosed for reply. 

Yours trujLy, 





0 omtnWc ial Bupe rint end e: 



0 :C 


\ 






r — 





_*< '* % \ r « - 

3c>T$\ctf 


Hon* George B* Roberts, 

r f 

Director of the Mint 






Washington, De 0# 

r 

Rear Sir:- , - 

•^v 

W© have received a number of inquiries from our customers, 
of which there are several ibhousana ,using coin counters of different 
designs, regarding the thickness and diameter of the new nickel, 

dch we see from newspaper reports is to be issued ir. about two 

\ 

wee. 

^ . , 

We would greatly appreciate haying you .adTrlse us if there 

is to he any change in the thickness and diameter of the new nickel 
so that we may inform our customers, among which are many street 
railways, othek public utilities companies, banks, etcetera, 

throughout the chuntry• ^ : ' 

Respectfully yojtrs 

i 

Johnson Coin Count♦ 





Sixty-second Congress. 


\ 




JOHN LAMB. VA . CHAIRMAN. 
ASBURY P LEVER. S. C. 
AUGUSTUS O STANLEY. Ky( \ 
GORDON LEE GA. 

EZEKIELS CANDLER. JR.. MISS. 
J THOMAS HEFLIN. ALA. 

JAMES T. MC DERMOTT. ILL. 
JOHN A MAGUIRE. NEBR. 

JOHN J WHITACRE. OHIO. 
CHARLES A TALCOTT, N. Y. 
THOMAS L. RUBEY. MO. 

JOSEPH TAGGART. KANS. 

JAMES YOUNG. TEX. 

H. M. J ACOWAY. ARK. 


GILBERT N. HAUGEti. IOWA. 
JAMES C. MCLAUGHLIN. MICH. 
WILLIS C. HAWLEY. OREG. 
JOSEPH tlOWELL. UTAH 
LOUIS B. HANNA. H. DAK. 
FRANK PLUMLEY, VT. 

'JAMES S. SIMMONS. N. Y. 


II. M. TYLER. CLERK. 


6oi4444i4/Wee ow 

eKo U6& oj> cK wtatvDea- S., 

V 

. . < 2). S. 

Fobrur ri’ 1^1” . 


'.eurnkuyy of hh n ?reat>ur^ , 

i 

hashing V'n, I). J. 


Den ■' 


■>*• • 
~ i 


+ v 


I, nr. in receipt of;- request for infcrnntion rn to 
he site the nev nickel coin vhioh is to he issued o 0r 
o i r'-np nt on. h;/ constituent desires to >noy- if t ,T ill 

V 

ho the erne siro end thiohress ns f h« one nor in use. 
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MANUFACTURERS 


of’ 

,* * ** .« r 


generals^ Office VesterN branch \ 

NEWTORK CHICAGO . 

47 WEST|34U! ST. 218 S. WABASH AVE. 


Music Boxes 
flexaphones 
Pneumatic Cleaners 
Mandolin Orchestrions 
The New Era Press 






New York, February 26, 1913. 


Treasury Department 


Washington, D. O. 


gentlemen: 


As manufacturers of ooin operated automatic music makers, we have 


a good deal of anxiety over the new five cent pieoo which we understand 


will shortly ho put in circulation. 


Thousands of ' ur instruments are scattered over the States and we 


•re Vary anxious to know in what way tiie ne, co 


olu . Isn’t it possible for you to send us a sample of the new c'-in? 

If not, give us the diameter, thickness and weight of. this coin so that 


we will know just what'changes we will have to make in our coin devl^#. 
Thanking you in advance for your ttention 1 1 this master, we beg 


tc remain. 


Yours .very truly 


THE REGINA /UoilPANY 




C*E. 
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Henry Harper Benedict 
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J. Pierpont Morgan, LL.D. 
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Scenic anti ^t0totic®re0erbation Society 


ZEfffmne JBuffiring 


iieto gorfe Citp February 26, 

401 Fifth Avenue. 


1913 


lion. George E.. Roberts, 

Director of the United States Mint, . 

Treasury Department, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Director Roberts:- „ 

^ 4 • 

I thank you for your esteemed favor of the 
24tli instant. ' ■ 

THE NICKEL 5/ PIECES 

. ^ - - < V " _ 

were one of the features of the Indian Memorial, and 
no one more than the President, myself, und our Indian 
•guests, could feel greater’appreciation, nor express 
more marked approval of‘these novel and beautiful 
produhts of the Mint, than were felt and expressed 

V 

when the bog of coins was opened and the pieces dis- 
tributed. - __ 

-v 1 wonder if it is possible to have either 
100 or 200 more of them? The Art people are so much 
pleased with Lnem uu^t they, want more. Two of the 
coins went to the Ste wg Soe ^ cr ty, and two were placed 
on exhibition in the American Numismatic’Society•.• I 

i 

expect to be in Washington on Ifonday and Tuesday, and 
will tiy to visit you on Monday. 


Believe me , 


Very sin 


you rs, 



Pres 








313918 

x 

30 


Brussels,March IS/l 1 !. 



Bear Mr. Roberts: 


I have the honor to acknowledge tee \|5r 
receipt of your letter of the 17th ultiMO requesting ■ 

information in regard to the perforated nicked coins 

% 

in circulation in Belgium. 

. These I am jmre give entire satisfac- 

tion. I .am informel 1by the Director of the .Belgian Mint 

* 

ihat t.hev exjj-er'ience no mechanical difficulty whatever 

r 

in coining then, and he assures me that the use of-ira- 

proved apparatus permits of the cutting of a regular 

hole in the cutting and produces no castings in the 

* 

stomping of the coins, *. ^ - 

The government here has no*t experiment * 
ted with aluminum and at the Mint they say dhiat -oo4.-nama4e— 
of this metal would he, at the ordinary dimensions, entire¬ 


ly--too light. 


As an example of the tendency,which seex^s 


inseparable from advancing civilization,to coin pieces?of 
low denomination, it may interest you to know teat the 

. T 

r 

Belgian coins' of one* and two centimes ar.e greatly used hy 
the wcJricing classes, \ 




u 


- 2 - 


f' _ 




During the past*twelve years two centime pieces to 
the value of $1^,000., anl one centime pieces to the-value 

of §50,000. have been cotnei anl issuel. 

I enclose three niclcel coihs, one ox' each lenobiination, 

as you |requ^s,t. n- 

t 

I have noticel in the newspapers in the last few lays 
ref ere/rices to the-fact that the French Government is about 
to refjace the oil copper “sous” ,which, as yon Know were as * 
clunis^j as the English pennyj, with perforate! nicuei pieces, 

anl if these statements are correct anl the French Government 

% 

has atoptel them, it woull he evilence of their convenience 


anl practicability. 






Respectfully, 



S ' 


Enclosures: 

Three 'nickel coins % 


Hon. George E* Roberts, 

Director of the Mint, ! 

Treasury Department, Washington 


f 
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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 

» c 

Superintendents Office, 



& 

Hon. Geo. K. Roberts, * 

Director of the Mint, 
lashington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

- # ‘ ’T - " ^ 

In accordance with your telegram of 
today 1 am forwarding you herewith two dollars in the new 
design nickels. Ho delivery of these nickels has as yet 

i 

been made, We have $25,000 coined and will be able to start 
20 presses on them in the morning and expect to turn out a 

i 

* , 

\ 

like amount tomorrow. The other four presses are small and 
not strong enough for the coinage of nickel* 


I 




4r 


■> f 


i™ ‘ ’ 


O £■£:*■•. 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 

Superintendents Office, 

February 18, 1913s 


The Director of the Mint* 
Washington, D.C* 


Sir: 



I beg to inform you that in accordance 


with the instructions in your telegram of yester- 


♦ ' * 

day we have stopped the work on one—cent bronze 
pieces and have placed the entire rolling room 
on nickel* The coinage of 'the new five-cant 

r ■ 

piece has been begun and more presses will be 
started as quickly as the blanks can be manufac¬ 
tured* I would thank you to inform me if any date 

U * ' ’ 

has been selected for the issue of-this coin. Please 


advise me of the date, upon which the design was ap- 

\ 

proved* ^ 



We have received orders for the shipment of 
the new five cent piece from the Treasurer U*S* and 
from the Assistant Treasurers* 


V » 
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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 

SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, 

* 

February 20, 1913* 


•. i 


) - 
. i 


Tlfe Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D*C. 

Sir: 


For your informtion I beg to report that we have 
ii hand $30**000 in new design 5-cent nickel pieces, ready 
f(pr delivery, and. expect to have $20,000 additional by 


t omo rxt>w night* 




V. 


■\ 



f 
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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, ) 

SUPERINTENDENT’S OFFICE, 

/ 

Tebruaxy 21, 1913* 


* .~:-a 


C 





The Director of the Mint, 

Ifeshington, D»C* 

Sir: 

I beg to inform you that a delivery of $4D,000 
in new design fiv e cent nicke l piec e* hag been made to¬ 
day and we expect an additional delivery of $25,000 on 
Monday# 



■fcr i t 


t > V x s 






I 



\ 

\ 


\ 
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TREASURY' DEPARTMENT 


THE MINT OF THE UNITED STATES 


OFFICE- OF SUPERINTENDENT 


Denver, CdLO. February 24th*191 


<> t , 


* -- 


i. mimau of iw — 

! REO* FEB £3 «913 1 


The Director of the Mint, 




, y»v* 


Sir: - 


The new nickel dies reached here froia. Philadelphia _ 

Lai^ftorno on . Ao-oroM s e d in- my ...t elegram._.af _t- 


** ' j 

we are making the first delivery of the new coin* this after¬ 


noon - $5,000.00 ih. sunount. I wired you that we could deliv- 


____ * 

er about #4,500 daily; since then I have arranged so that the de-- 


1 .ivories for the next ten days should.average #6,500.00 daily. 


I have a considerable stock .of nickel ingots on hand and am 


~-~r V 


ut il izing the ingot meit ing^robin- force In - the roll-i-ngr room o f 


the coining department and am_ thus .enabled to increase the out¬ 


put over what I estimated a week ago 


*v 


1 -enclose, herewith -five , of-the .new coins, stamped this 


r # 

afternoon. I regard the design as exceedingly artistic and 


. / * 

think the coins are very beautiful. There will evidently be a 


considerable demand for themTboth locally and farther east,and 


I am making every effort to keep up with the demand., 


Respectfully, 



fv 


Superintendent 


I 


i 












The Director of the lfixxt 9 
Washington , D* C* 

Sir: 

* 

I hog to inform you that by tomorrow morn¬ 
ing we will have coined $100|000 in new design five- 
cent nickel pieces* 

Hespectfu ly 9 


Superintendent, 







p— 


11P0 MO 31 Govt 


/• - 


-r > 



V. 




T/^^ASURV 



DENVER GOLO E«b 25 1913" 


Director of Mint 


"Washington, D.C. 


— .fc 




. .utHorit, to Aio.ip.W t S ntJ e f l St thou^*oll.r^pjofit. 

nickel coinage for february so that treasurer , . 





* * * 

Downer, Supt 


\ 


»• 
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Mint of the united States at Philadelphia, 

Superintendents Office, 

Tebruaxy 25* 1913* 


The Director of tho Mint* 
lashington* D # C* 

Sin 

*■ In reply to your telegram of today I beg to 

■t ^ 

zrrrrr^zn — • * ** * ** . . . . . — mm ... . .. ,. - - - - , - 

ad vise, you that ire have on hand orders amounting to 
^ 172*500 for the now dbsign five-oent nickel piece* 
At the dose of business today we will have coined 











Mint of the united States at Philadelphia, 

Superintendents Office, 

< 

♦ .k 

February 27* 1913* 


2//7/G 


fj $ rf i . * 


The Director of the Mint* 
Washington* D.C. 

Sir: 


f £*• $ * — i 


V ► 

1 s 

> i 

u - i 





cent nickel piece now amount to $276,000, and the coinage 
at the close of business today will amount to $178,000* 
$45,000 in the new design nicfcoi piece have this 
day been, shipped' on Transfer Orders to the ‘Subtreasuries. 


Respectfully 



Supe rint eiidettt , 

\ 


• \ 


/ 


i 
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Mint ot i«e Uwr o Statfs at Philadelphia 

S l.) -> i- c ’ ■> r 9 N:: i N" 0' 5 fl •. * h 

March 3, 1913* 






% 


V 


The Director of tha Mint, 
Washington, D,C. 

\ 

Sir*: 


x In rafaranca to tha pattern piocae of the new design 5-cant 

\ . ^ 

# N N \ 

-fllgfegblujpi&cA^ there were struck r in your 


presence, on January 13, 1913, from the Designer^ dies, seventeen 

\ 

^J[17) specimens, Fifteen (not fourteen, as stated in your letter 

\ 

of 24th instant) were take$ hy you, one was retained by the Super— 
intendent of the Coining Department, and one was given to the En- 

* N x 

\ 

graver, \ 

V 

— ~~ \ 

The record of these stands as follows: 

\ 

' \ 

2 placed in the coin collection, (Bureau letter Feb,24,1913} 

6 destroyed, February 28, 1913, 

1 given to the Designer, t >r 

1 placed in the corner-stone of All Souls 1 Church,Washington, 
laid by the President, 

3 not returned by the Secretary of the Treasury, x 
1 lost, (Bureau letter, February 24, 1913) 

1 not~adcounted for, (Mentioned above} 

1 in the possession of the Engraver of this mint. 




lJLn the possession of the Chief Clerk of this mint. 


\ 


\ 


17 total, 

\ 

On January 21, 1913, nine (9) specimens of the new design 

5-cent nickel piece were struck from the dies as modified by the 

/• 

Engraver, These are the dies wjiich were afterward adopted and from 

\ • 

which the coinsyfor circulation are now being struck. The record 

of these special pieces is as follows: 

1 sent to the Bureau, January 21, 1913, 

1 to the Designer, February 5, 1913, 

1 to Mr, Hobbs, February 5, 1913. 

1 sent to the Bureau, February 13, 1913. 

„ _ None of these four has J? eon returned, 

5 destroyed, February 28,1913, a 

total 


i 



*%*-«ra-3=**irre-s*- 


■■■• ... 




. . ,,».,-»T^ i »vWi*.'»*^'f ' .* *•' .' * ' »*'**.'■ ^ 

.,,. ^ |jr -_ : \f-> •• - ,. • _ _ «. 

$UlLk 

' v 


(2) O' 

I 

On February 13 , 1913# four specimens of the new do sign 

* 

5^-cent nickel piece were struck from dies with a diameter 

slightly greater than the standard, These dies were made 

- * 

in order to show the effect of a small space between the 

* 

design and the border and with the intention* if it were 

thought desirable tp have this space* of reducing the design 

so as to bring the coin to tlvi standard diameter* 

* '» * 

The record of these pieces is as follows: 


1 left with tho Secretary of the Treasury,February 14, 

1913* , 

2 placed in tho Cabinet (Bureau letter Tob* 24,1913) 

1 de stroyed, February 28, 1913* 

4 total . 


These are all the pattern pieces struck from the dies of the 

t 

new design 5-cent nickel piece, adopted February 17, 1913, except 

trial pieces struck by the Engraver and tho Superintendent of the 

/ 

.Coining Department, all^of which trial piaces were—Immediately. 
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Mint cf tf:- Untii d States ai PrHLADEuPH!A. 


< '.Lpr/ - \ r )fF CL 



Uareh 3, 1313* 



[ Bureau of ^ 

] 8EC. MAR 5 2 913 

The Director of the Mint* 

Washington, L.G. 

*■ N 

Sir: 

I beg to inf orm you that, in accordance with your 

- 7~*~ . .....:— — — . — -- ■ • ■ . . .. 

letter of the 24th instant, there were destroyed in the 
pMiend’* of-the-Itagtaxer. amd myself sis (6) pattern pieces 
struck from the designer's lies of the new 5-cent nickel 

a - There wero also destroyed at tho same time 'five (5) 

♦ 

pattern pieces struck from the dies of the same piece, as 

modified by tho Engraver; also, one (1) piece struck from 

\ 

the dies of larger diamater; also, four (4) Assay Medals 
of" the year 1911** 3 



V 
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POSTAL TELEGRAPH - COMMERCIAL CABLES 


* *• ccY PncsiiEN 


PCCCIVCD AT 

POSTAL TCUCQA A PH BUiLDINQ 
1*46 PCNN • YLV AN iA AVCNUC 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

TJftrPMOHC* MAIN MOO-««Ol 


TELEGRAM 


DELIVERY No. 




Untie 


1 he Posts! Te!?«rj;h C.’hle Company . Incorpoi ated iransmt'. ind delivers *his message subject tc the terms ant) conditions pnnt°d on the b:nk 0; *h.s bi. "k 


WM —1743 


PAKKT Wti HTftT 


201ch-m 21 GR 


Denver Colo Mbh 7thl3 


&U|) 




Director of Mint 

Waahn,DC. 

* * •« , ^ 

Please have forty thousand - dollars 

« 

deposited and transferred hy wire* 


minor coinage nickel profits 


Downer Supt 455p 








POSTAL TELEGRAPH - COMMERCIAL CABLES 



CLARENCE H. MAC KAY. P8EGIOCNT. 


NIGHT TELEGRAM 



The Postal Telegraph-Cable Compaq (Incorporated'transmits and delivers nightmes: a^es subject to the terms and conditions printed on the back of this blank. 


rf 

CM 


OESiCN PATENT APPLIED FOIt 


8 


64NY Gflf S3 NIGHT GOVT 

< * 

Denver Solo March 6-15 
Director of "The Hint , 


REG.' WAR li- 913 f 



65(1 


\ 




Washington 

Began rilling treasurers orders for. shipment new nickels to 
hanks February twenty fourth and have filled all subsequent orders 
on date of their receipt here. 

Downef Supt. 


436a 
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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 

Superintendents Office, 


-«&• 


March 12, 1913* 


° 4> 


3> 


^he’Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D*C* 


anawtms 

f08O of Wio ir>iot , 

Hi. M Aft ‘^3’ 


<[ jr , ~* J Uir*t2UUai&*^V* »*' v=e “ 


Sir: 


Replying to your letter of the 10th instant. 


asking whether it is not practicable for us to in¬ 
crease the output of new nickels, I beg to say that 
we are now running the melting, rolling and coining 
rooms on overtime and are making every endeavor to 

keep up with the demand for the new coin* Since the 

$ 

first of March we have,coined $350>000 in nickels 
and we -think that this is doing remarkably well* 


Respectfully 



Sup erint e ndent, 




i 




\ 



POSTAL TELEGRAPH - COMMERCIAL CABLES 


CLARENCE M. MACK#*. . P* .sioent 


POSTAL TCL£GRAPH BUILDING 
1340 PENttOYlVANiA AVBNUC 

WASHINGTON, D, C s 
XcUfhoni s main eooo-eeof 


GRAM 


delivery 
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s mess 


DESIGN PATENT Ns. 4062S 



e terms a 




e bac 



■ 


614 AG. MR. 19 G. R. 

i 

Dtfcver, Col©#» Maroh 26-1915* 

i! 

Director of Mint, 

_ , Washington, D. o* 

Please have fifty thousand dollars nioksl profits deposited end 


trsnsf errred by wire. 

,v t Downer| Supt., 


1153 je/J. 
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OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT 


TREASORT DEPARTM ENT 


MINT OF THE UNITED STATES 


San Francisco, Cal. 


April 29, 1913 




Director of the Mint, 


Bureau ^ the 


Washington, D • C « '4i ,,w, 


P 


£; 






Sir:« 


Your telegram of the 29 th., instant, directing us 
to discontinue the coinage of* nickels, received, I had 
anticipated this order some ten or twelve days ago, 
finding that we had a ^sufficient stock on hand to 
supply the revues tie for the new nickels for some time 

1 

to come*. It is somewhat remarkable, notwithstanding . 

7 " 

the great number of the new nickels that have been 
taken out through banks and priviate individuals, that 
►they do not appear as yet in general circulation. While 
going about, the city, and especially while traveling on 

street cars, I have failed to see a single one of the 

* 

new nickels changing hands and have made many inquiries 

^ , 

aS/-io the observations of others, and find about the 

same experience. 

As our stock of half dollars is very low, I will 
* • • < 
make a small run on that denomination before closing 

s 

» * i * 

down for settlement,' as al3o a run on bronse. With the 
Philippine work necessary to complete before settlement, 

<0 

* t 

I will have no opportunity to coin any gold. 

V * * 

Respectfully, _ 



TTV^cr ■ * 



■ s userinteni^.+ 




I 





OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT 


% - f 2 > 

3 // 


TREASURE DEPARTMENT 

MINT OF THE UNITED STATES 
San Francisco, Cal. 

MajN 16 , 1913- 


-■4 



Director of the Mint, 

Washington, Df G. < 

% 

Sir: ' 

In reply to your letter of the 12th., instant, 

\ 

I "beg to state that we have on hand of 

the buffalo-indian head design nickels from the old 
dies. These will he stored and none win he given 
out until further notice is received from you. 

We will make nickel ingots on Monday and will 
he able to begin distributing l j-cent pieces from 
the new dies by Frida 


f 



I — 




the Mint of the United Stattes at Philadelphia, 

SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE. 

Mar 23, 1913. 


r 


The Director of the Mint, 
laehington, D.O. 

s 

Sir* 

A 

In reply to your letter'of the 22d Instant I beg 

w ~-ir -• ... ' “ . 

to Inform you that the coinage of the first variety of the 
buffalo 5-cent nickel piece ceased on May 8th* The regular 

coinage was 30,992*000 pieces, proofs 1,520, total 30,993,520 

<? 

pieces. Th# last delivery was on May 9th, $22,730.00. 

\ ‘ .. 

The coinage of the second variety began on May 9th. end 

the first delivery was on the following day, $7*300.00. 

Deepest fully, . 

Acting Superintendent* 




ft OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

• , • { 

MINT OF THE UNITED STATES- 

San Francisco. Cau. 

May 26, 1913- 


\ 


Director of the Mint, 


WashingtoD. C. 


Sir:- 


Bureau of the mint 
RECDJv P SI 1913 




In r^ply to your oomrqunicatiorixof the 22nd., 




Eggs - ■ ISssSK' — 








instant, I beg to advise that we struck 2 , 105,000 

r. 

pieces of the Indian head-buffalo design nickels 

.x — . . .. 

from the original dies, and discontinued their 
use on April 19, 1913* 

SeapeebWlly, 




(T^ - y 0 





Sup erInt endent. 








V 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


) 


OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT 


THE MINT OF THE UNITED STATES 

Denver, Colo. May 27th,1913. 


c 


7 


. ■ - -■ n M , ltJ 

i' Bureau of tHr'mint 
'RF.CD/'' '' £1 '313 


—» li i‘jpi rj*tr rr 'QiA 


The Director of the Mint, 

Washington, D.C. 

Sir:- 

V 

Referring to your letter of the 22nd instant,- 
there were coined at this institution from the original 
design Buffalo nickel pieces to the number of 5,337,00(1. 

r 

Coinage oi these^ims discontinued on April 29th as per 
your telegram of that date, and issuance of them was stop-* 
ped on May 16th,the date of receipt of your letter of the 
13th instant. 

. - - * « 

- Re epect fully, 

\ 



% m f Q (s ^. '-6 ' 

• » i t 

v 
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POSTAL TELEGRAPH - COMMERCIAL CABLES 



CLARENCE M MACKAY. PnsiDlNT 



AM 



The Postal Telegraph Cable Ccmpar.y i Incorporated transmits and delivers this message subject to the terms and conditions printed cn the back of this blank 


lew—11957. 


DESKIM PATENT No. 



116ckrw 84 Govt 

Denver^Co £ug 20 1913 
Director Of Mint 

Washington DC 


v. • 


Referring t o . You r letter May twelfth-and m y rep l y L -way^ 

I _ - --- 

sixteenth concerning nickels of Indian Buffalo design have order 
from Treasurer for shipment twenty thousand 

t ' 

dollars nickels. Have one hand hut seven, thousand dollars 

. _ —- - . - “ 

in nickels struck from modified dies kut have on hand 

i 

one hundred fifteen thousand dollars nickels Indian'-Buffalo 

N ' I * ’ - ** t *■ 

% \ 

• / * — - ' •» - 

- dasign -struck. -frost Original dies, in view of your dlrecion in 

< , - f - . 

letter May twelfth to store original die nickels until further 
notice ask for instructions 

- -Downer Supt 4 

» 655p* s~ 


/ 



\ 











ROYAL MINT-. 


4th. January, 1912, 


Doar Mr. Clark, 

•p ~ . ... 


-Jr 


SS^ 


sgyj&Ss 


I received your letter of the 16th. ultimo 

* 

in the midst of Christmas cunfusion but will try and 
send a reply this week: it is, however, rather a complex 
question you ask and I^dont feel t*hat I have command of 

all the facts. 

Your two minor coins are: 

5 cent - Nickel Bronze, 0. 835" diam.- and"J7. 16 grains weight. 


X * 


V: 


,1 cent - Bronze °is 7 ® 0 " " ' 4 ' 8 \° 

s '- / 
and you want to add another coin which may be 3, 2f or 

, . . • 

£ cent. It seems^jz^Tear that such a coin would not be 
acceptable if it exceeded the 5 cent in size and, as coins 


go, that is fairly small. Ii^ <i ur own Colonial and Indian 
coins there are. the following minor Coins wh.Uch are 

t 

comparable as regards size and value with the.one you 

* * 

have in view. I refeu; only to such as are designed to be 

readily identified and pass by those of ordinary shape.- 

* **<1 

INDIAN 'ANNA. This, to which you particularly refer, 
is struck only at Bombay, and from the introduction/of 

* 4 _ 

this coin in 1908 to the end of 1910^ no less than 

‘ • •' - •_ i 

84,592,"00-0 were struck. We* have no experience, of striking 

them, having only advised on .mechanical points on their 

* , * ♦ 

introduction and prepared all their standard gauges and 
various tools, but-I have understood from the authorqtits • 

i 

at Bombay that, the work progresses now very smoothly and 

4 * 

no serious"difficulties are experienced, while the dies 

A th.* wei %K t 

stand well. The metal is nickel-bronze, 25^5 nickel,^ 60 grains, 
I can only find that v we have two of these pieces in the 


Mint 


Mint and .'no of these is enclosed. I am pretty sure that 


these coins are not "marked" or milled but that the edge 
is entirely brought up in the press. We sent a special 
n the_ pro filing machine ^ type for forming the 
cutters, bed-plates,' dies and collars and I presume this 
machine is still in use. The greater and less diameters you 

will se*e coi'respond approximately with those of your two 

) 

minor coins. 

NIGERIA ONE-TENTH PENNY, and East Africa and Uganda 

1 cent (of a rupee = Is. 4d. ) and £ cent* Specimens of the. 

/ 

blanks - marked and unmarked- a.nd..»>f all .these coins are 
enclosed; They are of nickel-bronzfe (25% nickel) and their 


- ' * v y.. ^ t : ;u 

weights and diameters are as follows:— 

Nigeria one-tenth penny 0.80 w diam. and 30 grains weight. 


Uganda 1 cent 


0 . 88 


0. 80 


45 , 


All- those blanks f as well as larger.'-nes which we make 
for coins up tc our penny size (1.213 M ) ape cut in special 
machines we have fitted up - the- hole .-being -first punched c - 

and a pump centre then passes - a fit - into the hole while 

. < ' 

the disc is ^eut, Vorv good centreing is secured and practice 

✓ V 

ally no waste. Great care" is necessary to secure that the 

das i g*n on both sides is reasonably symmetrical round the 
7 / - 

h -i l e - .*thcrwiae y e ou canpOt maintain it circular - and two 

\ 

very shallow lumps are left in the cenifes' of the dies 

which do not touch wh/Gn the blow is given but serve to ^ 
r * .* y ' 

centre the blank an4 finish the edges of the hole. 

The pieces y&vo easy to cut and strike and present no 

serious difficultiesf.The hole was preferred as the natives 

i,f Africa were expected to string their coins, but I hear 

this is rarelv done: I *dont- like ,the system as a means of 

distinction: 






N 



$ 


If 3 HP 1 «f *- *■ 


distinction: it is'iiscless when coins are in rouleaux,, 
harbours dirt and only really serves when coins hre spread 
out. You will note that we have got the weight down to a 
very low figure and the piecesp-re thin: nevertheless they 
coin fairly well and i.n 1910 we averaged 80, 869 pieces of 

* 

30 grains per pair of dies and 205,451 of the 45 grain 

' » r 

pieces per pair, 

CEYLON 5-ccnt (of a rupee). Soon after the introduc- 
•tion of the Indian serrated \nna, Ceylon asked to have a 
special S^cent piece (= ono-twentieth rupee, whereas the anna 
s one-sixteenth rupee) and we' designed the square coin with- 
rounded corners for them* It weighs also 60 grains and is 

/ 

of n i c k e 1 - b r o n z e ’ (25/« nickel). I can speak highly of this 

\ " x 

design. It is easily distinguishable (even in the dark and 

wearing a glove), cann't be fraudently altered to re . emble 

\ 

any other coin, is very easy to coin.and excep.t i onab ly 

*-5 • 

economical in the waste of metal in cutting (while about^o^ 

i * ' 

\ . 

of'the strips for sovereigns is returned to the melting 

trouse, only about 30$ of the p/cent' Cey Ion metal is so 

% * 

returned). No "marking" is necessary and the comsumption of 
dies is very low - each pair having pr^duceti eh an averarg-e^ 
193, 426 pieces during our last coinage. Of course their 
circulation is limited to Ceylon but we hear that, they are 
very popular in the island and six million have been 
issued s ince their introduction in "1909. The only-mechanical 


difficulty we had to face was in feeding the press btft.* 

_ r t^is^was basi ■ v overcome and I should think your automatic 

” * *■ * 1Y * 


.,, i, 


' ^ ^ u. r 


B " D T r ' •' * » r r . t 

h op port? would readily I theirs e Ives to such a form. 

rt/ _ w 


I’hojpe I have deadt with the main questions raised 
by your letter but if you want any other details pray write 

i 

i 

me again. As to cost of the coin you/, can judge better than I 

i 

i 

: . ' can, 


* 


^ K 




, , 

can, knowing as you will the prices of the several metals 
in the States, but I am sure you can assume that the 
manufacturing cost of the square coin will be less than 
4rhnrir"YFF a round coin of a similar weight. I need not warn 
you to keep the piece as thick as possible to save the dies. 
I should much like to hear how you are getting on 

with the automatic- balance we specially made for you. I 

- . ' \ 

have heard nothing except that it has been received. 

r In order to make t<ke - above -explanations- clearer 

' . < 

I enclose herewith four specimens of each of the following 

UGANDA ONE-CENT (45 Grains) Unmarked Blanks, Marked Blanks 
a^d Finished Coins. ' 

UGANDA HALF-CENT or NIGERIA ONE-TENTH PENNY (30 Grains), 
Unmarked Blanks, Marked Blanks and Finished Coin? 

* t * 

(Uganda and Nigeria). * 

FIVE - 

CEYLON ##*cpp-CENT (60 Grains), Unmarked Blanks, (no marking 

"i. 

required) and Finished Cains. 

Toffoiher with the Indian Anna' above mentioned. 


Yours truly, 



H. • Clark Esq, 


i 


I 


I 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


WASHINGTON 


OFFIOE OF . 

TREASURER OF THE UNITED STATE8 

IN REPLYINO QUOTE IHITIALS 




April 7, 1913. 




/ 


an 




I 

I 



j 


V 


^Honorable J. S. Williams, \ 

Assistant Secretary of the Treasury. 

Sir: - 

* i=» A \ 

In compliance with your oral request, we submit the follow¬ 
ing opinion as to the advisability of installing in the Subtreas¬ 
uries at New York and Chicago, the automatic weighing machine 
manufactured and In use at the Philadelphia Sint. 

In order to detirmihe the fitnert of gold-coin, that is--to ; 
say whether it is current, uncurrent or light, each piece received 
by the Government is weighed- by hand on a very delicately, ad justed 
balance. This is- a alow and laborious process, and, undoubtedly, 
a better method should be found. In the attempt of the ComlTrtree 
on Subtreasuries to accomplish a mechanical separation of the fit 
from the unfit gold coin, Dr. Andrew, then Assistant Secretary, 
was requested to authorise it to examine the Napier Automatic Ita- 
chine which had been purchased by him during his incumbency as 


Director of the Mint, and which was then at the Philadelphia Mint. 
The ne cessary autho r ity wae grantod-and wa proceeded to the_Mlnt_^ 
(on two occasions) and gave the Machine a thorough try out. The 


test did"not result satisfactorily,, but while on the ground we 

( 

found in operation a machine built at the Mint which would do^ex?- 
actly what was required. ' This^machine is in every-day use, and 


J 


\ 





I 



I 




\ 


/ 


weigh* either gold or *ilvernrith a degree of exactness that i* 
almost uncanny, in every ease throwing-the fit and unfit/coin* 
Into separate compartments* All of its parte are in plain viewj 


it can he readily adjusted by an operator of comparatively little 
experience to weigh and separate at a difference of l/5 of a grain, 
and as it is made on the ground - any part of the macfcinets*stoc1f* 

etnd can be procured at a moment's notice* It combines all of 

, \ 

the good qualitie* or the Hapler <Kftgli*h) and Weie* (Austrian) 

• ♦ 

machine*, together with original Idea* of-^the builder - ideas gain- 

% 

ed by experience and the study jof various other machines* 

We have not been successful in having the matter taken up 

£ ~S - - - "** - - »— -. - -,-- 

since reporting to Dr* Andrew, but most heartily recommend the 

♦ 

installation of a four-beam machine in the Subtreaaurles at Mew : 
York and Chicago* 

$800 each* 


\ 



A 


i 
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. OFFICE C»F 

TREASURER OF THE UNITED 8TATE8 

IN REPLYING QUOTE INITIAL* 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

Washington 

/ * » 

Apr 13. *7 t 1913 . 


Honorable J. S. Williams, 

Assistant Secretary of the Treasury. 

Sir: - ._..^ . -. •• 

^^In^compliance with your oral request, we submit the follow- 

ing opinion a. to the advisability of installing in the Subtreas- 
uries at New York and Chicago, the automatic weighing machine 
manutactured and iii use at the Philadelphia Mint. 

I 

In order to determine the fitness of gold coin, that is to 

f 

\ 

say whether it is current, uncurrent or light, each piece received 
by the Government is weighed by hand on a very delicately adjusted 
balance. This is a slow and laborious process, and, undoubtedly, 
a better method should he found. In the attempt of the Comittee 


on Subtreasuries to accomplish a mechanical separation of the fit 
from the unfit gold coin, Dr. Andrew, then Assistant Secretary, 
was requested to authorise it to examine the Napier Automatic Ma¬ 
chine which had been purchased^by him during his-incumbency as 
Director of the Mint, and which was then at the Philadelphia Mint. 

t • * t 

The necessary authority was granted and we proceeded to the Mint 


(on two occasions) and gave the machine a thorough try out. The 

test did not result satisfactorily, but while on the ground rfe 

1 

found in operation a.machino built at "tha Mint which would do ox— 

‘ ’ A 

-A 

actiy what was required. This machine is in every-day use, and 


f 




- 2 - 




weighs either gold or silver with a degree-o-f- exactness that is 


\ 


almost uncanny, in every\case throwing the'fit and unfit coins 

into separate compartments* All of its parts are in plain view; 

✓ 

» 

it can be readily adjusted by an operator of .eomparatively little 
experience to weigh and separate at a difference of l/§ of a grain 

* V » * 

and as it is made on the ground any part of the machine is **tock” 

\ 

and can be procured at & moment’s notice. It combines all of 

the * good qua!iti es of the Kapler (English).. and. -Wei m v i Jkvmtr 1 an )_^ 

* 

machines, together with original ideas of the builder - ideas gain 

j ' 

A ■ ( I 

ed by experience and the study of various other machines* 

We have not been successful in having the matter taken up. 

» , ♦ 

since reporting to Dr* Andrew, but most heartily recommend the 
installation of a four beam, machine in the Subtreasuries at.New . 
York and Chicago* The approximate cost of the machines will be, 


? 


§800 each* 


Very respectfully, 






sv 


• / 




i 'VI, 


i 



Si i 


3 Macdougal Alley» 

Manhattan, 

New York fiity, N.Y., 

v * 

4?$b. 21at, 1913» 


Gejorge. B- Roberts, Esq.» 

Dir6<jt#o!T of the Mint, 

e ' < 

Treasury Departments ...... 

. Waehington, D. C. 

\ 

Bear Mr* Roberts-- 

I have received your letter'of the 19th enclosing 
formal voucher for me to sign, and asking me to return.the same 
signed by me; the description of service reading, Preparation of 
designs, • obverse and reverse, for a new five-ient nickel piece and 
incidental expenses connected therewith, as per agreement dated 
Dec. 18th, m2*, which service-"-is darted in voucher as <?f Jan. 6th, 

1^1 3 e 

I have signed the above and return it herewith, how-, 
ever, in under to comply with the. request in yopr letter of th* 
iDth that- I sign the enclosed voucher and let the-mat tens of my 
actual cash disbursements and services -required by the- Hobbs Mfg^- 
Co., /and which you requested me to perform, and in writing you and 
seeing the formal voucher, I am sure you will understand: my posit: 


You will remember that on Sept. 16th, 1912,.you wrote 
me "that -the President gave him (Secretary MmcVeagh) carte Blanche 


I 


I 



G.leJfU -3’ 


.h**d, so X «h» *« -***■• It i. ^ of- 

course, that there wag no fo Jgal acceptance of the design unjrfl your 
letter of Oct. 18th, IS12, 'but, is it not a fact that from long before 
Sept. 16th or Dec. 18th, 1912. you had frequently asked me to confer 
with the Hobbs. Manufacturing Co., Mr. Hobba and others with the on^ 
idea of trying to make the design, and coin finally struck from the 
dies made from the design fit the coin-detecting machine and was it 
within our understanding when I was first requested to make -the de¬ 
signs that I should include within my understanding such matters as 
conferring, with the Hobbs people and giving so'much of my time trying 

to meet 'their demands, & **5^ 

known to' even £ou and Secretary MacV.saghr *») «***y as the 

part of July, 1912, you spoke werbally to me of the objections certain 

slot-machine people were making, and in khe fatter.jjmrt o ? Aw gaat* _ 
192 - 2 1 you will remember year asked me to comply with their require¬ 
ments as far as I could without injuring the design . It seems to me 
that it is just at this point where I-began to make disbursements 
and render services, always . however, as I have said, at jrour-j» 


in order to make the coin Tit the machine. 

; '' T herefore ,1 believe - that the following disbursements 

and services (between July,' 1912, and Dec, 18th, 1912) should be 

paid besides the amount stated in the voucher si gned and returned - 

herewith, and which is signed and 'returned on the understanding that « 

it will not foreclose me on the question of iny right to be^heard 

V 

further on the propriety and legality of the following itemized* 

* 

far as possible, statement of disbursements and services: 








«v 


I 






G,S*R. 


-3« 


July 9 & 10,1912, 


* 


■\ 


July 3r6y m2, 


Actual disbursements en trip to*£»*:; . 
ington (3 days) at Secretary MacVeagh’a 

request,. 

Act vial disbursements o f trip t o .»•» 

Mr. French at ' *.”.** ' “ 

requ*tit t 



S,pt. e - 9. 1912, Actual disbur cements on Tlait to Wseh- 


Hot.!?:,' 1912, 


Doc. 15 - 16,1912, 


ington to 860 Secretary MacYeagh at 
Mr. Hebert* • request * » ' 

Actual disbursements on- trip to Waoh- 
ington to show Secretary: JHacYaagn and _ 
at». Rot arts tha electro**plats reduction® 
as. "sweatted" together, 

Actual disbursements on riait to Maeh- 
ington to ss* Secretary'MacVeagh at 
Mr. Roberts* request, 

Serrlcee from about Sap temb er 16th to Dec 
18th, 1912,. in conferences with Mr. 

Hobbi, Mr. Reith, the inrentor.andMr. 
Carpenter, and attempting by remodelling 
..sto~..aAe^...laJ*W« demands of »f...Hobha* 
all it the requestor _Mi*, Rob erta, 
coverlHg fn the’aggr agate 7 20 hour*, 

er 

X ia^rs- figured- my 43^®® 

an hour, Which I am 'confident..any corn - 
patent artist will say is rery low 

indeed. c '~' "7 “ . 


135.00 


5ihO 


24.75 


23*40 


26.00 


r* 


720700 


.65 


I feel, further, that the following disbursements and ____. 

apices (between Dec. 18th, 1912 end Fsh. 14th, 1913, inc^ ) Should 

.-- u '» j - ■ 1 - “ • : \ 

also be paid- to me. And there is Just about, equal. equity in this and 

v 0 

the last. I hair# separated them here because in a way they might 
be legally considered on a slightly different basis: 



4 - 
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X 


Jan. 7. .1913, 


Fat. 14, 1913, 


Actual disbursements on trip bo Phila- 
delphia «t Mr. Robefts’-requesb, • 

Actual disbureejnsnts on trip to W*sh-_ 
lngtott bt Sac ratary MscYesgh’ a. raqwaat .. 

through Mr. Roberta, 

/ 

Services- since Dec. 13, 1912, to and 
including Peb. 14, 191^, in conference 
with itr. Hobbs, Ifa*. Rslth, sttjd snaking 
fur that a ttsnipt a to satisfy the - require¬ 
ments of Mr. Hobba and tha others, all 
at the raquest Of Mr. Roberta, cohering In 
the aggregate 504 hours, 

H.B. Hare again I hare figured my time 
at #1.00 an hour, and am as, confidant 
as passible that any- competent artist 
would say Is wary low indeed. 



7.50 

50.00 



504.00 


#561.50 


I am writing you thus fully because 1 feel it is quite pos- 

* _ ______ __ . 

eible you or Secretary MacVeagh rssllyhardly appreciate how much 

time and actual cash disbursements, which aapactally as to my time 

- ' 

in this case makes a seriously discoursging showing, when I confront 
the opportunities X have missed "because of the cri t ici ism of the &a±n~ 

- X. ’ _ .. ___ _ _ , % * 

d et e c~t i ix|j> machine pe=©phe r ehich £ felt I hav^e had to meet point by 

4 t ' 

> point because you and Secretary MacVeagh requested me to, and also 

" : because - of "the" loyali ty of ordinary human nature. ; " 

• •*> 

Thanking you Tor your hejbhereof the 19th Inst., and trusting 
I may hear from you in She very ‘iteeor future*- 

; ’ ‘ > _ k 1 ' 

j Yours aery truly, 

- < 

s'- _ 

; 

i - 

L 

« 

* > 
j 







mm 


Jfefe. 26th, 




Gteorge E* Roberts, 'Esq. , 

* «o» t 

Birector df the Mint, ' 

w / 

Treasury Department, 

Washington, D. C. 

* e 

/ . 

Bear Mr. Roberta:-i ' ♦ 

Your letter of the 2.9th ikst. reached me yesterday, end 

. . v c 

I e-m smswering i-t • wi th e 1 1- - pe -8^-i-h4e--hsate^ - X eha . l l. :-£xy. to do ld_- 

taking up each of the paragraphs .in- -order-~~aa.- .they. bi. PP®sr, ~ — 

* # 

* 

letter. 

.. .. _ , . . 'tr*. 

A 

% 

' -f 

(l) You say' you are embarrassed "by ray "bill f or expenses 

services running back of January 6tbr, 191a, Which waa the date 

♦ 

the dies were given *a successful- test*, f take it here you ^ 
to vour fetter to me ofJDeCemb <*¥ l&tJi, 1912, which letter reaift. 

part "you are authorized to complete add perfect the dlaighs, x * * 

• • * ^ 

x *~-w~r- ^ --a ndr - ^oe n ^hs-- cofflq^^ thl flrial al* 



ceptance of the models, and after a successful Wbrkihg test of the 
dies, you will be paid, as full compensation for the same and for 
incidental expenses in connection the sum of $2,500.* I don’t feel 
myself that it is reasonable to take these last words as. including 
any services or incidental expenses except those necessary to 
the "models”, which was really a very simple thing for me to do. 


V 


v> 


4 




a.IUR. -2- 



unless the Hobbs people had kcfpt at me all the time atid #o I had 
been required not only to "complete tbs models*, but also to make 


all kinds of experiments in trying to satisfy the Hobbs people^ and 

really, as it seems to me, still at your request » X kne# Hobbs 

* 

people had been coming in continuously up to before De&^tfher 18th, 
1912, snd I had met them as far as I could at your written gx spoken \ 
request. If, however, you had no knowledge of my cont inued efforts 

to meet the Hobbs* people demands made between Die amber 18 th, 1912, 

* / : 

and January 6th, 1913, and did not expect me to make these efforts, 

V ' 

0 

then I can see how I have worked for no one is liable as to this 
^"particular time. 

Quite beyond this of course, hoWever, are my claims fbr 
disbursements and services before December 18 th, 1912,, and the part 
of my second claim at least from January 7th to February 14th 2 1913.. 

' * * * - - »-*• • •, , , ^ __ ^ * "v * f 

1 ' ' . . 

* 4 “* W ^ ' 

(2) Taking- up the. third Jistfragnapli of y.esur. letter, I do 

f , , » 

remember that on December 15th, 1912, then I was in Washington you 

**>■ , 

i 

spoke of the subject of my compensation and my recollection of what 


was agreed upon is the same as yours, except that I hid not under? 
Stand that the further disbursements made and services to be reftdet%d 


byma Include d such a h eart-breaking series of cohfwri^oas snd at¬ 


tempts to satiafy^the Hobbs people -bstween December 18th, 1912, 


services and disbursements all practically made necessary by the 
Hobbs people and performed after December 18th, 1912, could not verS^ 

4 • 

well have been even considered in our conversation, because as I 

. w 

understood the formal approval in your letter of Dederfrher 

/ • y 

(not October 18th, i§12 as .y^nftously stated in eft'y last lettdi* T.lrtsi'} 


i 






V 


G.E.fi: 
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did not in ?*ny way contemplate any.fy^t&er things to toe don# by me 
except corapleting furthei^o^e, 1 cannot see how the fcarnal 

approval (Deb^mber 18th, 1912) dont emplates in any way that the 

$2,500.00 fcher«\ientioned shall cover my time or . expenses in preparing 

v % ■' * - '—<. / 

K ' ' * 

the dies.’ . 

• • ^ / * 

In paragraph 5/of your letter ft op of p.2) you say you. 

understood at the J;i^e of our speaking, December 15-16-, 1912, that 
• * > « 

the $2500.00 should cover everything to date *and so * muck mor e as 

* • ' - * ' 

would he necessary to the dies .for the successful working 

* ff y b 

test". I must say I cannot see just how the formal approval, December 

I8th, 1913, contains or implies any such conclusion as seems so plain 

' " < ‘ • - . ! 

to yo.u -* it's just a question , of seeing things differently, and no 

/' * v * * 

TauTc ;6n either side. . . ; v 


further in parag r a p h 5 of your letier {top p.2) you wri-ie 

* 

* * 

that if I -had teen expected to be paid further for Ay efforts to 

r • ■ • "~s. \ 

adapt the coin to the machine, I should hays spoken ofTTT~to you - 

naturally never a thought of such a thing came into ray mind for what 

, . 1 ' 
else could I infer from your conversation than that it meant an 

approval by the Secretary and hot an approval to be subject bo the 

» \ 

Hobbs' people—further criticism. .. ■-* -...* 

9. . la making the same kind .of argument in the very. last, sentence 


answer- 


-tSe—aam#y hew 


had in my mind possibilities that our very conference itself excluded 


Finally I trust I have not made.my letter too long. If my 
arguments do not alter yours or Secretary MacVei|%h'S opinions as . 


f 






- -a-.-, will von not plpase -serid ««-, a voucher for 

stated in your letter,, will you noi pj.s»= 

•• = «. vnn h>»ink I am entrn"ed:'lJ'o- f " exFirained 

auc h. further compensation as you trim* x am «n » 

in the next to the last paragraph of your letter; 


1 .will then return 


it signed. ... ^ .. „ _ . 

I hope that Secretary MacVeagh may have an opportunity to 

t ^ 0 

look over these papers. - 

With kindest'regards, 


Yours very truly, 



3 Jfc*ei| 0 ugal Alley, 

■b * 

• ' Wf# ¥q*£ Si-fey 


£ffe, 26th, ISIS 


Grecrge E* Roberts, Esq. , 

Director cf -the-. Wirt, 

\ 


Treasury De^rtmeht, 


Dear Mr. Roberta: - 


Washington, D.. C. 

\ 

\ 

\ 


-v Your Letter of the 29th inst. reached me yesterday, end' 
I am answering it with *22 possible Haste. I shall try to do. so 

each of the p a rag^r a ph s In order bb they appear—in you r ~ 


letter 


»v *««• x Vt 


A- 


(I) You say you are embarrassed by my bill for expanses a 
services running back of January 6th, 1913, which was the date when 
the dies were given "a successful test". 1 take it here you refer 



• — 1 mil*** 

in '$ 


to your letter to me of DSfeemhe# l6tK, i9i£, WhlOh letter 

t_..".you .. *FJL authorised.. to..Cjcanp$Ats«-aiM^- a t - ae-tt 
x x x x x, and upon the .completion of the same 
Ceptance of th e models, and a f ter a 


the filial ad¬ 


dles, you will be paid as full compensation for the same and for youf 


incidental expenses in connection the sum-of $2, 500^" I don’ t feel' 

myself that It -fcs r e asonabl e fro take these last-wordees including 

, * \ 

any services or incidental expenses except'those necessary to 
the "models",, which was really a yery simple thing for me to do. 











Gr.E.R. 


/ 


- 2 - 

t I 

unless the Hobbs people had kept at me all the time and #9 I had 
been required not only to "complete the’ models", but also to make 

~ q . - ' 

all kinds of experiment s in t r yin g- to satisfy the jtobbs. people and - 
really, as it seems to me, still at your request - 'I kne.W tfte Hobbs 
peopte. had been coming incontinuously up to before Deppiiiber 18th r 
1923, ssnd I had mat them as far as I could at your written or spoken 
request. If, howeyer, you had no knowledge of my continued efforts- 

to meet- the Hobbs* people demands made between December 18th, 1912, 

/ 

and January 6 th, 1913, snd did not expect me to make these efforts, 
then I can see how 

par*tie ular t ime • 

Quite beyond this of ..course,, however* ..are, my claims for _ . 

disbursements and service’s before Deceiaber l' 8 th, 1912, end the part 
of my second cla im at least' from January 7th to February 14th, 1913. 

t ^ *• » , w* «. , •• - - ^ g • »- > » * , »»>>»• » J. r r c~ -wy» ■■ « v *--■•<» - »•“■»-» - * *•»’>"•— «r »■«* ■»• V «•» > ' kj • v " l * ,v » 

*• • -V/ 

* ‘ * 

(2) Taking up the third paragraph of your letter, I do 

t d 

remember that on December 15th, 1912, when I was In Washington you 

, — 

spoke of the subject of my compensation and my recollection of what 
' was agreed upon is the same a_s_ypurs, except that I did not under* 

a 

Stand tb^fc -_ tbr©~ iPuffetr” di-sbur semen ts and services - to 

—By W e inolude a ' Buch a "iie art-b r eaking series of conference* and at* 

, • ^ * / *• * 
tempts to the Hobbs people between December 18th. 1912. did. 

/tnuary 6 th, L 1913, and even as late as FebVxiary 14th last. Thesd 

services and disbursement s all-practically made necessary by the 

Hobbs people and performed after December lfith, 191 2 , could not very 

* - 

well have been even considered in our conversation^ because as t 
linderstood the formal approval in your letter of Deedliber i&th f 

x • 

(not October 18th, 1912 as errenSously stated in hfy last letter Ibtsr) 


I have worked for flo ons is liable as to this 

’ - . > ■ f 





i 
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-3. 


*\ 


did not in any way contemplate any further thing* fcp be dona by ae 
dxcapt completing nMid|^l8j' furthejn&o r e* I cannot see how the forms 1 


approval* (December 18 th, 1912 contemplates- in BJiy “way that tlie r 

* % - > 

$2,500.OO there mentioned shell cover apy time or expenses in preparing 
the dies. ' 

r 

In paragraph 5 of your letter (top of p.2) you say you 

_ __ • 

understood at the time .of our speaking, December 15-I6-, 1912, that 

* - - 

the $2500.00 shoul<| cover everything to date *&nd so much more as 
would he necessary to pr«p»r» the -dies for the successful working 

> •»- jo 

test". I must say I cannot-see just how the formal approval, December 


18th + _l&13 + conta ins or- 


siich conclusion as seems, so plain 


to you - it's just a question of seeing things differently, and no 

a 

fault on either aides - - 

.Further ,in .psragr»pjb..:,a..Qf . yxmx.. letter .(top. p. 2).you write. 

that if I had been expected^ to he paid further for Ay efforts to 

- -T» • / , * 

- ' i 

adapt the coin to the machine, I should have spoken of it to you - 

naturally never a thought of such a thing came into my mind for what 

\ 

elsa could I infer from your conversation than that it meant an 

1 ■ - >' 

approval hy the Secretary and not an approval to he subject to the 

- a -* «- * *4.. i. . ♦-» * - j- 

•-«- * —- - A .. . *> ^ - . 

Hobbs’ people further criticism. 


* \ 


__3.«.t _ ~r 


'T' 


■ ■* g Q-tv. -roxx»ras 


In making the same kind of argument in the very last sentence 

* , t 

r o^~thie^ paragraph, i»y ~answer is" exactly the same-, ho w couid I ha-ve- 



had in my mind possibilities that pur very conference itself excluded:* 



SinaHy I trust ^ have not madi my letter too long. If my 

* 4 * 1 . ’ 

rguments do not alter yours or Secretary Mac Vest's opinions as 


i 


i 








r 


Cr.E.R 


■ w • 

stated in your letter, will you not please Bend me a voucher for 

such further compensation as you think I am entitled to, 

in the next to the last paragraph of your letter; 1 will then return 

» 


*i &r sig-ned-*'- 




^ •’»»* *-* 


. —* * >»»*»»• 


I hope that Secretary MacVeagh may ha-ve an opportunity to 

' n* * 

■* 

look over these papers* • 

4 

With kindest regards, 

* * * > 

Yours very truly. 
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! 
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* ^ 


^ood Features of the Accountings System 


Memorandum for the Treasurer. 


\ 


' t 


X. Economy of operation, by concentrating the bookkeeping 
at Washington, and thereby reducing the expense of the various 
' Sub-Treasuries to a minimum, .. 


I H 

Bp 

• i 


2. All moneys for disbursement either by Warrant or Disburs- 
ing Officers check will be paid at Washington, Depositary Banks, 
and the various Sub-Treasuries being directed to forward all such 
paid obligations to the Treasurer of the United States daily, 
which obviously makes the most rapid clearance possible, and pre^ 

* vents such checks and warrants being used repeatedly for exchange 
and remaining outstanding indefinitely. 

*" * *" d-* o 


3. Much complaint has been made to t^ie Department on 

i \ 

account of the petty charges for cashing Pension Checks:- this 

\ 

new system tends to prevent Depositary Banks from making any 
ohargeefasTgw in cashing Government obligations, thus ^protecting 
ih a measure the pensioner* 


v V , _ C r. i , 1. r ^ » .i. J- - , .40. Cl V«. £ Jtt. -X o ** C. .li «* •«*V <X .TZ « 


* »-e.r *v et tc ««.- i*i>vtr.t>£ciK .*-■ ^ 1 ^ n 


4. Banks are immediately reimbursed' for any outlay of cash 

* 

in excess of revenues deposited with them upon application to 

* 

this Office by wire or otherwise^ thjis balances leftj with 
Depositary' Banks is in effect utilized and becomes aotive, each 
Bank doing its part as Financial Agent of the Government, as the 
law originally intended. The Banks seem to be pleased, so far, 


with the system. 


s 


y 


5. Big business can only be success fully operated by 
utilizing the best known methods to minimize^cost and bring 

f ' n jgr 

together facts aidr conditions .so that the management can tell at 
a glance how the busines stands. This new Accounting System is 

i 

/ 1 

intended to so condense the Treasury operations, that the 


-^.oy 


I 


“ t 
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f 


5. Continued. ) 

Secretary and the Treasurer will have before them at all time* 
the data showing the revenues and disbursements of the 
Government, and enable them to make any changes they may see fit. 


6. Under the old system there was a tendency to oon- 

• ' . ? 

cent rate the revenues at Hew York, compelling disbursements 
through that Office, often at expense and great inconvenience 
to the pay®®- And under the new system the revenues are 
deposited where the payments ara»mada agreeable to the 

V 

>• 

Government Creditor.. . - . 


7. There is nothing ‘compj.icat-ed in the system > it is 
just, a big Job .and n&tura^Jy some friction has arisen in 
putting it into operation, but with each day conditions are 
improving, and X have been unable to find any criticism that 
is tenable. On^the contrary, the parties interested - the 
Disbursing Offioers and Banks - unite in praising it. 


s , 

8. I beg to submit herewith-a circular -prepared by 
Secretary MoVey, of dhte February twenty-one, 1913, being 

i *? 

an extract from the Congressional Record of February twenty- 
second, bearing oi^ the subject of the new Accounting System 

x» » 

II p ' 

in answer- to a resolution introduced in the Senate by Senator 

■*« 

Poindexter which goes into the details of the System and which 

? ' : . 

, J 

records my views on the subject. I believe in the System, and 

am ready to stand Sponsor forit, in- so far as* the Treasurers 

° ) 

Office was concerned in its adoption, being Assistant Treasurer 

• \ 

at the time.I investigated every feature of the System and &ub- 

j 

mitted my views'to your predecessor, Mr. Thompson, who unquali- 

, > 

fiedly endorsed the scheme. 

/ x 





DEPOSIT OF PUBLIC MONEYS IN NATIONAL BANKS. 

[Extract from the Congressional Record, of February 22, 1913.]. 


«8S 


j 

\ 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair lays before the 
Senate a communication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
■ transmitting, in response - to - a-resolution of the 11th instant, 
information relative to the order directing certain changes in 
the method-of handling receipts and disbursements of the Gov¬ 
ernment. The cSmmunication and accompanying papersSwill be 
printed and referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
the communication will be ordered printed- -in the Record. 

“—The communication..is aa_£all ow:8: _ 

Treasury Department, 

Office of the Secretary, 

Washington, February 21, 1913. 


legal practice of receiving checks in payment of customs and 
internal revenue, these checks must be cashed before the pro¬ 
ceeds can be deposited in the Subtreasuries. In all Subtreasury 

cities except Cincinnati and Philadelphia this is done through 

« 

the agency of the clearing house. - - .. . 

As the daily payments of the Government are practically 
equal to its daily income, the desirability of a method whereby 
the receipts and payments shall clear each other is apparent; 
and the method to be complete should bring about) this clearing 
before the point, is reached of converting the checks into cur¬ 
rency in the Subtreasuries. The new-plan, -regarding. whicjU the 
Senate has made inquiry, is designM-tu^accoir^ 
and will accomplish it as a matter of.course. 

Its operation can not result in an automatic accumulation of 


The President of -the Senate. 

Sir : By direction of the President, I have the honor to make 
reply to the inquiry contained in the resolution of the Senate 
agreed to February 11, 1913, concerning the order which went 
into effect on February 1, directing certain changes in the 
methods of handling the receipts and disbursements of the Gov 


eminent. _ ... 

Before the establishment of the national banking system in 
18(33, the Government's fiscal machinery consisted principally of 
the Treasury and the. Sub treasuries. A predominating feature 
of this system, still in part prevailing, is that it requires the use 
of money as distinguished from chgcks in the daily fiscal opera- 
* items of the Government; that is’to say, an Assistant Treasurer 
can only issue certificates of deposit to collection officers upon 
the receipt of currency—can only accept their collections in 
actuifl money; and checks drawn on the Subtreasuries are paid 
in actual money. 

The national bank act (s^c. 5153, Rev. Stat.) provided that all 
national banks, when desi^uatedjis depositaries by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, shall be/lhe financial agents of the Government; 
and in theip-Hffirtiy^bedeposited the revenues “ except receipts 
from customs.*’ So that since 1863 all revenues except from 
customs could be and mainly have been deposited in banks like 
the funds of private persons, and those of State, municipal, and 


other governments. Congress removed the restriction as to cus¬ 
toms W ar her approve eutitied “An^dcf 'to" 

amend the national hank act and for other purposes”*, and thus 
abolished an exception thaj/had ceased to have any use and had 
become a mere survival' Under the above provision of the 
national bank-act it has been the practice for many years to have 
the banks receive internal-revenue taxes^and transmit them to 
the Subtreasuries. In the year 1870—in order to meet the pub¬ 


lic convenience and to conform to general business customs- 
collectors of internal revenue began to take checks in payment 
of internal revenue; but'did so at their personal risk. When, 
at the request of ,the Treasury Department, this form of pay¬ 
ment was made legal by the act of March 2, 1911, the practice 
had already become universal as to internal revenue. Up to 
that time, however, customs payments were still made in cur¬ 
rency—though some practical mitigations of this cumbersome 
practice had in the course of the years been introduced*. Since 
the passage of the act of 1911, both customs and internal revenue 
are paid by check. But, as stated, notwithstanding the present 


Government funds in national-bank depositaries, fqr there are 
the restrictive regulations which are applied under Section 5153 
of the Revised Statutes to national banks holding'Government 
funds. Under these restrictions every national-bank depositary 
Is required to have on deposit with the Treasurer of Hie United 
States secuidty in the form of bonds to the full amount of the 
authorized balance the Government has with the bank. I say 
authorized balance, because the limit of the deposits in each 
bank is fixed by the Treasury Department and usually con¬ 
tinues at one amount for a considerable time; anjl under the 
new plan these strictly limited amounts, secured b^ bonds, will 
be dependent upon the amount of the daily business done by the 
■ bank for the- Government special exceptions these bonds 

have been either Government bondS or bonds for which the Gov¬ 
ernment is financially responsible. The bank is permitted to 
hold the amount of its authori zed deposit with which to tran sact 
the Government’s business, but must transfer immediately all 
amounts in excess of this authorized balance from ‘whatever 
source received. The department directs these transfers under 
standing instructions to the points where funds are needed for 
payments. Under this system the depositary banks have for 
years handled the entire income from internal revenue without 
any accumulation of funds in the banks in excels of their au¬ 
thorized balances. Last year internal-revenue receipts exceeded 
the income from customs, amounting to $321,612,199* 
^t^eT€5rnew^ft?ffi15Wd^ 

samemanner, as the^mternal revenues—under the excellent and 
progressive law of March 4, 1907; and, of course, with the 
restrictions and limitations on the banks unchanged. 

Moreover, in times like the present, when the Government's 
income and outgo practically offset -each other, it is hardly 
necessary to take seriously the fear that the deposits in New 
York banks will be increased by hundreds of millions. Before 
you can deposit hundreds of millions you must have the money. 

Why this law of 1907 was not availed of at once I do not 
know. I authorized Hie preparation of plans to put it into effect 
as soon as I heard'of it, which was about September 1 of last 
year. 

a. Instead of the authorized balances held by banks being more 
or less inactive as they have'been in the past, a feature of the 
new plan provides that the banks shall pay the checks of dis¬ 
bursing officers which are now drawn' on the Treasurer of the 
* United States instead of on the banks or Subtreasufies and 


/ 

T 
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charge the same to the account of the Treasurer, in whose name 
the funds in the bank are deposited. Section 3593 of the Re-« 
vised Statutes provides that “All public moneys paid into any 
depositary shall be subject to the draft of the Treasurer of the 
United States, drawn agreeably to appropriations made by law.” 
Section 3620 of the Revised Statutes,authorizes disbursing offi¬ 
cers to keep their accounts with the Treasurer of the United 
States and with Assistant Treasurers. The accounts or credits 
of a ll d1sbm*sing officers-have-accordingly-no w been placed with 
the Treasurer of the United States, as authorized. No balances 
are held in any banks to the credit of disbursing officers; but 
all Government moneys in the banks are to the credit of the 
Treasurer of the United States. This feature of the new plan 
makes it possible for the first time for the Treasury to have a 
far more exact daily knowledge’of the -financial accounts ofthe 


with the Treasurer of the United States is charged the checks 
drawn by the disbursing officer and paid by the depositary banks 
and Subtreasuries and sent daily to the Treasury. The banks 
making these payments for the Government out of their author¬ 
ized balance are furnished daily with Government deposits 
sufficient to restore, the balance to its fixed amount. .In this 
way, as previously stated, the daily income will in the banks 
meet and clear the daily expenses 6f the Government, and only 
the excess, of income over -disbursements will be -deposited' hr- 
ourrency with the Subtreasuries. 

Another advantage of the new plan which is of peculiar im- 
- porta nee is the added convenience to the creditors of the Gov¬ 
ernment. Checks drawn on the Treasurer of the United States 
are now good at par wherever they may be presented, since any 
depositary will pay them. Particularly will this benefit pen¬ 
sioners. Heretofore in a great many cases exchange has been 
charged pensioners by banks in cashing th^ir^ch^cks because 
they were payable only at Subtreasuries or the Treasury. The 
new plan for pension payments, approved by Congress August 
17, 1912, became effective February 1, and was the controlling 
reason for fixing that date for making the entire change. 

The puri>ose, therefore, of the new system Is to so handle the 
Government’s income as to meet- 1 its payments with the same 
convenience to its creditors and with the same par values that 
are customary in the best’ regulated private business, and so 
that only the excess of Government receipts shall find its way 
-inf , Sub treasuries... - • 

One of the necessary requirements of-the phln is the distribu- 
tinn of .the revenues to the brinks in just the proper amounts to 
keep tbeir authorized balances filled. Another requirement of 
the plan is to make those authorized balances suited to the 
amount-and character of the business done; that is to say, to 
give them funds just ini proportion to the payments they make 
for the Government. l\p to the present time, under the new 
system, the bank balances have still been replenished by trans¬ 
fers direct from the Subtreasuries. r yhe feature of depositing 
customs receipts direct with the banks—which has hot yet been 


begun in tire Subtreasury 


id -is 


not yet in fun 


operation -will obviate much of fTr& necessity for these trans- f 


fers. . These deposits, however, will not exceed the payments 
made by the banks. 

It may be stated that id the brief trial the new plan has had 
it is working satisfactorily. The department has found itself 
able to handle the accounts and take care of all of the disburse¬ 
ments throughout the country without serious hitch. Qf course, 
in making such a comprehensive change, it must be expected 
that there will be details to adjust, all of which require a little 
time. Meanwhile the banks throughout the country have 
cooperated cordially. 

The necessity under the new plan of having additional depos¬ 
itary banks in the Subtreasury cities made necessary an adjust¬ 
ment of the bank accounts In general. This resulted in net 
increased deposits being made amounting to a total of $363,000. 
"While’ no - depositaries were discontinued; -there Iran been* ordered 

there has been added in new depositaries $6,453,000, making, as 
stated, a total increase in banks of $363,000. Of this sum 
$4,963,000 has been placed in the nine Subtreasury cities. The 
total amount in banks is approximately $50,000,(XX); but^as the 
reductions ordered are to take place on March 1 this amount 
wilt be cut down to approximately $46,000,000 at that time. Se¬ 
curity has been required to the full amount of the deposits, con¬ 
sisting of United States ponds, District of Columbia, Porto Rico, 
Hawaiian,"Philippine, Philippine Railway, and Manila Railway 
bonds. No interest is or ever has been charged on these de¬ 
posits, as they constitute- the active accounts of the Government 
upon which no interest charge Is contemplated by law. 

.In making new depositaries it has been specified to each that 
the balances would be adjusted from time to time to meet the 
Government needs. / 

The total payments made by the Subtreasuries during the last 
fiscal year, which indicates also the amount of disbursing offi¬ 
cers’ accounts during that time, is as followst - 

Baltimore_1-$14, 781, 760. 03 

Boston__J.__ 32, 636,655. 40 

Chicago-______— 49, 946,150.02 

Cincinnati ___—--- 18, 923, 771.38 

New Orleans_1_ 16, 841, 291. 95 

New York_ 276, 038,159.92 

Philadelphia ^__•— 34*702, 796. 95 

San Francisco_*__ 43,436,595.97 

St. Louis_,__ 33, 890, 565.62 

Washington_ 81, 854,121. 97 

Total___'603, 051, 869. 21 

1 - -- — ? - 

There is transmitted a list of the depositary banks with their 

balances on December 31; a list of the depositaries added «n 
account of the new system, and the amount of their balances; 
and a list of the banks holding inactive accounts upon which 
interest is paid to the Government. The postal savings funds 
are handled by the Post Office Department, and that feature of 
the resolution has been referred to the Postmaster General. 

Respectfully, _ 

Franklin MacVeagh, 

Secretary. 


. \ 


i 













